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ffarrowing history 


Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP 

Melton Roy prays amid the graves of the Easter Sunday bombing victims at a Methodist burial ground in Negombo, Sri Lanka, 
on Tuesday. The number of suicide attacks woridwide has risen drastically since the Sept. 11 attacks in the U.S. 

Sri Lanka bombings are latest chapter, but 
scourge of suicide attacks strikes fear worldwide 

By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The Easter 
attacks in Sri Lanka are a bloody echo of 
decades past in the South Asian island 
nation, when militants inspired by at¬ 
tacks in the Lebanese civil war helped 
develop the suicide bomb vest. 

Government ministers have said seven 
Sri Lankans from a little-known local 
group carried out the six nearly simul¬ 


taneous bombings at churches and hotels 
Sunday that killed more than 300 people 
and wounded about 500. While little else 
was known about the group or their mo¬ 
tives, Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger fighters 
used suicide bombings in the country’s 
26-year civil war before being wiped out 
by government forces. 

Similar bombs then detonated across 
Israel, wielded by Palestinian militants, 
and later across the wider Middle East, 


Africa and Europe by Islamic extremists 
in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Such attacks strike fear around the 
world because of their indiscriminate 
slaughter of civilians, like those eating 
breakfast at a hotel or worshipping in a 
church on Easter. Sunday’s assault also 
raises questions about whether the per¬ 
petrators had help or experience from 
abroad. 

SEE ATTACKS ON PAGE 15 


Calif, considers 
law after claims 
of whistleblower 
retaliation in 
National Guard 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

California lawmakers are con¬ 
sidering a bill to remove the state’s 
National Guard Inspector Gen¬ 
eral from under the command of 
its top general, after years of alle¬ 
gations that senior command of¬ 
ficials retaliate against those who 
report possible wrongdoing. 

The proposed legislation comes 
amid fresh scrutiny of the state’s 
military department after allega¬ 
tions of misconduct and claims 
of reprisal forced the removal of 
three top officers from their posts 
in the California Air National 
Guard this month. 

Interviews with current and 
former Guard members and re¬ 
views of internal documents and 
court filings suggest a culture 
of reprisal as well as racism and 
sexism within the state’s military 
department. Stars and Stripes 
has found. 

People who told Stars and 
Stripes that they were victims 
of the reprisals include a retired 
Special Forces commander, a 
military prosecutor, a retired 
colonel who interviewed to lead 
the California Guard and former 
equal employment specialists. 

Supporters of the new bill, 
which was scheduled for dis¬ 
cussion at a committee hearing 
Tuesday, would require the IG to 
investigate all complaints of mal¬ 
feasance and illegality. They say 
it’s necessary to remove the IG 
from under Adjutant General M^. 
Gen. David Baldwin’s oversight 
because guardsmen fear retalia¬ 
tion if they report wrongdoing. 

“Each retaliation situation — 
they all fit a pattern,” said Dwight 
Stirling, head of the Center for 
Law and Military Policy and a re¬ 
serve judge advocate who claims 
he was the subject of retaliation 
for reporting what he believed 
was misconduct in 2014. 

SEE GUARD ON PAGE 6 


^ I call today the age of the suicide bomber. This is very much a time 
of extreme acts that have to, in a way, usurp the previous attacks. ’ 

lain Overton 

executive director of the London-based group Action on Armed Violence 
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Housing crisis sparks effort 
to contact every Marine 



Isaiah GoMEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Phyllis L. Bayer, left, assistant secretary of the Navy for energy, 
installations and the environment, and Brig. Gen. Benjamin T. 
Watson, commanding general. Marine Corps Installations East- 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, tour privatized military housing 
in February. The Marines have reached out to servicemembers about 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Almost 
7,000 Marines requested that 
their commanders visit their 
homes as part of a nearly com¬ 
pleted outreach effort to address 
the U.S. military housing crisis. 

The Marine Corps has con¬ 
tacted more than 99% of ser¬ 
vicemembers and their families 
about their housing, the service 
announced Monday. The effort 
follows an instruction from Gen. 
Robert Neller, commandant of the 
Marine Corps, to commanders on 
Feb. 22 to contact servicemem¬ 
bers and their families about their 
housing, including military and 
off-base civilian rentals, accord¬ 
ing to a Marine Corps statement. 

“I have instructed commanders 
to publish policies and take ac¬ 
tions to ensure our Marines, sail¬ 
ors, and families have the living 
accommodations they deserve,” 
Neller said in the statement. “Ul¬ 
timately, military family housing 
is a leadership issue.” 

More than 91,300 servicemem¬ 
bers were contacted by their com¬ 
mand as of Monday, according to 
the Marine Corps. Of those Ma¬ 
rines, 6,964, or 7.6%, requested a 
home visit by their command and 
7,730, or 8.5%, requested a phone 
call to “explain the process for re¬ 
solving their concerns,” the state¬ 
ment reads. 

The majority of Marines con¬ 
tacted — 76,139, or 84% — said 
they did not want additional as¬ 
sistance or a visit by their com¬ 


mand for “a variety of reasons,” 
according to the statement. How¬ 
ever, no examples of reasons were 
provided. 

“Since the program was volun¬ 
tary, Marines were not required 
to give a reason for not wanting 
a member of the command team 
to visit their residence,” Marine 
Corps spokesman Capt. Joseph 
Butterfield wrote in an email. 

In February, military families 
testified on Capitol Hill about 
unhealthy living conditions in 
military housing, including mold 
and rodent infestations, and 
problems they were having with 
their privatized military housing 
companies. 

A 2018 Reuters investigative 
story spotlighted horrible con¬ 
ditions faced by some military 
families and a Military Fam¬ 
ily Advisory Network survey on 
military housing in February 
found that more than half of re¬ 
spondents had a “negative or very 
negative experience” with the 
privatized housing. 

Senior civilian and military 
leadership from each service 
branch were questioned before 
congressional committees about 
what was being done to resolve 
the housing issues raised by the 
families. Senior military non¬ 
commissioned officers and per¬ 
sonnel chiefs testified Feb. 27 
during a Senate subcommittee 
hearing that the poor housing 
conditions were due to a failure in 
leadership. 

Military commanders at instal¬ 
lations around the world conduct¬ 


ed home visits and hosted town 
hall meetings to understand the 
housing conditions of their ser¬ 
vicemembers and families. 

In the wake of the housing con¬ 
troversy, the Army and Navy have 
set up initiatives to gather infor¬ 
mation from servicemembers 
and their families about problems 
they might be experiencing. 

The Army has set up a registry 
for current and former housing 
residents to document concerns 
they might have with housing 
health and safety issues. The 
Housing Environment Health Re¬ 
sponse Registry is a 24/7 phone 
line on which callers will receive 
information related to housing 
environmental health hazards 
and can seek medical care for 
housing-related illnesses. 

The Army’s leadership will be 
told what housing health concerns 
are being shared to the registry. 

The Navy has set up a survey 
for sailors to give their opinion 
anonymously about their priva¬ 
tized military housing, including 
concerns they have with their 
home and services provided by 
the housing company and the 
community. The independently 
conducted survey is going to 
about 36,200 residents in family 
housing and 6,000 sailors in unac¬ 
companied housing this month. 

The Marine Corps said Monday 
that its outreach accomplished 
three goals: raising awareness 
of the living conditions of ser¬ 
vicemembers, identifying main¬ 
tenance or safety issues and 
making certain servicemembers 


their living conditions. 

and families understood and 
were aware of processes and pro¬ 
grams available to address hous¬ 
ing problems. 

The home visits that were re¬ 
quested found some of the same 
concerns that had been identified 
earlier in the year, such as main¬ 
tenance not being completed in a 
timely manner, lack of commu¬ 
nication by the private housing 
company and the Marine Corps 
to residents, a lack of awareness 
about existing resolution pro¬ 
cesses, and dissatisfaction with 
the housing assignment and ac¬ 
ceptance process, according to 
the Marines statement. 

Some of the ways that the Ma¬ 
rine Corps is looking to address 
the issues include having the 
privatized housing companies 


maintain a 24-hour hotline for 
maintenance requests and add¬ 
ing quality assurance personnel 
to the military housing offices to 
address the housing assignment 
and acceptance process, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. The service 
is also in the process of schedul¬ 
ing a third-party survey to “fur¬ 
ther identify housing issues.” 

“While the housing visitation 
program has not been prescribed 
as a recurring event, command¬ 
ers are expected to remain in¬ 
volved in the well-being of their 
Marines, sailors and their fami¬ 
lies, and to remain available as 
an advocate on their behalf to ad¬ 
dress housing issues,” Butterfield 
wrote in an email. 

l<enney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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Mexican troops stop US soldiers at border 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Two American sol¬ 
diers patrolling along the southern border 
in Texas were stopped and questioned by a 
group of Mexican troops who believed they 
had crossed into Mexico, a US. military 
spokesman said Monday. 

The interaction occurred as the Ameri¬ 
cans were conducting mobile surveillance 
camera operations about 2 p.m. April 13 
near Clint, Texas, said M^. Mark Lazane, 
spokesman for US. Northern Command. 

The US. soldiers were approached and 
questioned by five or six Mexican troops, 
he said. An inquiry by US. Customs and 
Border Protection and the Defense De¬ 
partment revealed the Mexican troops 
believed the US. soldiers has crossed the 


border into Mexico. 

“However, the US. soldiers were ap¬ 
propriately in US. territory. Though they 
were south of the border fence, U.S. sol¬ 
diers remained in U.S. territory, north of 
the actual border,” Lazane said. 

After a brief discussion between the sol¬ 
diers, the Mexican troops left and the U.S. 
soldiers contacted Border Patrol agents. 

“Throughout the incident, the U.S. sol¬ 
diers followed all established procedures 
and protocols,” Lazane said. 

Newsweek obtained a copy of the inci¬ 
dent report filed by the soldiers, which of¬ 
fers more details into the brief interaction. 
The Mexican troops approached the U.S. 
soldiers with rifles pointed at them and 
removed a service pistol from the hip of 
one soldier and tossed it into an unmarked 


U.S. Border Patrol vehicle. The private and 
sergeant involved in the incident were part 
of 1st Battalion, 37th Field Artillery Regi¬ 
ment, out of Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington state, Newsweek reported. 

This is the first incident of this kind 
since active-duty U.S. troops deployed to 
the border in late October, Lazane said. 
The two soldiers are part of the roughly 
1,200 servicemembers conducting mobile 
surveillance camera operations, a mission 
that began earlier this year after acting 
Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan autho¬ 
rized it in January. 

That surveillance mission has resulted 
in nearly 4,200 arrests and more than 
1,700 drug seizures, April Grant, a spokes¬ 
woman for Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion, said on April 8. 


In total, there are about 2,800 active- 
duty servicemembers at the US.-Mexico 
border, Lazane said. 

Defense Department officials confirmed 
the incident as they contemplate sending 
more troops to the border. Shanahan said 
Friday that he’s already begun reviewing 
options in anticipation of greater need at 
the border because Border Patrol is cor¬ 
ralling record numbers of migrant families 
from Central America seeking asylum. 

Shanahan said he’s working with the 
Joint Staff to find a way to “do more moni¬ 
toring and detection for them.” 

The border mission is authorized to con¬ 
tinue through September, which is the end 
of the 2019 fiscal year. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Army astronaut set 
for 9-month mission 



James Blair/NASA 

Astronaut Col. Andrew Morgan is slated to become the first Army doctor to travel to space. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

An Army Special Forces sur¬ 
geon and former military brat 
is getting ready to blast off into 
space on the 50th anniversary of 
the Apollo 11 moon landing. 

Col. Andrew Morgan, a veteran 
of two deployments to Afghani¬ 
stan and one to Iraq, is set for a 
July 20 launch on a nine-month 
mission to the International Space 
Station. 

It will be the New Castle, Pa., 
native’s first time in space. He’ll 
launch with his Russian and Ital¬ 
ian crewmates aboard a Soyuz 
MS-13 spacecraft from the Bai¬ 
konur Cosmodrome in Kazakh¬ 
stan, according to NASA. 

In a phone interview Friday, 
Morgan said he feels fortunate 
to be part of such an auspicious 
launch. 

“The mission starts on the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 11 land¬ 
ing,” he said. “Coming through 
the hatch on that day carries a lot 
of symbolism.” 

The West Point graduate plans 
to draw on his military experi¬ 
ence during the mission, he said. 

Morgan got an early taste of 
military life as a student at Wood- 
bridge American High School on 
RAF Woodbridge when his Air 
Force officer father was stationed 
in the United Kingdom. 

His resume includes work with 
the Army’s Golden Knights para¬ 
chute team and a stint as battal¬ 
ion surgeon for 1st Battalion, 3rd 
Special Forces Group (Airborne), 


the Desert Eagles, before he 
joined NASA in 2013. 

“I chose to serve my country 
when I was 18 years old and this 
is a continuation of that service,” 
he said of his upcoming mission. 

Time in Iraq and Afghanistan 
was good preparation for space, 
he said. 

“There are a lot of similari¬ 
ties between being deployed and 
going to space,” he said. 

The countdown to his space 
flight has involved 18 months of 
intense training. Preparing an 
astronaut’s family for a space 
mission is comparable to helping 
a military family deal with a de¬ 
ployment, Morgan said. 

“My kids are aged 8 to 15 so 
they will remember this in a 
way that they didn’t necessarily 
remember my military deploy¬ 
ments,” he said. 

When he gets back to Earth, 
Morgan is planning a reset that 
will mirror the way military units 
refit after they redeploy, he said. 
When troops return from deploy¬ 
ments they typically get some 
time off before commencing a 
new training cycle to get ready 
for future missions. 

The space station trip will in¬ 
volve numerous experiments such 
as studying the way fluid moves 
through the body and growing 
cells and organs in microgravity. 

Morgan will also be talking 
to earthbound servicemembers 
during his time in orbit. 

There’s heightened interest in 
space in the military community 
since President Donald Trump 


announced plans to create a 
Space Force last summer. 

“I understand why the [Depart¬ 
ment of Defense] is having that 
conversation,” Morgan said but 
added: “I’m detailed to NASA, a 
civilian organization dedicated to 
the peaceful exploration of space. 
I’m going to continue to serve in 
that capacity.” 

Vice President Mike Pence’s 
recent vow to put an American 
back on the moon within five 
years is doable, he said. 

“Returning to the moon’s sur¬ 
face in five years is an ambitious 
goal. I know it is one I can accom¬ 
plish,” Morgan said. 

The message he’ll give the 


troops he talks to from space is 
that he’s an astronaut because of 
the skills he acquired as a mili¬ 
tary officer and experiences such 
as “jumping out of planes, diving, 
working around aircraft, medical 
training,” he said. 

However, the skills he expects 
to draw most heavily upon are to 
do with leadership, taking care 
of people and being a good team¬ 
mate, he said. 

“These skills are things I have 
leaned on the most,” he said. 

Troops might be curious how 
space food compares to the Meals 
Read to Eat they consume on the 
battlefield, said Morgan, who sub¬ 
sisted on the field rations for 60 


days at Ranger School and rates 
them highly. 

“The Army recognizes that sol¬ 
diers travel on their stomachs,” 
he said. 

Space food is similar to MREs, 
but there’s more variety since the 
other nations sending astronauts 
to the space station bring their 
own food, he said. 

The space mission is a “great 
honor” but, Morgan said that long 
after he returns he will cherish 
his time in combat with soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines. 

“It was the greatest honor of 
my life,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Iranian parliament passes bill labeling entire US military as terrorist 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian law¬ 
makers on Tuesday overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved a bill that labels 
all U.S. military forces as terror¬ 
ist, state TV reported, a day after 
Washington ratcheted up pres¬ 
sure on Tehran by announcing 


that no country would any longer 
be exempt from U.S. sanctions if 
it continues to buy Iranian oil. 

The bill is a step farther from 
the one last week, when lawmak¬ 
ers approved labeling just U.S. 
troops in the Middle East as ter¬ 
rorist, in response to the U.S. 
terrorism designation for Iran’s 


Revolutionary Guard earlier this 
month. 

The Trump administration re¬ 
imposed sanctions on Iran, in¬ 
cluding on its energy sector, last 
November after pulling America 
out of the landmark 2015 nucle¬ 
ar deal between Iran and world 
powers. 


The U.S. designation against 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard—the 
first-ever for an entire division 
of another government — added 
another layer of sanctions to the 
powerful paramilitary force, 
making it a crime under U.S. ju¬ 
risdiction to provide the guard 
with material support. 


On Monday, President Donald 
Trump decided to do away with 
waivers as part of the adminis¬ 
tration’s “maximum pressure” 
campaign on Iran that aims to 
eliminate all of its revenue from 
oil exports that the U.S. says funds 
destabilizing activity throughout 
the Mideast and beyond. 
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S. Korea's 'DMZ peace trail' plan approved 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The U.S.-led 
United Nations Command gave the green- 
light on Tuesday for South Korea to start 
developing hiking trails in the heavily for¬ 
tified border that divides the peninsula. 

Seoul announced earlier this month that 
it planned to allow the public to hike on so- 
called “DMZ peace trails” in three areas 
near the border with North Korea. 

The UN. Command, led by Army Gen. 
Robert Abrams, must approve plans for 
the Demilitarized Zone, according to the 
armistice agreement that ended the 1950- 
53 Korean War in lieu of a peace treaty. 


Abrams, who also is the commander of 
US. Forces Korea and Combined Forces 
Command, approved the first phase of the 
project in the Goseong area of Gangwon 
province, northeast of Seoul, according to 
a press release. 

He said the UN. Command and the South 
Korean government “have demonstrated 
superb teamwork, collaboration, and coor¬ 
dination throughout the entire ‘peace trail’ 
process and will continue to do so.” 

“The (South Korean) military has 
worked extremely long hours to ensure 
the success of this very important initia¬ 
tive, while assuring visitors their safety 
remains paramount,” he added. 


The Goseong-area trail, which is in the 
South Korean Army’s 22nd Infantry Divi¬ 
sion’s area, will join 13 other existing UN. 
Command-approved DMZ educational 
sites aimed at facilitating inter-Korean 
exchanges and learning opportunities, the 
press release said. 

The initiative is part of the South Kore¬ 
an government’s efforts to turn the DMZ, 
which has been known for being lined with 
barbed wire and dotted with land mines, 
into a peace zone. 

North Korea agreed to that principle in 
inter-Korean summits held last year, but 
it has slowed down its participation in en¬ 
gagement with the South as parallel nucle¬ 


ar talks with the US. have stalled. 

The other proposed peace trails would 
be in Gangwon’s Cheorwan county and the 
city of P^u, northwest of Seoul. 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in’s 
administration also plans to hold a celebra¬ 
tion to mark the anniversary of the first 
inter-Korean summit on Saturday in the 
truce village of Panmunjom, which strad¬ 
dles the border. 

UN. officials have said their primary 
concern in allowing free movement for 
the public in the DMZ is the security of all 
involved. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


US launches 
joint air force 
drills with 
South Korea 



Photos by Theron GooBOLo/Stars and Stripes 


Staff Sgt. Alexander Young holds a panel on a C-130J Super Hercules as Senior Airman Mark Kelly prepares the aircraft for a plane 
wash on March 21. 

Keeping a C-130J clean can be a Herculean task 


By Kim Gamel 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The United 
States and South Korea have launched joint 
air force drills, officials said Tuesday, as 
the allies maintain efforts to keep military 
exercises low-key amid nuclear talks with 
the North. 

South Korean military officials said the 
two-week exercise began Monday as an al¬ 
ternative to Max Thunder, which has been 
one of the Air Force’s largest annual exer¬ 
cises on the divided peninsula. 

The US. military has canceled or scaled 
back several joint exercises since Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump first announced he 
was “ending the war games” following his 
first summit with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un on June 12. 

That has raised concerns about readi¬ 
ness, with some 28,500 American troops 
based in South Korea as well as other forc¬ 
es in the region. 

The top US. commander in South 
Korea, Gen. Robert Abrams, expressed 
worries himself during his confirmation 
hearing before he assumed command in 
November. 

However, he expressed confidence in 
the US. military posture earlier this year, 
saying the military has adjusted to the ad¬ 
ministration’s decision with dozens of com¬ 
bined field training exercises. 

The Air Force drills being conducted by 
South Korea, the United States and Austra¬ 
lia involved dozens of warplanes, including 
fighter jets, according to South Korean 
military officials who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

“The Air Force is holding the consoli¬ 
dated training of combined flight forma¬ 
tion forces to boost combined operations 
capabilities,” the Defense Ministry said in 
a text message, declining to provide more 
details. US. officials did not immediately 
comment on the exercise. 

North Korea has always hated the an¬ 
nual military exercises, which it considers 
a rehearsal for an invasion. 

State-run media have continued to de¬ 
nounce the drills. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Japa¬ 
nese contractors and members of the Air 
Force’s 374th Maintenance Squadron are 
no strangers to wet work. 

With 14 C130-J Super Hercules trans¬ 
port planes assigned to Yokota, along with 
UH-1 helicopters, CV-22 Ospreys and 
other aircraft, the wash rack can be a busy 
place. 

Keeping those Super Hercules clean is 
a iy 2 -day-long job. Starting in the early 
morning hours, mid-shift airmen prepare 
the massive aircraft for its cleanup. The 
maintainers responsible for propping the 
birds said safety is their first priority. 

They lower the wing flaps, remove ac¬ 
cess panels and disconnect the batteries, 
among other precautions. 

“We have to deactivate certain systems 
to prevent shock and crush hazards to 
make the aircraft safe to wash,” Staff Sgt. 
Alexander Young said. 



Sugi Yama, a contractor on Yokota Air 
Base, washes a C-130J Super Hercules. 


The wash rack is a job for beginners 
— one where less experienced airmen get 
their feet wet. 

“Actually, doing the wash is one of the 
worst jobs,” Young said. 

It’s an unpleasant task because it means 
staying soaked to the bone for most of the 
day, he added. 

At Yokota, however, local contractor 
Yamagashi Reform Corp. has been wash¬ 


ing aircraft for the past four years. 

With a crew of eight working on a Super 
Hercules—which is more than 112 feet long 
and 38 feet tall with a 132-foot wingspan 
— wetting, soaping, scrubbing and rinsing 
takes about eight hours, said Yamagashi 
project manager Mariko Kawadai. 

Sugi Yama, a 10-year Yamagashi em¬ 
ployee, said he likes his job. 

“I enjoy seeing it change in front of me,” 
he said, comparing what he does to wash¬ 
ing a car. “It’s the same; one is big, and one 
is small, but my car doesn’t get inspected 
after.” 

Once the contractors are done, the air¬ 
men take over again. The process con¬ 
cludes with an inspection, lubrication and 
anti-corrosion treatment. 

The final details complete, the C-130 re¬ 
turns to the flight line, ready to get dirty 
again in support of the wing’s tactical air¬ 
lift mission throughout the Indo-Pacific 
region. 

godbold.theron@stripes.com 
Twitter: @GodboidTheron 
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US Coast Guard 
implementing new 
strategy in Arctic 

Plan calls for upgrading ships, 
aircraft to project ‘sovereignty’ 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

The Coast Guard’s new strate¬ 
gy for the Arctic calls for upgrad¬ 
ing ships, aircraft and unmanned 
systems there, an effort to make 
sure the United States is “pro¬ 
jecting sovereignty” into an in¬ 
creasingly contested region, the 
service’s top officer said. 

Adm. Karl Schultz, the com¬ 
mandant of the Coast Guard, said 
in an interview that the shift is 
a “little bit different,” although 
existing Arctic efforts will 
continue. 

“Before, it was a peaceful, safe, 
secure Arctic collaboration,” he 
said. “None of that goes away. We 
want the Arctic to be a peaceful 
place where we work to cross in¬ 
ternational lines here with part¬ 
ner nations that share interests in 
a transparent fashion. 

“But I think if you’re looking 
around at what’s going on in the 
Arctic, I would say it’s maybe 
trending in a slightly different 
direction. This will pivot with a 
little more focus on projecting.” 

The 48-page document is 
being released amid concerns 
in Washington about actions by 
both China and Russia in the 
Arctic. It comes as the Defense 
Department, at the direction of 
Congress, prepares its own new 
Arctic strategy that is due to be 
provided to lawmakers in June. 

China, despite its geography, 
has declared itself a “near-Arc¬ 
tic state,” has begun building 
icebreaker ships and has said it 
wants to build a “Polar Silk Road” 
in which goods can be delivered 
from China to Europe through 
the Arctic Ocean as ice in water¬ 
ways diminish. 

Russia also has increasingly 
focused on the Arctic, expanding 
its fleet of icebreakers to more 
than 40, reopening Cold War-era 
military bases above the Arctic 
Circle and making plans to de¬ 
ploy antiaircraft missiles on some 
of them. 

The Coast Guard, as part of the 
Department of Homeland Securi¬ 
ty, is unlikely to have the primary 
role if open conflict ever broke 
out in the Arctic. But the service 
highlights in its new strategy a 
perceived need to “retool existing 
concepts of operation to maxi¬ 
mize the impact of more capable 
assets,” presumably from the De¬ 
fense Department. 

“The service will make in¬ 
tegrated operations with joint 
service, interagency and allied 


partners a critical element of cur¬ 
rent and future strategic and op¬ 
erations plans,” the Coast Guard 
strategy says. 

The Coast Guard currently has 
only two surface ships capable of 
sailing in icy parts of the Arctic, 
and the Navy has none. President 
Donald Trump and Congress 
approved $655 million to begin 
building the first of what the 
Coast Guard sees as a new fleet 
of up to six polar security cutters, 
but the ser¬ 
vice also 
highlights 
a variety of 
other needs 
it sees in 
the region, 
especially 
improv¬ 
ing limited 
communi¬ 
cations 
networks. 
The 

strategy 
commits to 
holding the 
line against 
“competi¬ 
tors” who 
do not re¬ 
spect “in¬ 
ternational 
order.” 

“A key 
element of 
u.o. uudbL uudru the strate- 
strategy for the gies of our 
Arctic competi¬ 
tors is to 
engage in 
activities that weaken the inter¬ 
national order that underpins a 
free and open maritime domain,” 
the strategy says. 

“They do so under a cloud of 
ambiguity that makes it difficult 
to mount an effective or timely 
response to such activities,” it 
says. “Clear and universally held 
norms, coupled with transparen¬ 
cy, can dissipate that cloud.” 

The document does not use 
the phrase “climate change,” a 
politically sensitive issue given 
Trump’s open skepticism of it. But 
the strategy does highlight how 
“reductions in permanent sea ice 
have exposed coastal borders and 
facilitated increased human and 
economic activity” in the Arctic. 

The warming of the Arctic 
has led to longer and larger win¬ 
dows of reduced ice conditions,” 
the strategy says. “From 2006 to 
2018, satellite imagery observed 
the 12 lowest Arctic ice extents 
on record.” 


A key 
element 
of the 
strategies 
of our 

competitors 
is to engage 
in activities 
that 

weaken the 
international 
order that 
underpins 
a free 
and open 
maritime 
domain. ^ 



Mark Schiefelbein, Pool/AP 


Chinese nuclear submarine participates in a commemoration of the 70th anniversary of China’s navy 
near the nation’s eastern Shandong province on Tuesday. During the fleet review, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping called for closer ties among the world’s navies. 


China’s Xi urges closer ties among world 
navies amid regional territorial tensions 


Associated Press 

QINGDAO, China — Chinese 
President Xi Jinping urged closer 
ties among the world’s navies on 
Tuesday, amid tensions over Chi¬ 
na’s rapid expansion of its naval 
forces and forceful assertions of 
territorial claims in the South 
China Sea. 

Xi’s remarks came in an ad¬ 
dress to foreign naval officers 
attending a fleet review marking 
the 70th anniversary of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army Navy, an 
event Beijing is using to showcase 
its growing ability to exert force 
far from its shores. 

Following his speech, Xi board¬ 
ed the destroyer Xining, one of 
China’s most modern and capable 
warships, at the northern port of 
Qingdao to preside at the review, 
which also featured China’s sole 
commissioned aircraft carrier, 
numerous other surface ships 
and submarines and a display of 
naval aviation. 

State broadcaster CCTV 
showed Xi standing on the deck in 
a heavy coat in thick fog as vari¬ 
ous ships and submarines sailed 
by, their officers and crew mem¬ 
bers wearing formal uniforms 
and giving salutes. 

China’s navy will “continue to 
strengthen exchanges and coop¬ 
eration with foreign navies, ac¬ 
tively shoulder its international 
responsibilities, safeguard the 


security of international water¬ 
ways and provide more public 
goods for maritime security,” Xi 
was quoted as saying by the offi¬ 
cial Xinhua News Agency. 

“Holding high the banner of 
win-win cooperation, the Chinese 
military is committed to creating 
a security environment featuring 
equality, mutual trust, fairness 
and justice, joint participation 
and shared benefits,” said Xi, who 
also heads China’s armed forces. 

Such rhetoric contrasts stark¬ 
ly with China’s aggressive ap¬ 
proach to its territorial claims 
in the South China Sea, where it 
has built military installations on 
man-made islands in the crucial 
waters, which are also claimed by 
several other nations. 

China claims virtually the en¬ 
tire South China Sea, along with 
rights to its fisheries and seabed 
resources. 

While Beijing says it upholds 
the rights to free navigation and 
overflight in the area, its forces 
have been accused of challenging 
or operating dangerously around 
military vessels and aircraft 
from other countries, including 
the United States, as well as ha¬ 
rassing fishing vessels from the 
Philippines and other countries. 

The Philippines earlier this 
month issued a rare public re¬ 
buke of large numbers of Chinese 
vessels near islands and islets oc- 
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cupied by the Philippines in the 
disputed waters, saying the Chi¬ 
nese presence was illegal. 

The Philippine military has 
monitored more than 200 Chi¬ 
nese vessels from January to 
March in a disputed area named 
Sandy Cay, near a Philippine-oc- 
cupied island called Pag-asa by 
Filipinos. 
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US ambassador to Russia, Navy meet amid drills 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy —Two aircraft 
carrier groups operated jointly 
in the Mediterranean Sea for the 
first time since 2016 while Navy 
leaders ashore met with the U.S. 
ambassador to Russia this week, 
steps that analysts say are meant 
to send a message of strength to 
Moscow. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln 
and USS John C. Stennis strike 
groups arrived this week to drill 
with regional partners at a time 
when Russia has increased its 
naval activity in the region and 
engaged in conflict with NATO 
partner Ukraine at sea. 

On Monday, Naval Forces Eu¬ 
rope and Africa commander 
Adm. James Foggo met with Am¬ 
bassador Jon Huntsman at the 
U.S. Navy base in Naples, partly 
to discuss America’s tense rela¬ 
tions with Moscow. 


“We seek a better relationship 
with Russia, but that can only hap¬ 
pen when Russia stops its aggres¬ 
sive behavior and creates space 
for productive dialogue,” Hunts¬ 
man said in a statement. “We will 
continue to impose cost on Russia 
when it takes actions aimed at 
our partners and allies and U.S. 
national security interests.” 

The U.S. military and its 
NATO allies and partners have 
ratcheted up activity throughout 
Eastern Europe in a bid to reas¬ 
sure nations bordering Russia 
since Moscow’s 2014 annexation 
of the Crimean Peninsula from 
Ukraine. 

More recently, Russia has in¬ 
creased activity in the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov, culminating 
in a November incident in which 
Russia fired on three Ukrainian 
ships and arrested sailors tran¬ 
siting between the waterways. A 
few weeks before that. Navy of¬ 
ficials said that a Russian fighter 


jet made multiple unsafe aerial 
passes near a Navy surveillance 
aircraft over international waters 
in the Black Sea. 

Russia’s aggressive actions and 
its intervention in Syria, Libya 
and elsewhere destabilize these 
areas, Foggo said in a statement. 

“It’s crucial that we give our 
civilian leaders options and the 
ability to negotiate from a position 
of strategic strength,” Foggo said. 
“Our deployments and military 
presence is to deter and defend. It 
is to prevent — not provoke — a 
conflict.” 

Sending the two carrier groups 
together is definitely aimed at 
Russia, harking back to Cold 
War power plays in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, said Jim Holmes, profes¬ 
sor of strategy at the Naval War 
College. 

“A sea power such as ourselves 
must be able to command those 
waters; otherwise it can’t hope to 
project power inland and will be 


powerless to shape events in Eur¬ 
asia,” Holmes said. 

The Stennis recently operated 
in the Pacific and Indian oceans, 
while the Lincoln deployed from 
Norfolk three weeks ago. 

“It’s a rare opportunity to train 
with two carrier strike groups to¬ 
gether,” Vice Adm. Lisa Franch- 
etti, 6th Fleet commander, said in 
a statement, adding that it shows 
the Navy’s “ironclad commitment 
to the stability and security of the 
region.” 

Three years ago, the USS 
Harry S. Truman and USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower converged 
in these waters during the height 
of the war against Islamic State. 
Both aircraft carriers launched 
airstrikes against ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq. 

Moscow has sought to strength¬ 
en its alliance with Turkey, 
through the sale of an S-400 mis¬ 
sile defense system, and with 
Syria by backing the Assad re¬ 


gime. Both countries could en¬ 
able the Russian navy to increase 
its presence in the region. 

The two carrier groups also are 
not far from Libya, where ren¬ 
egade general Khalifa Hifter’s 
forces are attacking Tripoli. Hift¬ 
er’s battle with militias defending 
the capital prompted U.S. Africa 
Command to withdraw American 
troops from the city. 

AFRICOM officials said they 
have conducted airstrikes in 
Libya against terrorists and in¬ 
dicated earlier this month they 
might be open to assisting the 
United Nations-backed govern¬ 
ment if asked. 

The carriers’ joint deployment 
is not tied to Libya’s unrest, 6th 
Fleet spokesman Cmdr. Kyle 
Raines said Tuesday. The dual 
operation was planned months 
before fighting broke out there, 
Raines said. 


wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripes.com 


Guard: Employees 'have serious trust issues with management’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“A member of the military who is well- 
regarded makes a report and their career 
then will take a downward spiral.” 

Like others, Stirling said he’s seen sev¬ 
eral instances of such retaliation, usually 
done in secret to keep the whistleblower in 
the dark as long as possible. 

“What you have in the CalGuard is a cul¬ 
ture of fear,” he said in a phone interview 
last month. “Should [someone] speak up, 
they will pay a price for it.” 

Lt. Col. Tom Keegan, a California Guard 
spokesman, was unavailable for comment 
Tuesday but last week said he was looking 
into some reprisal allegations after a Stars 
and Stripes inquiry. 

‘They circle the wagons’ 

In written testimony in support of the 
bill, Connie Wong, a former mqjor in the 
California Air National Guard, said the re¬ 
prisals have “ruined lives.” 

In 2016, the California Guard settled 
with Wong over a lawsuit in which she al¬ 
leged that officials had released private in¬ 
formation about her to the media after she 
had complained about mishandled equal 
opportunity and sexual assault claims. 

She was one of several whistleblowers 
who testified against Baldwin in a Febru¬ 
ary 2012 senate hearing to consider his ap¬ 
pointment as commander of the California 
Military Department. 

He had led the department in an acting 
capacity since April 2011 after his two im¬ 
mediate predecessors were removed after 
investigations found they had accepted im¬ 
proper payments. 

Baldwin’s mandate from the governor 
was to reform the culture, he told law¬ 
makers at a 2012 hearing, touting his 
efforts to replace “virtually every key 
leader” and improve diversity among unit 
commanders. 

But his handling of one complaint dis¬ 
cussed at the hearing quickly led a labor 
union to withdraw its support for him. 

Baldwin told lawmakers he had asked 
the Laborers International Union of North 
America to review the matter, but the union 
got very little help from Baldwin’s staff, 
said Ben Banchs, business manager for 



Brian BARBOUR/Courtesy of the U.S. Army National Guard 


Maj. Gen. David S. Baldwin, the adjutant 
general of California, attends a ceremony 
at the Joint Training Center in Jordan in 
February. California is considering a bill to 
remove the state’s inspector general from 
under the command of Baldwin. 

the labor organization, which represents 
servicemembers who also serve as civilian 
technicians in the Guard in 10 states and 
Guam. 

Banchs’ review found evidence to sup¬ 
port the servicemember’s claim that the 
Guard had failed to protect her from dis¬ 
criminatory retaliation after she com¬ 
plained of mistreatment. 

“If they really wanted to, they could 
clean house,” Banchs said. “But they don’t 
... they circle the wagons.” 


Racial tensions, 
sexual harassment allegations 

In the months after Baldwin was con¬ 
firmed, a Bay Area NBC News affiliate 
began investigating allegations of other 
mishandled complaints and reprisal, some 
of which were documented in a May 2011 
investigation conducted by equal employ¬ 
ment opportunity managers flown in from 
Oklahoma and Utah. 

The investigation, led by Ron Petty, an 
Oklahoma EEO manager and chief war¬ 
rant officer at the time, was made public 
in court filings in December as part of a 
lawsuit filed by Grace Contreras, a former 
civilian EEO specialist who claims she was 
reprised against after Petty interviewed 
her. 

Petty wrote to the court he was not al¬ 
lowed to complete the inquiry because the 
California Guard and the National Guard 
Bureau didn’t like what he had found, 
which included allegations that California 
Guard officials used bullying and intimi¬ 
dation to discourage complaints and rou¬ 
tinely ordered mental health evaluations of 
servicemembers who filed complaints. 

“Sexual harassment and hostile work 
environment is commonplace” and “racial 
tensions” were high. Petty wrote in his 
report. 

Among the allegations: Several people 
filed EEO complaints after a white soldier 
was promoted and named soldier of the 
month shortly after calling a black soldier 
the N-word during a public argument; a 
few months later, a black Guard member 
in charge of an office snack bar opened 
the money jar to find dollar bills with the 
N-word written on them; and a colonel 
and his female staff members dressed as 
a Catholic priest and nuns performed a 
raunchy skit at a retirement luncheon. 

California Guard employees “have se¬ 


rious trust issues with management, and 
they do not believe anyone when they are 
told things will improve,” Petty wrote. 

It’s unclear how much things have im¬ 
proved in the seven years since. 

Earlier this month, three high-ranking 
officers were fired from their leadership 
positions in the wake of a Los Angeles 
Times investigation. The report detailed 
whistleblower complaints and allegations 
that officials covered up an incident in 
which someone urinated in a female Guard 
member’s boots. 

Retired Col. John 
Haramalis, legislative 
director for the Cali¬ 
fornia National Guard 
Association and an 
author of the proposed 
legislation introduced 
by Democrat state 
Sen. Tom Umberg, a 
retired Army colonel, 
told the Los Angeles 
Times that in four of 
the last five years, 
the number of complaints reported to the 
nonprofit veterans group has increased or 
remained the same, averaging more than 
six a year recently. 

As a member of the California Guard, 
Haramalis had unsuccessfully sued the 
California Military Department over 
claims that Baldwin improperly prevented 
him from transferring to the Arizona Na¬ 
tional Guard to get promoted. 

In an interview with Stars and Stripes 
last month, Haramalis said Umberg’s bill 
would help prevent what he alleged were 
efforts to cover up complaints with investi¬ 
gations that selectively review information 
to reach a desired conclusion. 

“They already know how it’s going to 
turn out, it’s a question of how to get it 
there,” he said. 

The bill also includes a provision to allow 
servicemembers to sue the state for dam¬ 
ages from reprisals by military officers, 
meant to help give teeth to whistleblower 
protections, he said. 

“It’s a culture of impunity,” Haramalis 
said of the current situation. 
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F-35 to be billions 
costlier, DOD finds 



A IT-month-old boy, the son of an American contractor working on Ramstein Air Base, 
was rescued after he fell into a nearly 10-foot shaft in Erzenhausen, Germany, north of 
the base, on Monday. 

US toddler rescued in Germany 
after falling down 10-foot shaft 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Res¬ 
cue workers freed a 17-month-old Ameri¬ 
can boy after he became stuck in a deep 
shaft for three hours in a village near 
Ramstein Air Base. 

The boy lifted the cover of an empty cor¬ 
rugated plastic conduit while playing with 
his mother and brother outside their home 
in Erzenhausen on Monday. 

He fell into the conduit, estimated be¬ 
tween 10 and 15 feet deep and a foot wide, 
about 3 p.m., according to a Westpfalz Po¬ 
lice Department statement and Ramstein 
base officials. Workers freed the boy 
around 6 p.m., police said. 


By Erik Slavin 

Stars and Stripes 

The Army may need to pay officers a 
much larger midcareer incentive under the 
new blended retirement system if it wants 
to retain the same mix of experience it has 
now, a service-commissioned report said. 

To be kept on active duty for at least 20 
years, officers headed toward the 12-year 
mark in service may on average need as 
much as eight months of salary as con¬ 
tinuation pay, a new incentive that does not 
exist under the Army’s legacy retirement 
plan, according to a Rand Corp. report 
published this month. 

The study comes as the Army moves 
away from its legacy retirement system, 
which pays a larger guaranteed amount to 
soldiers after at least 20 years of service, 
to a blended system that pays out after less 
time served and matches more of a soldier’s 
contributions to a retirement account. 

Servicemembers who were in uniform 
prior to 2018 were grandfathered into the 
legacy retirement system, but those with 
fewer than 12 years of service, or reserv¬ 
ists with less than 4,320 retirement points, 
can opt into the blended system. 

Moving to the blended system creates 
uncertainty for the Army over future 
costs, outflows from active duty to the re¬ 
serve component and “whether the experi- 


Courtesy of the Weilerbach volunteer fire department 


German fire department personnel used 
a small excavator to dig a hole next to the 
tubing, then dug by hand the rest of the way 
to open the conduit and free the toddler. 

The boy is the son of a US. contractor 
working on Ramstein, base officials said. 

The child appeared uninjured but was 
taken via rescue helicopter to Saarland 
University Hospital in Homburg for obser¬ 
vation, according to Westpfalz police and 
base officials. 

Support from 569th U.S. Forces Police 
personnel on scene was primarily directed 
toward coordinating between the family 
and German first responders, base offi¬ 
cials said Tuesday. 

ferguson.brian@stripes.com 


To be kept on active 
duty for at least 20 
years, officers headed 
toward the 12-year mark 
in service may need as 
much as eight months of 
salary as continuation pay. 


ence mix of the Army would change in a 
way that no longer meets Army readiness 
requirements,” the Rand report stated. 

The Army must offer a minimum of 2.5 
months of basic pay to active-duty soldiers 
and a half-month of pay to Reserve and 
National Guard soldiers as continuation 
pay if they are participating in the blended 
system. The minimums would sustain en¬ 
listed retention at current rates, the study 
said. 

Rand’s simulations show that the blend¬ 
ed system would improve Reserve and Na¬ 
tional Guard participation among officers 
at minimum continuation pay rates, “but at 
the cost of substantially lower retention of 
midcareer [regular Army] officers.” 

Under one scenario that leaves continu¬ 
ation pay at their minimums, fewer active- 
duty officers complete 20 years of service; 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

Lockheed Martin’s F-35 jet, the world’s 
costliest weapons program, just got even 
costlier. 

The estimated total price for research 
and procurement has increased by $22 
billion in current dollars adjusted for in¬ 
flation, according to the Pentagon’s latest 
annual cost assessment of mqjor projects. 
The estimate for operating and supporting 
the fleet of fighters over more than six de¬ 
cades grew by almost $73 billion to $1,196 
trillion. 

The increase to $428.4 billion from 
$406.2 billion in acquisition costs, about 
a 5.5 percent increase, isn’t due to poor 
performance, delays or excessive costs 
for labor or materials, according to the 
Defense Department’s latest Selected Ac¬ 
quisition Report sent to Congress last week 
and obtained by Bloomberg News. 

Instead, the increase reflects for the first 
time the current cost estimates for a m^or 
set of upgrades planned in coming “Block 
4” modifications, according to the report. 

“Ensuring our Block 4 efforts are cap¬ 
tured in our acquisition baseline and now 
in our SAR help us to provide full transpar¬ 
ency and status on our F-35 modernization 
progress,” the Pentagon’s F-35 program 
office said in an emailed statement. 

“The F-35 program remains within all 
cost, schedule and performance thresholds 
and continues to make steady progress,” 
the program office said in its statement. 
The office “is committed to the delivery 
of cost-effective warfighting capability 
across all areas of the program.” 

But the long-range cost estimate for oper¬ 
ating the fleet from 2011 to 2077 was prob¬ 
lematic even before the latest independent 


officer participation in the Reserve and 
the National Guard rise by 7.2% and 2.1%, 
respectively. 

To keep current levels of retention and 
experience, an active-duty mqjor with 12 
years of service would need to be offered 
about $140,000 in continuation pay, rather 
than the minimum of $17,633, the study 
concluded. Under an optimized scenario. 
Reserve officers would be offered about 
two months’ salary and National Guard 
officers would receive a full month of pay, 
rather than the half-month minimums. 

The study assumed that the continuation 
pay would be paid at 12 years of service, 
though the law allows the Army to pay as 
early as the eighth year of service. 

While the added continuation pay would 
cost the Army more in the short term, 
over time the service would save money 
because opt-in rates into the more cost-ef¬ 
fective blended system would be higher, 
the study said. The blended system pays 
out a smaller pension than the legacy plan, 
which pays soldiers who serve at least 20 
years a set amount based on time in ser¬ 
vice and highest three years of base pay. 

However, in addition to the continuation 
pay benefit, the blended system’s Thrift 
Savings Plan contributions vest after two 
years and allow contributions up to 5% of 
basic pay with a 4% match. 

slavin.erik@stripes.com 


Pentagon cost projection of an increase to 
$1,196 trillion. By contrast, the F-35 pro¬ 
gram office’s latest estimate declined by 
about $8.5 billion to $1 trillion. 

The projected increase is likely to be 
scrutinized by lawmakers. Pentagon ac¬ 
quisition chief Ellen Lord and acting De¬ 
fense Secretary Pat Shanahan because 
they have been pushing the program office 
and Lockheed to reduce projected opera¬ 
tions and support costs. 

As a potential sign of concern, the Penta¬ 
gon’s fiscal 2021 proposed budget calls for 
17 fewer F-35s than planned — 81, accord¬ 
ing to the Selected Acquisition Report. 

“At current estimates, the projected F- 
35 sustainment outlays based upon given 
planned fleet growth will strain future ser¬ 
vice operations and support budgets,” the 
report said. Lockheed also “must embrace 
much-needed supply chain management 
affordability initiatives, optimize priori¬ 
ties across the supply chain for spare and 
new production parts” and share the data 
rights to certain F-35 software with the 
Pentagon. 

Carolyn Nelson, a spokeswoman for 
Bethesda, Md.-based Lockheed, said in an 
email that the contractor “is taking aggres¬ 
sive action to build supply chain capacity, 
reduce supply chain costs and improve 
parts availability to help drive sustainment 
costs down while enhancing readiness.” 

She said the company has “reduced our 
portion of ‘cost per aircraft’ per year by 15 
percent since 2015 and we continue to look 
for ways to reduce costs.” 

The U.S. still plans to buy 2,456 total of 
the jets in its variations —1,763 for the Air 
Force, 420 for the Marines and 273 for the 
Navy. The totals don’t include more than 
700 potential foreign military sales. 


Air Force kills 
328 regulations 

By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

Airmen should soon have fewer unnec¬ 
essary boxes to check and conflicting rules 
to mull over as the Air Force nears comple¬ 
tion of an effort to streamline instructions 
across the service. 

With four months left on a 24-month 
timetable, the Air Force has eliminated 328 
published instructions and revised another 
450, according to a Friday memo signed by 
Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson, Chief 
of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein and Chief 
Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright. 

There are still 719 remaining instruc¬ 
tions and regulations pending changes; 
180 of those are scheduled for elimination, 
officials said in the memo. 

The streamlining will mean fewer tasks, 
reduced checklist items and removal of du¬ 
plicate instructions, among other changes. 

Wilson announced the 24-month reduc¬ 
tion to allow “greater flexibility and mis¬ 
sion focus” during an April 2017 speech. 
The 1,300 official instructions targeted for 
review were often outdated and inconsis¬ 
tent, breeding cynicism when airmen feel 
they cannot possibly follow every written 
rule, Wilson said during the speech. 
ferguson.brian@stripes.com 


Study: Perks needed to keep key Army officers 
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2020 Democrats clash over impeachment 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., shown speaking at a conference in New 
Orleans on Friday, is among the Democrats calling for President Donald Trump’s impeachment. 


Associated Press 

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Cali¬ 
fornia Sen. Kamala Harris joined 
the call for President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment as five 
leading Democratic presidential 
contenders clashed in a series of 
prime-time town hall meetings 
that exposed deep divisions in a 
party desperate to end the Trump 
presidency. 

Harris’ support for impeach¬ 
ment follows Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren’s push for Con¬ 
gress to begin the process to re¬ 
move the Republican president 
following the release of special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s redact¬ 
ed report — a plan all but certain 
to fail without significant Repub¬ 
lican support. 

“There is no political inconve¬ 
nience exception to the United 
States Constitution,” Warren 
said. “If any other human being 
in this country had done what’s 
documented in the Mueller re¬ 
port, they would be arrested and 
put in jail.” 

The impeachment debate, 
which is raging among Demo¬ 
crats nationwide, played out on 
national television Monday as 
five 2020 hopefuls represent¬ 
ing different wings of the party 
addressed young voters in New 
Hampshire. While they took 
turns on stage, the forum, hosted 
by CNN, marked the first time in 
this young presidential primary 
season in which multiple candi¬ 
dates appeared on national televi¬ 
sion for the same event. 

The five-hour marathon 
marked a preview of sorts for the 
party’s first formal presidential 
debate, set for late June. 

On Monday, they clashed from 
afar while taking questions from 
college students about free col¬ 
lege, free health care, gun control 


and impeachment. 

A central question faced candi¬ 
dates throughout the night: Who 
is best positioned to deny Trump 
a second term? 

Bernie Sanders, a front-runner 
in the crowded Democratic field 
who has pushed much of his party 
to the left in recent years, was 
asked to defend his decision to 
embrace democratic socialism. 

“It’s a radical idea,” he said. 
“Maybe not everyone agrees. 
But I happen to believe we ought 
to have a government that repre¬ 
sents working families and not 
just the 1 percent.” 

Republicans, led by Trump, 
have spent much of the last year 
warning voters that Democrats 
would take the country toward so¬ 
cialism should they win in 2020. 


Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobu- 
char, who has cast herself as a 
Midwestern pragmatist well-po¬ 
sitioned to appeal to the middle of 
the country, refused to embrace 
“Medicare for All,” free college 
or Trump’s impeachment. 

“I wish I could staple a free col¬ 
lege diploma to every one of your 
chairs,” Klobuchar told the audi¬ 
ence of college students. “I have 
to be straight with you and tell 
you the truth.” 

Warren, a champion for her 
party’s more liberal wing, called 
for an “ultra-millionaires’ tax” on 
income over $50 million to help 
pay for free college, free child 
care for all children 5 and young¬ 
er, free universal prekindergar¬ 
ten and student debt forgiveness. 

“We say good for you that you 


have now gotten this great for¬ 
tune,” she said of the nation’s 
wealthiest taxpayers. “But you 
gotta pay something back so ev¬ 
erybody else gets a chance.” 

The Republicans tasked with 
helping Trump win reelection 
paid close attention to the Demo¬ 
crats’ answers, seeking political 
ammunition to tear them down. 

GOP Chair Ronna McDaniel 
pounced on Sanders’ call to re¬ 
store the voting rights of felons, 
including people like the Boston 
Marathon bomber, who killed 
three people and injured hun¬ 
dreds in 2013 with a pair of pres¬ 
sure-cooker bombers and was 
sentenced to death. 

“I think the right to vote is in¬ 
herent to our democracy,” Sand¬ 
ers said. 


“Yes, even for terrible people.” 

McDaniel responded on social 
media: “If you had any doubt 
about how radical the Democrat 
Party has become, their 2020 
frontrunner wants to let terrorists 
convicted of murdering Ameri¬ 
can citizens vote from prison. It’s 
beyond extreme.” 

South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg, who has generated 
tremendous buzz recently in the 
Democratic field, also opposed 
Sanders’ position. The 37-year- 
old openly gay former military of¬ 
ficer said felons should have their 
voting rights restored only after 
they leave prison, not before. 

There was very little discussion 
of immigration, an issue that has 
largely defined Trump’s presi¬ 
dency. Most of the Democrats 
seeking the presidency support 
a pathway to legal status for im¬ 
migrants in the country illegally, 
particularly those brought to the 
country as children. 

Buttigieg noted that most 
Americans support such a plan, 
based on public polls. And he 
condemned Trump for inflaming 
immigration tensions for political 
gain. 

“We’ve got a White House that’s 
actually computed that it’s better 
off politically if this problem goes 
unsolved,” Buttigieg said. “It’s 
been used to divide us.” 

Foreign policy was also an af¬ 
terthought for most of the night, 
though Sanders drew cheers from 
the young crowd when he con¬ 
demned Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu for treating 
Palestinians “unfairly.” 

Just five of the roughly 20 
Democratic presidential candi¬ 
dates participated in Monday’s 
forum. Former Vice President 
Joe Biden, expected to announce 
his candidacy later in the week, 
was among the missing. 


1 Fed choice steps aside as 
another faces new doubts 


Trump threatens crackdown 
on high visa overstay countries 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is considering 
suspending or limiting entry 
to the US. for individuals from 
countries with high rates of short¬ 
term visa overstays — a proposal 
vaguely reminiscent of the con¬ 
troversial travel bans President 
Donald Trump pursued during 
his first year in office. 

In a memo signed Monday, 
Trump directs officials to exam¬ 
ine new ways to minimize the 
number of people overstaying 
their business and tourist visas 
as part of a renewed focus on im¬ 
migration as the 2020 campaign 
kicks into high gear. 

The memo says the adminis¬ 
tration is considering develop¬ 
ing “admission bonds” — people 
entering the country would pay 
a fee that would be reimbursed 
when they leave — in an effort to 


improve compliance. 

“We have laws that need to be 
followed to keep Americans safe 
and to protect the integrity of a 
system where, right now, there 
are millions of people who are 
waiting in line to come to Ameri¬ 
ca to seek the American Dream,” 
Trump said in a statement. 

More people are in the US. 
because they overstay visas than 
because they cross the border il¬ 
legally, according to the nonparti¬ 
san Center for Migration Studies. 
Some of the countries with high 
overstay rates include Chad, Dji¬ 
bouti, Eritrea, Liberia, the Solo¬ 
mon Islands, Benin and Burkina 
Faso. Officials say 20 countries 
have rates over 10%. 

The memo gives the secretar¬ 
ies of state and homeland security 
120 days to come up with recom¬ 
mendations, including potentially 
limiting how long visas last. 


The idea of restricting travel 
from high overstay countries is 
part of a long list of proposals 
being tossed around by officials 
as they try to appease a president 
who has been seething over the 
influx of migrants at the border 
as he tries to make good on his 
2016 campaign promises and en¬ 
ergize his base going into 2020. 

The ideas have ranged from 
the extreme — including Trump’s 
threat to completely shut down 
the southern border and resume 
the widely denounced practice of 
separating children from parents 
— to more subtle tweaks to the 
legal immigration system. 

Plans are also in the works to 
have border patrol agents, instead 
of asylum officers, conduct initial 
interviews to determine whether 
migrants seeking asylum have 
a “credible fear” of returning to 
their homelands. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to re¬ 
shape the Federal Reserve stum¬ 
bled on Monday, with one of his 
potential nominees for the Fed’s 
board withdrawing from consid¬ 
eration and another being envel¬ 
oped by fresh doubts. 

Herman Cain, a former CEO 
of Godfather’s Pizza, asked to be 
taken out of the running for an 
influential post at the US. central 
bank. Trump tweeted. Cain had 
dropped out of the 2012 presiden¬ 
tial race after facing allegations 
of sexual harassment and infidel¬ 
ity — issues that resurfaced after 
Trump said earlier this month 
that he planned to nominate Cain 
for the Fed. 

Separately, CNN on Monday 
unearthed opinion columns that 
Trump’s other pick for a Fed board 
vacancy, conservative commen¬ 
tator Stephen Moore, wrote in the 
early 2000s. Among the opinions 


Moore asserted in those columns 
was that women should be barred 
from refereeing, announcing or 
even selling beer at men’s college 
basketball games. 

Those writings appeared on 
the conservative National Review 
website. 

Moore told CNN that the ar¬ 
ticles were “a spoof” “I have a 
sense of humor,” he said. 

Several other controversies 
have also dogged Moore. A lien 
of more than $75,000 was filed 
against him in January 2018 for 
unpaid taxes. Reports have also 
indicated that he has fallen be¬ 
hind on alimony and child sup¬ 
port payments to his ex-wife. 

On top of that, both Cain and 
Moore have faced widespread 
criticism that they are unquali¬ 
fied for a critically important 
role on the world’s most influen¬ 
tial central bank and that Trump 
chose them mainly for their alle¬ 
giance to him and his priorities. 
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‘Glamping' 

Kan. couple designs covered wagons 
to provide luxury camping experience 


Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. — A Kan¬ 
sas couple is turning the concept 
of covered wagons that pioneers 
once used to journey west into a 
luxury experience for campers 
who want to enjoy nature without 
sacrificing the comforts of elec¬ 
tricity and spacious beds. 

Dennis and Donna Steinman 
have built their first 26-by-lO- 
foot wagon to accommodate those 
interested in high-end glamour 
camping, or “glamping,” the Law¬ 
rence Journal-World reported. 

The Douglas County couple’s 
canvas-covered wagons will be 
able to fit a king- or queen-sized 
bed, a bunk bed and a glass- 
topped wagon wheel table. 

Their PlainsCraft Conestoga 
Wagons are also equipped with 
electrical outlets, and the couple 
is looking into how to heat and 
cool the interiors. 

“The idea is to go camping and 


not give up the amenities,” said 
Dennis Steinman. He envisions 
the wagons being parked at win¬ 
eries, ranch¬ 
es, state and 
national 
parks, hunt¬ 
ing lodges 
and resorts. 

“They are 
like sleep¬ 
ing in a 
motel room,” 
Donna Stein¬ 
man added. 

The couple 
shares a love 
for pioneer 
history. Den¬ 
nis Steinman 
said he has 
fond memo¬ 
ries of riding in a small covered 
wagon that his dad built in his 
youth. 

“Today, there is a real trend 
growing in glamping. So I started 


The idea 
is to go 
camping 
and not 
give up the 
amenities. ^ 

Dennis 

Steinman 

co-creator of 
PlainsCraft 
Conestoga 
Wagons 



Photos by Kathy Hanks, the Lawrence (Kan.) Journal-World/AP 

Dennis Steinman stands inside and outside his first covered wagon in rural Douglas County, Kan. 


doing research. These wagons 
would fit in perfectly,” he said. 

The Steinmans’ first wagon is 
parked at their rural home be¬ 
tween Lawrence and Lecompton. 
They have received orders for 
two wagons to be used for guest 
housing at an Oklahoma ranch. 

Dennis Steinman hopes to build 
20 wagons in their business’ first 
year. 

“We’re just getting started,” he 
said. 



Teen blames facial recognition for arrests, sues Apple for $1B 


The Washington Post 

A teenager from New York is 
suing Apple for $1 billion, claim¬ 
ing that a facial recognition sys¬ 
tem at its stores falsely connected 
him to a series of thefts. 

Ousmane Bah, 18, who was ar¬ 
rested at his home in November, 
alleges that the warrant includ¬ 
ed a photo of someone else. The 
lawsuit also said a detective with 
the New York Police Department 
concluded that the thief caught on 


the store’s surveillance camera 
“looked nothing like” Bah. 

The lawsuit, citing the detec¬ 
tive, says Apple uses facial rec¬ 
ognition technology to identify 
shoplifters. 

Apple did not immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for comment. 

Bah said he had an interim 
learner’s permit, which does not 
have a photo, that had either been 
lost or stolen. His attorney told 
The Washington Post that the 


permit may have been presented 
as identification at Apple stores, 
erroneously matching Bah’s 
name with the thief’s face in the 
company’s security system. That 
means every time the perpetra¬ 
tor walked into an Apple store, 
his face would register as Bah on 
Apple’s surveillance. 

Bah had been charged in mul¬ 
tiple jurisdictions including New 
York, Massachusetts, Delaware 
and New Jersey, according to the 


lawsuit. Charges in three cases 
against Bah have been dropped, 
but the New Jersey case is still 
pending. 

A spokeswoman for the New 
York Police Department said the 
case there had been sealed and 
she could not provide information 
about it. 

According to the lawsuit. Bah 
“was forced to respond to mul¬ 
tiple false allegations which led 
to severe stress and hardship in 


his life, and also significant dam¬ 
age to his positive reputation that 
he had put so much effort into 
upholding.” 

The lawsuit seeks damages 
of $1 billion, a declaration that 
Apple “wrongfully and baselessly 
damaged” Bah’s reputation and a 
court order compelling Apple to 
“address the mistake in the stored 
data” that ties Bah’s identifying 
information to the company’s fa¬ 
cial recognition technology. 


As it turns out, great white sharks are scared of something too 


The Washington Post 

Jaws is afraid of Free Willy. 

A new study published in Na¬ 
ture last week demonstrated 
that when pods of orcas entered 
an area around South Farallon 
Island off the coast of San Fran¬ 
cisco, the great white sharks in 
the area cleared out — and didn’t 
return for months. 


No ocean predator is more fear¬ 
some in the public imagination 
than the great white shark, but 
even they appear to steer clear 
of orcas, highly intelligent pack 
hunters that have been observed 
on rare occasions to attack great 
whites — and eat their livers. 

“On one occasion, we had 17 
sharks that we were tracking si¬ 


multaneously at the island when 
a group of orcas showed up,” said 
Salvador Jorgensen, of the Mon¬ 
terey Bay Aquarium, who led the 
study that involved Stanford Uni¬ 
versity and Point Blue Conserva¬ 
tion Science. 

“We were able to see from the 
data all the sharks leaving the 
side of the island the orcas had ar¬ 
rived on, and within a few hours. 


had vacated the island complete¬ 
ly,” he said. 

The findings are the result of 
27 years of research, but Jor¬ 
gensen suspected the two preda¬ 
tors had been doing this dance for 
a while. 

Scientists tagged 165 great 
white sharks between 2006 and 
2013, luring them to boats with 
seal decoys made out of everyday 


carpet before affixing them with 
beacons that sent codes to sensors 
throughout their territory. 

That way, scientists could track 
their movements. 

Point Blue Conservation Sci¬ 
ence surveyed orca activity 
around Southeast Farallon Island, 
helping the team understand how 
the orcas and sharks interacted. 
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Border group leader showed agent weapons 

Criminal complaint indicates Hopkins told supporters they were ‘training to assassinate’ Dems 


By Cedar Attanasio 

Associated Press 

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — The 
leader of an armed group that has 
been detaining asylum-seeking 
families from Central America 
near the Mexican border said two 
years ago that he was training 
supporters to assassinate Hill¬ 
ary Clinton, Barack Obama and 
billionaire Democratic support¬ 
er George Soros, according to a 
criminal complaint filed Monday. 

The FBI declined to comment 
on why it waited to bring charges 
against Larry Hopkins following 
a search in 2017 but his arrest fol¬ 
lows widespread criticism after 
videos surfaced of their members 
carrying firearms and detaining 
groups of immigrants crossing 
the border. 

Members of the group the 


United Constitutional Patriots 
say they want to draw attention to 
immigration violations and assist 
federal law enforcement in pa¬ 
trolling the border. 

Hopkins, 69, made an initial 
appearance in federal court on 
Monday, two days after the FBI 
arrested him on charges of pos¬ 
session of firearms by a felon. He 
was arrested in Sunland Park, 
N.M., a suburb of El Paso, Texas, 
where his group has been stop¬ 
ping migrants, alerting the Bor¬ 
der Patrol and ordering them to 
wait until agents arrive. 

He will plead not guilty at a 
hearing next week in Albuquer¬ 
que, said Kelly O’Connell, his at¬ 
torney. He is being held without 
bond. 

Hopkins allegedly invited an 
FBI agent into his home in 2017 
and showed him at least nine 


weapons, including an AK-47 as¬ 
sault rifle and ammunition. Ac¬ 
cording to the complaint, he first 
told the agent that the weapons 
belonged to his live-in girlfriend, 
but then referred to one of the 
weapons as his. 

Hopkins told members of the 
Patriots in 2017 that they “were 
training to assassinate George 
Soros, Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama, because of these 
individuals support of Antifa,” 
or anti-fascists, according to the 
complaint. 

Members call Hopkins their 
“commander” online and in evi¬ 
dence presented to the federal 
court. 

A Patriots spokesman, Jim 
Benvie, dismissed the allegations 
as “fake news.” He posted a video 
saying that it may move its base 
from Sunland Park to another lo¬ 


cation because of excessive media 
attention. 

“It’s a false narrative that we’re 
a bunch of armed lunatics and 
we’re holding kids at gunpoint,” 
Benvie said. 

Hopkins is barred from pos¬ 
sessing weapons because of three 
felony convictions. According to 
the FBI he was first convicted 
of illegal weapons possession in 
Michigan in 1996, and then again 
in Klamath County, Ore., in 2006, 
along with a charge of imperson¬ 
ating a peace officer. 

According to a police report in 
the Oregon case, Hopkins showed 
two firearms to a group of juve¬ 
niles and a badge that said “spe¬ 
cial agent.” 

New Mexico Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham said last week 
that she was working with state 
and local police to address the 


armed groups. “Menacing or 
threatening migrant families and 
asylum-seekers is absolutely un¬ 
acceptable and must cease,” she 
wrote on Twitter. 

The American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union of New Mexico wrote 
Lujan Grisham and state Attor¬ 
ney General Hector Balderas on 
Thursday, urging them to investi¬ 
gate the incidents, including what 
it said was the detention of nearly 
300 people on April 16 near Sun¬ 
land Park. 

Armed civilian groups have 
been a fixture on the border for 
years, especially when large 
numbers of migrants come. But, 
unlike in previous times, many 
of the migrants are children. In 
the Border Patrol’s El Paso sec¬ 
tor, 86% of arrests in March were 
people who came as families or 
unaccompanied children. 


Accuser calls Biden’s jokes 
about touching ‘disrespectful’ 



Mic Smith/AP 


Former Vice President Joe Biden, right, and his wife, Jill, greet 
people before former Sen. Ernest “Fritz” Hollings’ funeral April 16 
in Charleston, S.C. Lucy Flores, who accused Biden of touching her 
without permission, says she is upset by his joking about the matter. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A Nevada 
Democrat who accused Joe 
Biden of touching her without 
permission says the former vice 
president has been “so incredibly 
disrespectful” by joking about 
the matter. 

Lucy Flores leveled her criti¬ 
cism Monday on Fox News as 
Biden nears an announcement of 
his 2020 presidential campaign. 

Flores, a former Nevada state 
legislator, said she wants to force 
a discussion of how powerful men 
treat women, even as she affirms 
that her recollections of a 2014 
encounter with Biden don’t in¬ 
volve touching of a sexual or vio¬ 
lent nature. 

“The basis of the behavior that I 
talked about was something much 
more serious than just a hug,” 
Flores said on Fox, referring to 
her account that during a 2014 
political event Biden touched her 
shoulders from behind, smelled 
her hair and kissed her head 
without permission. 

“That is unprofessional, inap¬ 
propriate behavior, no matter 
who does it,” Flores added, saying 
that Biden and others have made 
light of his long history of openly 
affectionate behavior toward oth¬ 
ers, particularly women. 

“We’re talking about the fact 
that, as women, we have had to 
endure this kind of inappropriate 
behavior on behalf of powerful 
men certainly for as long as I’ve 
been alive — you know, forever,” 
Flores said. 

Biden has said he doesn’t re¬ 
call his meeting with Flores the 
same way that she does, and he 
has forcefully asserted that he’s 
never touched anyone in a way he 


believed was inappropriate. 

But after accounts from Flores 
and other women, Biden released 
a video saying he would be “much 
more mindful” of personal space. 

“Social norms have begun to 
change,” he said in the video. 

Within days, however, Biden 
was on stage at an electrical 


workers conference joking that 
he had “permission” to hug the 
union leader who introduced him. 
He later repeated the quip about 
a boy he invited on stage. 

A Biden spokesman did not 
immediately respond late Mon¬ 
day night to Flores’ most recent 
criticisms. 


Washington State Dems 
criticize GOP lawmaker 
for chats abont spying 


Associated Press 

SPOKANE, Wash. — Wash¬ 
ington Gov. Jay Inslee and other 
state Democrats are criticizing a 
conservative state representative 
for appearing to support spying 
on political opponents. 

The Guardian newspaper re¬ 
ported Saturday it had obtained 
the contents of chats involving Re¬ 
publican Rep. Matt Shea, of Spo¬ 
kane Valley, and three other men 
proposing to confront leftists with 
a variety of tactics, including vio¬ 
lence, surveillance and intimida¬ 
tion. The chats on the messaging 
app Signal took place in the days 
leading up to a supposed left-wing 
revolt in November 2017. The re¬ 
volt never occurred. 

Shea turned around and walked 
away when asked for a comment 
at the state Capitol in Olympia on 
Monday. He also did not respond 
to a telephone message and email 
sent by The Associated Press. 

All of the men used screen 
aliases. The Guardian said it 
confirmed the identity of those 
in the chat, including Shea, by 
cross-checking phone numbers 
attached to the Signal accounts. 

Apart from violence, the men 
extensively discussed tactics of 
surveillance and intimidation. 
In response to a request in the 
chat for background checks on 
Spokane residents. Shea volun¬ 
teered to help, going on to name 
three individuals, the newspaper 
reported. 

“I call on House Republicans to 
do the right thing and eject Matt 
Shea from their caucus,” Demo¬ 
cratic Lt. Gov. Cyrus Habib wrote 
on Twitter this past weekend. 

Inslee, who is seeking the Dem¬ 
ocratic presidential nomination. 



Ted S. Warhen/AP 


Washington State Democrats 
say state Rep. Matt Shea, 
R-Spokane Valley, appears 
to support spying on political 
opponents. 

said Monday that Shea’s behavior 
had crossed a line. 

“He participated in conversa¬ 
tions that advocated for violence 
against those with dissenting 
opinions,” Inslee said. “He is 
actively conspiring with others 
to surveil and target political 
activists.” 

Shea, who represents a deeply 
conservative district, has served 
in the state House since 2008, and 
has embraced far-right conspira¬ 
cy theories, mingled with militia 
groups and visited right-wing ac¬ 
tivists who seized a wildlife ref¬ 
uge in Oregon in 2016. 

The six-term legislator and 
military veteran came to inter¬ 
national attention in 2018 after a 
document he authored laid out a 
“biblical basis for war” against 
people who practiced same-sex 
marriage and abortion. 
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Calif, lawmakers 
debate bill on fatal 
police shootings 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


At a cemetery in Seattle, Katrina Spade, the founder and CEO of Recompose, displays a sample of 
the compost material left from the decomposition of a cow, using wood chips, alfalfa and straw. The 
Washington Legislature has approved a bill that would allow so-called “human composting.” 

Back to Earth: Washington state 
set to allow ‘human composting’ 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Round two gets underway Tues¬ 
day in California’s fight over 
how best to limit fatal shootings 
by police through nation-leading 
reforms. 

State legislators are debating 
a measure that proponents said 
would set a national precedent 
by creating statewide guidelines 
on when officers can use lethal 
force and requiring that every 
officer be trained in ways to 
avoid opening fire. 

But opponents said the law en¬ 
forcement-backed bill doesn’t go 
far enough because it would en¬ 
shrine current rules that allow 
police to kill if they reasonably 
believe that they or others are in 
imminent danger. 

They are backing competing 
legislation sparked by last year’s 
shooting of unarmed vandal¬ 
ism suspect Stephen Clark that 
would set the first statewide 
policy allowing police to kill 
only if they have exhausted non- 
lethal methods of resolution or 
de-escalation. 

“As law enforcement offi¬ 
cers, we know we can improve 
— we need to do everything in 
our power to minimize the use 
of force,” Peace Officers Re¬ 
search Association of California 
President Brian Marvel said in 
a statement before his scheduled 
testimony at the Senate hearing. 
“The country is watching. They 
are counting on California to 
lead.” 

California Police Chiefs Asso¬ 
ciation President Ron Lawrence 
said the bill incorporates best 
practices from around the coun¬ 
try. Aside from the use-of-force 
policies and training, it would re¬ 
quire that the policies be public 
and set standards for reporting 
uses of force. It requires officers 
to provide medical aid to injured 
suspects and to report and stop 


any excessive force they see used 
by other officers. 

The training includes how to 
better respond to mental health 
crisis situations that Protect Cal¬ 
ifornia President Robert Harris 
said account for nearly 25% of all 
fatal officer-involved shootings. 
Law enforcement groups formed 
the nonprofit to promote their 
alternative to changing the legal 
standard on using force. 

Illustrating the contentious¬ 
ness of the debate, Lawrence, 
Marvel and California Associa¬ 
tion of Highway Patrolmen Pres¬ 
ident Rick Labeske released a 
joint public letter Monday back¬ 
ing what they said is a “sweep¬ 
ing reform to California’s use of 
force policies.” 

Opponents countered with two 
Capitol rallies backing the com¬ 
peting bill by Democratic As¬ 
semblywoman Shirley Weber, of 
San Diego, that would toughen 
the legal standard for using le¬ 
thal force. 

“It changes the status quo and 
that is always a hard thing to do 
against an institution like the 
police force,” Weber said at one 
rally organized by the California 
chapter of the Council on Ameri- 
can-Islamic Relations. 

The bill carried by Democratic 
Sen. Anna Caballero, of Salinas, 
has 17 Democratic and four Re¬ 
publican co-authors in the 120- 
member Legislature. 

The progressive advocacy 
group Courage Campaign, which 
ran ads promoting Weber’s bill, 
criticized Caballero for accept¬ 
ing nearly $12,000 from law en¬ 
forcement organizations. 

Peter Bibring, the American 
Civil Liberties Union’s director 
of police practices for Califor¬ 
nia, said her bill was written “to 
give legislators a way to vote for 
something that looks like they’re 
addressing police shootings, 
while still falling short of real 
accountability.” 


By Rachel La Corte 
Associated Press 

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Wash¬ 
ington appears set to become the 
first state to allow a burial alter¬ 
native known as “natural organic 
reduction” — an accelerated de¬ 
composition process that turns 
bodies into soil within weeks. 

The bill legalizing the process, 
sometimes referred to as “human 
composting,” has passed the Leg¬ 
islature and is headed to the desk 
of Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee. 

If signed by Inslee, the new law 
would take effect May 1,2020. In¬ 
slee spokeswoman Jaime Smith 
said that while the governor’s 
office is still reviewing the bill, 
“this seems like a thoughtful ef¬ 
fort to soften our footprint” on the 
Earth. 

The measure’s sponsor. Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Jamie Pedersen, of Se¬ 
attle, said the low environmental 
impact way to dispose of remains 
makes sense, especially in crowd¬ 
ed urban areas. 

The natural organic reduction 
process yields a cubic yard of soil 


per body — enough to fill about 
two large wheelbarrows. Peder¬ 
sen said that the same laws that 
apply to scattered cremated re¬ 
mains apply to the soil. Relatives 
can keep the soil in urns, use it to 
plant a tree on private property 
or spread it on public land in the 
state as long as they comply with 
existing permissions regarding 
remains. 

“It is sort of astonishing that 
you have this completely univer¬ 
sal human experience — we’re all 
going to die — and here’s an area 
where technology has done noth¬ 
ing for us,” Pedersen said. “We 
have the two means of disposing 
of human bodies that we’ve had 
for thousands of years, burying 
and burning. It just seems like an 
area that is ripe for having tech¬ 
nology help give us some better 
options than we have used.” 

Pedersen said an entrepreneur¬ 
ial constituent whose study of the 
process became her master’s the¬ 
sis brought the idea to him. 

Katrina Spade, the founder and 
CEO of Recompose, was a gradu¬ 
ate student in architecture at the 


University of Massachusetts Am¬ 
herst when she came up with the 
idea — modeling it on a practice 
farmers have used for decades to 
dispose of livestock. 

She modified that process a bit 
and found that the use of wood 
chips, alfalfa and straw creates a 
mixture of nitrogen and carbon 
that accelerates natural decom¬ 
position when a body is placed 
in a temperature- and moisture- 
controlled vessel and rotated. 

Six human bodies — all donors 
who Spade said wanted to be part 
of this study — were reduced to 
soil during a pilot project at Wash¬ 
ington State University last year. 
The transformation from body to 
soil took between four and seven 
weeks. Spade said. 

A price for the service hasn’t 
yet been set, but the Recompose 
website states that the company’s 
“goal is to build a sustainable 
business to make recomposition 
a permanent death care option, 
serve people for decades to come 
and make our services available 
to all who want them.” 


Case dismissed for 3 Arizona students who protested border agents 


By Jacques Billeaud 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Charges were 
dismissed against three students 
involved in a protest of US. Bor¬ 
der Patrol agents at the Univer¬ 
sity of Arizona that was captured 
on video. 

The case was dismissed Fri¬ 
day at the request of prosecutors 
after they learned the university 
will conduct an administrative 
investigation into the March 19 
protest in Tucson, said Ame¬ 
lia Cramer, chief deputy for the 


Pima County Attorney’s Office. 

She noted the students could 
face punishments if they’re found 
to have violated the university’s 
code of conduct. 

The video shows a student 
standing in a hallway as two Bor¬ 
der Patrols agents spoke inside 
a classroom to a student law en¬ 
forcement club, which had invited 
the agents to speak. The protester 
repeatedly referred to the Border 
Patrol as the “murder patrol.” 

“This is supposed to be a safe 
space for students, but they allow 
an extension of the KKK into 


campus,” said the student, who 
later declined an invitation to join 
the group inside the classroom. 

Other students later joined in 
the chants of “murder patrol” 
as the agents walked out of the 
classroom and were followed to a 
parking garage. 

The video footage sparked 
anger among members of the 
union that represents Border Pa¬ 
trol agents. A few days later, the 
university announced that two 
students were being charged with 
interference with the peaceful 
conduct of an educational insti¬ 


tution for their role in the pro¬ 
test. The third student was later 
charged. 

Supporters say the three stu¬ 
dents —Denisse Moreno Melchor, 
Mariel Alexandra Bustamante 
and Marianna Ariel Coles-Curtis 
— had free speech rights to pro¬ 
test the agents’ presence. They 
started an online campaign to 
drop the case and staged demon¬ 
strations in Tucson. 

A protest planned for Monday 
outside Pima County Consolidat¬ 
ed Justice Court, where the three 
were scheduled to be arraigned. 


was called off 

In separate interviews Monday, 
the three students attributed the 
dismissal to pressure that their 
supporters put on authorities, in¬ 
cluding a flood of phone calls to 
the county attorney’s office. 

Bustamante said she believes 
the charges were a response from 
pressure that the Border Patrol 
union put on the university. “It 
seems like they wanted to make 
an example of us,” Bustamante 
said. 
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Court rejects Manning's effort to leave jail 


Associated Press 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. — A federal ap¬ 
peals court on Monday rejected a bid by 
former Army intelligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning to be released from jail after re¬ 
fusing to testify to a grand jury investigat¬ 
ing Wikileaks. 

The three-paragraph, unanimous deci¬ 
sion from a three-judge panel of the 4th 
US. Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond 
rejects both Manning’s argument that she 
was erroneously found in civil contempt 
of court and her request for bail while the 
contempt decision is litigated. 

Manning has been jailed at the Alexan¬ 
dria Detention Center since March 8 after 
refusing to testify to the Wikileaks grand 


jury. 

Since her incarceration, criminal 
charges against Wikileaks founder Julian 
Assange have been unsealed and US. offi¬ 
cials have requested his extradition. Man¬ 
ning’s lawyers argued that her testimony is 
unnecessary in part because Assange has 
already been charged. 

Manning served seven years in a mili¬ 
tary prison for leaking a trove of military 
and diplomatic documents to Wikileaks 
before then-President Barack Obama 
commuted the remainder of her 35-year 
sentence. 

Manning’s lawyers also argued that she 
told authorities everything she knew dur¬ 
ing her court-martial investigation and 


that her incarceration was unnecessarily 
cruel because the jail is unable to provide 
adequate medical care in connection with 
gender-reassignment surgery Manning 
underwent. 

Prosecutors responded that they believe 
Manning, who was granted immunity for 
her grand jury testimony, may have more 
to say about her interactions with Wikile¬ 
aks than has been previously disclosed, 
and that Manning is out of line for disrupt¬ 
ing the grand jury process simply on her 
speculation that she is being singled out for 
harassment. 

They also say that the jail has gone out 
of its way to accommodate her medical 
needs. 


Prosecutors have called Manning’s leak 
to Wikileaks one of the largest compromis¬ 
es of classified information in US. history. 

Monday’s opinion was issued by judges 
Allyson Duncan, a George W. Bush appoin¬ 
tee; Paul Niemayer, a George H.W. Bush 
appointee; and Robert King, a Bill Clinton 
appointee. 

Manning said in a statement issued 
through her legal team that she is consid¬ 
ering an appeal to either the full 4th Cir¬ 
cuit or to the Supreme Court. 

“I don’t have anything to contribute to 
this, or any other grand jury,” she said. 
“While I miss home, they can continue to 
hold me in jail, with all the harmful conse¬ 
quences that brings. I will not give up.” 


A win for people who 
park too long: Tire 
marking thrown out 


The SpaceX Crew Dragon, 
shown near the International 
Space Station’s Harmony 
module last month, was 
damaged Saturday in a fire 
during testing in Florida. 



SpaceX accident a major setback 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Marking tires to 
enforce parking rules is like en¬ 
tering property without a search 
warrant, a federal court said 
Monday as it declared the prac¬ 
tice unconstitutional in Michigan 
and three other states. 

Alison Taylor had received 
more than a dozen $15 tickets for 
exceeding the two-hour parking 
limit in Saginaw. The city marks 
tires with chalk to keep track of 
how long a vehicle is parked. 

Her lawyer argued that a park¬ 
ing patrol officer violated the 
Fourth Amendment right against 
unreasonable searches. 

A three-judge panel of the ap¬ 
peals court agreed. 

The purpose of marking tires 
was to “raise revenue,” not to 
protect the public against a safety 
risk, the 6th US. Circuit Court of 
Appeals said. 

“The city does not demonstrate, 
in law or logic, that the need to 
deter drivers from exceeding the 
time permitted for parking — be¬ 
fore they have even done so — is 
sufficient to justify a warrantless 
search under the community 
caretaker rationale,” the court 
said. 

The decision sets a new stan¬ 
dard for Michigan, Ohio, Ken¬ 
tucky and Tennessee, the states 
covered by the 6th Circuit. The 
court overturned an opinion 
by US. District Judge Thomas 


Ludington, who had called the 
legal theory “unorthodox” and 
dismissed the case in favor of 
Saginaw. 

Saginaw’s city manager didn’t 
immediately reply to a message 
seeking comment. 

Taylor’s attorney, Philip Elli¬ 
son, began researching the issue 
when another lawyer complained 
that his tire was marked while 
he sat in his car. It’s apparently 
a common practice in downtown 
Saginaw, where there are no me¬ 
ters to enforce time limits. 

“A good portion of my practice 
is representing the everyday per¬ 
son,” Ellison said. 

He argued that marking tires 
was similar to police secretly put¬ 
ting a GPS device on a vehicle 
without a proper warrant, which 
was the subject of a 2012 US. Su¬ 
preme Court ruling. 

“We don’t think everyone de¬ 
serves free parking,” Ellison told 
The Associated Press. “But the 
process Saginaw selected is un¬ 
constitutional. ... I’m very glad 
the three judges who got this 
case took it seriously. It affects so 
many people.” 

The case will return to federal 
court in Bay City. Ellison wants 
Ludington to certify the lawsuit 
as a class-action, with refunds for 
people who got tickets. He said 
Saginaw has been collecting up 
to $200,000 a year with parking 
tickets from tire marking. 


Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— SpaceX has suffered a seri¬ 
ous setback in its effort to launch 
NASA astronauts into orbit this 
year, with the fiery loss of its first 
crew capsule during testing. 

Over the weekend, the compa¬ 
ny’s recently flown Dragon crew 
capsule was engulfed in smoke 
and flames on an engine test 
stand at Cape Canaveral. SpaceX 
was testing the Dragon’s abort 
thrusters when Saturday’s acci¬ 
dent occurred. 

The company said the test 
area was clear and no one was 
injured. 

This capsule flew to the Inter¬ 
national Space Station last month 
on a crewless trial run, and it was 


supposed to be reused in a launch 
abort test in June. Another cap¬ 
sule was supposed to follow with 
two astronauts as early as July. 
Astronauts haven’t launched from 
Florida since 2011. 

NASA said Monday it’s too 
early to revise the target launch 
dates, given that the accident is 
still so fresh. 

“This is why we test,” NASA 
Administrator Jim Bridenstine 
said in a statement over the week¬ 
end. “We will learn, make the 
necessary adjustments and safely 
move forward with our commer¬ 
cial crew program.” 

Until Saturday, SpaceX was on 
a roll to resume crew launches 
from Florida. The March test 
flight, to the space station and 
back, went smoothly. The Super- 


Draco thrusters embedded in the 
sides of the capsule were not used 
during the demonstration. 

The thrusters are crucial to pro¬ 
tect astronauts in flight; they’re 
designed to fire in an emergency 
and pull the capsule safely away 
from the rocket. 

The University of Southern 
California’s Garrett Reisman, 
a former NASA astronaut who 
directed space operations for 
SpaceX until last year, said it was 
a “tough day ... not good” for the 
company. “But, thankfully, no 
one got hurt and with everything 
we learn from this anomaly Crew 
Dragon will be a safer vehicle for 
all her future crews,” he tweeted. 

NASA stressed that next week’s 
launch of a SpaceX Dragon cargo 
capsule remains on track. 


US measles cases surge as officials scramble to stop near-record outbreak 


The Washington Post 

The United States is on track to surpass 
the record number of measles cases in a 
single year since the disease was declared 
eliminated in 2000, according to figures 
reported Monday. For the fourth week in 
a row, health officials have added dozens 
of new cases to the year’s list of confirmed 
ones, bringing the total to 626 — already 
the highest number in the past five years. 

The number of people sickened by the 


highly contagious, potentially deadly dis¬ 
ease increased by 71 during the third week 
of April, with 22 states reporting cases. In 
2014, the United States had a record 667 
cases, including one large outbreak pri¬ 
marily among unvaccinated Amish com¬ 
munities in Ohio that accounted for more 
than half of the cases that year. 

Health officials said they expect 2019’s 
case counts to jump in the coming weeks 
because of increased disease spread dur¬ 


ing Easter and Passover gatherings. 

Officials in New York City, location of 
the largest outbreak in the country, are es¬ 
pecially worried. At least 303 cases have 
been reported this year, virtually all in 
Brooklyn. New York City Health Commis¬ 
sioner Oxiris Barbot said she is bracing for 
an increase. 

“Because of measles’ long incubation pe¬ 
riod, we know this outbreak will get worse 
before it gets better,” she said last week. 


The CDC figures, updated Monday, re¬ 
port cases as of April 18, before the start 
of the holidays. 

The states that have reported cases to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention are Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, In¬ 
diana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Massa¬ 
chusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Or¬ 
egon, Tennessee, Texas and Washington. 
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Calif. Senate OKs ban on 
hairstyle discrimination 


By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California could be¬ 
come one of the first states to outlaw racial discrim¬ 
ination because of hairstyles — such as braids and 
dreadlocks — in a move aimed at challenging long- 
held standards of professionalism in the workplace. 

The California Senate voted 37-0 on Monday to 
approve a bill that would update the state’s anti- 
discrimination law so that the term “race” includes 
“traits historically associated with race.” 

Federal and state laws ban discrimination based 
on religious hairstyles and head coverings. But 
federal courts have not extended those protections 
more broadly because of race, ruling that because 
hairstyle was a choice, companies could require 
workers to follow certain standards as a condition 
of employment. 

Sen. Holly Mitchell, a Los Angeles Democrat, said 
the bill was necessary to challenge “Eurocentric 
standards of beauty” that have dominated profes¬ 
sional dress codes. 

“And so even though African Americans were no 
longer explicitly excluded from the workplace, black 
features and mannerisms remain unacceptable,” 
she said. 

Mitchell said these grooming policies often dis¬ 
proportionately affected blacks, who would have to 
spend lots of money on expensive products to alter 
their hair. 

That thinking was most recently challenged in 
2010, when a black woman. Chastity Jones, suc¬ 


cessfully applied for a job at an Alabama insurance 
company. The company later rescinded the job offer 
because Jones wore her hair in dreadlocks and re¬ 
fused to remove them. 

At the time, the company’s grooming policy re¬ 
quired employees “to be dressed and groomed in a 
manner that projects a professional and business¬ 
like image.” The company’s human resources man¬ 
ager, who is white, told Jones dreadlocks “tend to get 
messy,” according to court documents. 

In 2016, a federal appeals court sided with the 
company, ruling dreadlocks were not an unchange¬ 
able characteristic of race. The U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to hear an appeal, which allowed the ruling 
to stand. 

But state and local governments could be chang¬ 
ing that. Earlier this year, the New York City Human 
Rights Commission clarified that the city’s anti-dis¬ 
crimination laws do cover hairstyles. California’s 
proposal, if it becomes law, could prompt other 
states to follow. 

No one spoke against the bill on Monday, but 
Mitchell said some people worry her proposal would 
result in a multitude of frivolous claims or that it 
could prevent companies from requiring workers to 
wear hairnets or other protective coverings. 

“By clarifying that hair texture and hairstyles are 
tied to racial identity, this bill actually helps makes 
employers aware of traits that have been historical¬ 
ly excluded and helps them create grooming policies 
that foster inclusion and diversity,” Mitchell said. 

The measure now heads to the state Assembly. 


Swole, go-cup among new words 
in Merriam-Webster’s dictionary 


By Mark Pratt 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Get swole, prepare 
a bug-out bag, grab a go-cup and 
maybe you’ll have a better chance 
of surviving the omnicide. 

Translation: Hit the gym and 
bulk up, put a bunch of stuff es¬ 
sential for survival in an easy- 
to-carry bag, grab a drink for 
the road, and perhaps you’ll live 
through a man-made disaster that 
could wipe out the human race. 

Swole, bug-out bag, go-cup and 
omnicide are just a few of the 640 
additions to Merriam-Webster’s 
dictionary Monday. 

Deciding what gets included 
is a painstaking process involv¬ 
ing the Springfield, Mass.-based 
company’s roughly two dozen 
lexicographers, said Peter So- 
kolowski, Merriam-Webster’s 
editor at large. 

They scan online versions of 
newspapers, magazines, aca¬ 
demic journals, books and even 
movie and television scripts until 
they detect what he calls “a criti¬ 
cal mass” of usage that warrants 
inclusion. 

The words are added to the on¬ 
line dictionary first, before some 
are later added to print updates of 
the company’s popular Collegiate 
Dictionary which, according to 
company spokeswoman Meghan 
Lunghi, has sold more than 50 
million copies since 1898, mak¬ 


ing it the “best-selling hardcover 
book after the Bible.” 

“So many people use our web¬ 
site as their principal dictionary 
and we want it to be current,” 
Sokolowski said. “We want to be 
as useful as 
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possible.” 

The latest 
additions in¬ 
clude mostly 
new words, 
or phrases, 
but also some 
old words 
with new 
meanings or 
applications. 

Take un¬ 
plug and 
snowflake, 
for exam¬ 
ple. Unplug 
means to lit¬ 
erally tug an 
electric plug 
from a wall 


luJZ socket, but 
now, it also 
has a more 
metaphorical meaning, as in to 
disconnect from social media, he 
said. 

And yes, a snowflake is still a 
beautiful ice crystal that floats 
from the sky during winter, but 
it now also has a usually dispar¬ 
aging meaning of “someone who 
is overly sensitive,” according to 
Merriam-Webster’s definition. 


Some of the words have been 
around for decades but are in¬ 
cluded in the dictionary because 
of increased usage. 

Omnicide, which means “the 
destruction of all life,” dates to 
the Cold War and was used in 
reference to the threat of nuclear 
annihilation, but lately it has been 
used to define the risk of other 
man-made disasters, primarily 
climate change. 

Popular culture — movies, TV 
and sports — is a common source 
of new words, such as buzzy, an 
adjective that literally means 
creating a buzz, such as a “buzzy 
new movie.” 

Garbage time, those painful 
final minutes of a game when 
one team has an insurmountable 
lead and both teams empty their 
benches, has been around since 
1960, but is on the latest list of 
new words. 

With the rapid advance of sci¬ 
ence, many new words come 
from the fields of technology and 
medicine. 

In the internet age when it’s 
sometimes difficult to determine 
whether the vast amounts of in¬ 
formation we’re exposed to is ac¬ 
curate, the dictionary is a rock, 
Sokolowski said. 

“We need the dictionary more 
than ever now that we have infor¬ 
mation flying at us from all direc¬ 
tions,” he said. 
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Samsung said it's delaying the release of its new Galaxy Fold phone 
because of defects affecting the screen. 


Samsung delays its 
Galaxy Fold release 


By Reed Albergotti 

The Washington Post 

Samsung announced Monday 
that it would delay the release of 
its new $2,000 flagship Galaxy 
Fold phone after reports of prod¬ 
uct defects affecting the screen, 
a m^or setback for what was the 
most highly anticipated new mo¬ 
bile device in years. 

The phone, which folds like 
a sandwich, was due to arrive 
in stores Friday. But last week, 
product reviewers who received 
the phones for testing reported 
problems such as broken hinges 
that caused the screen to bulge. 
Others peeled off a layer of plastic 
that resembles a screen protector, 
but which was crucial to the fold¬ 
ing screen. 

Samsung said it would make 
modifications to its screen design 
and announce a new release date 
“in the coming weeks.” 

The company said its initial in¬ 
spection of the damaged phones 
showed the problems could have 
been caused by impact to the 
hinges. Some reviewers also re¬ 
ported screen quality issues. 
Samsung said it found a substance 
in a device that caused screen is¬ 
sues, but it did not disclose what 
the substance was. 

The Galaxy Fold was to be 
Samsung’s best bet to reignite 
interest in the stagnant smart¬ 
phone market, putting it possibly 
years ahead of Apple. Samsung 
is in a race with Chinese phone- 
maker Huawei, the world’s larg¬ 
est phone-maker by volume, to 
release the first folding phone. 
Huawei’s Mate X folding phone is 
scheduled for a summer release. 

It’s the latest high-profile prob¬ 
lem with Samsung phones. Within 
weeks of the summer 2016 launch 
of its Note 7 phone, some devices 
began exploding or catching fire. 
The company sent out replace¬ 
ment units, which also started ex¬ 
ploding, and the company was hit 
with a government recall because 
of unsafe batteries. After many 
weeks of delays and damage to its 
reputation, Samsung pulled the 
phone from the market. 

Patrick Moorhead, an analyst 
at Moore Insights and Strategy, 


said the first thing he thought of 
when he started reading reports 
of the Galaxy Fold issues was the 
exploding Note 7 phones. 

“The good news is you aren’t 
dealing with live customers here 
and it’s not a safety issue,” he 
said, “but it’s still a black eye.” 

Last week, the company 
shrugged off the problems with 
the Galaxy Fold review units, 
saying they affected a “limited 
number” of phones. It said it was 
investigating the matter. 

It also sought to put blame on 
the removal of the protective film. 
“Removing the protective layer 
or adding adhesives to the main 
display may cause damage,” the 
company said in the statement. 

Steven Osinski, a marketing 
professor at San Diego State Uni¬ 
versity, said Samsung may have 
missed an opportunity to address 
the problem when it initially 
cropped up last week. “It would 
have been better to acknowledge 
it immediately,” he said. 

Being upfront with consumers, 
he said, could have reduced the 
amount of damage to the brand. 

Last week, Samsung made the 
phones available for customers 
to purchase about 10 days before 
they were due to be available in 
stores. But after reports of prob¬ 
lems with the phones surfaced on 
Twitter and online tech news pub¬ 
lications, the preorders abruptly 
stopped. 

Later that day, at AT&T and T- 
Mobile stores, sales representa¬ 
tives told customers that they were 
no longer taking orders for the 
phones because of high demand, 
essentially saying the phones 
were sold out. Store managers 
said they expected shipments of 
the phones to arrive this week 
and that they’d be put on display 
Thursday night. Those two carri¬ 
ers declined to comment. 

Moorhead, who used to work in 
consumer electronics, said Sam¬ 
sung likely would have known 
about the screen issues with the 
Fold, but it probably believed it 
had found a fix or a workaround. 
Sometimes manufacturing fixes 
work in small batches and fail in 
mass production, he said. 

Samsung declined to comment. 
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Official: Easter bombings retaliatory 

Sri Lankan minister says attacks a response to New Zealand mosque massacres in March 


By Emily Schmall 
AND Krishan Francis 
Associated Press 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — A top 
Sri Lankan official said Tuesday 
the Easter bombings that killed 
321 people were carried out by 
Islamic fundamentalists in ap¬ 
parent retaliation for the New 
Zealand mosque massacres last 
month by a white supremacist, 
while Islamic State sought to 
claim responsibility for the sui¬ 
cide blasts at churches, hotels and 
other sites. 

The comments in Parliament 
by Ruwan Wijewardene, the state 
minister of defense, came shortly 
before ISIS asserted it was re¬ 
sponsible for the bombings in and 
outside of Colombo, although the 
group gave no evidence to support 


its claims. Sri Lankan authori¬ 
ties previously blamed the attack 
on National Towheed Jamaar, a 
little-known Islamic extremist 
group in the island nation. 

Wijewardene also blamed 
“weakness” within Sri Lanka’s 
security apparatus for failing to 
prevent the nine bombings. 

“By now, it has been established 
that the intelligence units were 
aware of this attack and a group of 
responsible people were informed 
about the impending attack,” Wi¬ 
jewardene said. “However, this 
information has been circulated 
among only a few officials.” 

He said the government had 
evidence that the bombings were 
carried out “by an Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist group” in retaliation for 
the mosque shootings on March 
15 in Christchurch, New Zealand, 


that killed 50 people, although he 
did not disclose what the evidence 
was. 

ISIS released a photo of the 
man the Sri Lanka government 
has identified as the leader of the 
Easter attacks, asserting its claim 
of responsibility for the assault. 

The group released the photo 
Tuesday evening through its 
Aamaq news agency. 

Earlier Tuesday, Prime Min¬ 
ister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
said authorities suspected 
links to the group but were still 
investigating. 

The office of New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
issued a statement responding to 
the Christchurch claim that de¬ 
scribed Sri Lanka’s investigation 
as “in its early stages.” 

“New Zealand has not yet seen 


any intelligence upon which such 
an assessment might be based,” it 
said. 

An Australian white suprema¬ 
cist, Brenton Harrison Tarrant, 
was arrested in the Christchurch 
shootings. 

As Sri Lanka’s leaders wran¬ 
gled with the implications of the 
apparent intelligence failure, se¬ 
curity was heightened Tuesday 
for a national day of mourning, 
and the military was employing 
powers to make arrests it last 
used during a devastating civil 
war that ended in 2009. 

Among the 40 people arrested 
on suspicion of links to the bomb¬ 
ings were the driver of a van 
allegedly used by the suicide at¬ 
tackers and the owner of a house 
where some of them lived. 


Trump to visit Britain 
for 3 days in early June 

LONDON — President Donald 
Trump will pay a three-day state 
visit to Britain as a guest of Queen 
Elizabeth II in June, Bucking¬ 
ham Palace announced Tuesday 
— more than two years after Brit¬ 
ain extended him an invitation for 
a pomp-filled ceremonial stay. 

The palace said Trump and his 
wife, Melania, had accepted an in¬ 
vitation from the queen for a visit 
that will take place June 3-5. 

Though many other Ameri¬ 
can presidents have visited the 
monarch, only two — George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama — were 
honored with a state visit, which 
typically features ceremonial 
greetings, a horse-drawn car¬ 
riage ride and a banquet with the 
queen at Buckingham Palace. 

The U.K. visit fits in with 
Trump’s plans to attend the June 
6 commemorations in France 
marking the 75th anniversary of 
the D-Day landings. 

Saudis behead 37 
prisoners for terrorism 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates — Saudi Arabia on Tuesday 
beheaded 37 Saudi citizens in a 
mass execution across the coun¬ 
try for alleged terrorism-related 
crimes, publicly pinning one of 
the headless bodies to a pole as a 
warning to others. 

It marked the largest number 
of executions in a single day in 
Saudi Arabia since Jan. 2, 2016, 
when the kingdom executed 47 
individuals, including a promi¬ 
nent Shiite cleric whose death 
sparked protests in Iran and the 
ransacking of the Saudi Embassy 
there. 

The executions also come days 
after four Islamic State gunmen 
died trying to attack a Saudi secu¬ 
rity building north of the capital, 
Riyadh, and on the heels of Easter 
Day attacks that killed more than 
300 people in Sri Lanka. 

Saudi Arabia’s Interior Min¬ 
istry said Tuesday’s executions 
were carried out in accordance 
with Islamic law, using language 
that indicated they were all 
beheadings. 

Kim, Putin to meet 
in Russia’s Far East 

MOSCOW — A Kremlin advis¬ 
er said President Vladimir Putin 
will meet North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in Russia’s Far East 
on Thursday. 

Yuri Ushakov told Russian 
news agencies on Tuesday that 
the much-anticipated talks be¬ 
tween Putin and Kim would be 
held in Vladivostok, on the Pacific 
Ocean, and would focus on North 
Korea’s nuclear program. 

Local media have reported 
preparations and strict security 
measures undertaken in Vladivo¬ 
stok, where the Korean leader is 
expected to arrive by train. 

Also, maritime authorities said 
the waters around Russky Island, 
the likely summit venue, will be 
closed for all maritime traffic be¬ 
tween Wednesday morning and 
Friday morning. 

From The Associated Press 


Attacks: Since 
9/11, number of 
suicide bombings 
has skyrocketed 



AP 


A Sri Lankan soldier inspects the site of a suicide explosion by Tamil Tigers near Dambulla, 
Sri Lanka, in October 2006. The Tamil Tigers, since vanquished, are believed among the 
first to embrace the widespread use of suicide bombings. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I call today the age of the suicide bomber. 
This is very much a time of extreme acts that 
have to, in a way, usurp the previous attacks,” 
said Iain Overton, executive director of the 
London-based group Action on Armed Vio¬ 
lence, who wrote a book on suicide bombings. 
“They have to be much more devastating, 
more impactful, more hurtful, to get as much 
media headlines as possible.” 

Experts put the first modern suicide bomb¬ 
ing in 1881, when a radical killed Tsar Alex¬ 
ander II, of Russia. What might be the first 
photographs of a suicide bomb vest came in 
the 1930s, when China used them in its war 
against Imperial Japan. Japanese kamikaze 
pilots turned their own planes into weapons. 

But the shock of the suicide bomber didn’t 
strike the minds of many in the West until the 
1980s with Lebanon’s civil war. Suicide truck 
bomb attacks struck both the US. Embassy in 
Beirut, killing 63 people, and later a US. Ma¬ 
rine barracks, killing 231 American troops in 
the bloodiest day for the armed forces since 
World War 11. 

The US. later would blame the Shiite mili¬ 
tant group Hezbollah, which formed out of 
Lebanon’s civil war, and Iran for the bomb¬ 
ings. Both deny involvement. 

At that time, however, a small contingent of 
Tamil fighters was receiving weapons train¬ 
ing in Lebanon and took what they learned 
back to Sri Lanka, Overton said. Their first 
suicide attack, in which a bomb-laden truck 
drove into a Sri Lankan army barracks and 
killed 55 people in 1987, resembled the US. 
Marine barracks attack. 

Over 26 years of civil war, the Tamil Ti¬ 
gers launched more than 130 suicide bomb 
attacks, making them the leading militant 
group in such assaults at the time. They killed 
a Sri Lankan prime minister and a former In¬ 
dian prime minister, among others, including 
bystanders. 

The war ended in 2009 with the government 
crushing the Tamil Tigers. Some observers 


believe tens of thousands of Tamils died in the 
last few months of fighting alone. 

While the Tamils were secular nationalists, 
Islamic extremists in the Middle East also 
embraced the suicide bomb as a weapon. By 
the 1990s, Palestinian militants from both 
Hamas and Fatah were using suicide bombs 
against Israel. 
Then, al-Qaida 
under Osama bin 
Laden employed 
them against 
US. embassies in 
Kenya and Tan¬ 
zania and, later, 
against the USS 
Cole off Yemen. 

Then came 
Sept. 11 and the 
U.S.-led invasion 
of Afghanistan. 

Up until then, 
there had been 
some 350 suicide 
attacks worldwide 
since 1980, said Robert A. Pape, a political 
science professor at the University of Chicago 
who directs the school’s Chicago Project on 
Security and Threats. 

The US. war in Iraq followed, fueling 
bloody sectarian violence that put Iraq on the 
brink of civil war. Suicide bombers pounded 
the country. An al-Qaida branch there would 
morph into Islamic State, which would launch 
its own suicide attacks around the world. 

Today, the number of suicide attacks since 
1980 is about 6,000, Pape said, with about half 


in Iraq and Syria alone. 

“When we invaded and conquered Iraq, we 
touched off the largest suicide terrorist cam¬ 
paign in modern times,” he said. 

Sri Lankan authorities have blamed a local 
Islamic group. National Towheed Jamaar, for 
the Easter attacks. However, there is no re¬ 
cent history of Muslim extremist attacks in 
Sri Lanka, a predominantly Buddhist island 
nation off the southern tip of India. Nor was 
there any explanation for how a group previ¬ 
ously not known for violence could engineer 
such a massive attack, which experts said re¬ 
sembled an assault by ISIS or al-Qaida. 

“What they are seeking to push is this ISIS 
mantra which is, ‘We love death more than 
they love life,”’ Overton said. “It is the icon of 
a death cult.” 

ISIS claimed responsibility for the Sri 
Lanka attack on Tuesday but offered only one 
photograph — of the man the Sri Lanka gov¬ 
ernment has identified as the ring leader — as 
proof It offered no videos of attackers pledg¬ 
ing their loyalty to the group before their as¬ 
saults. Such material offers credibility to their 
claims. 

Since ISIS has lost all the territory it once 
held across Iraq and Syria, there’s been more 
concern among nations about foreign fighters 
returning home. 

Sri Lanka’s justice minister told parliament 
in 2016 that 32 Muslims from “well-educated 
and elite” families had joined ISIS in Syria. 
It’s unclear what happened to them. 

“There weren’t many, but there don’t have 
to be many,” Pape said. 


^When we 
invaded and 
conquered Iraq, 
we touched 
off the largest 
suicide terrorist 
campaign in 
modern times. ^ 

Robert A. Pape 

University of Chicago 
political science professor 
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Another powerful quake strikes Philippines 


By Bullit Marquez 

Associated Press 

PORAC, Philippines — A new, 
powerful earthquake hit the cen¬ 
tral Philippines on Tuesday, a day 
after a magnitude 6.1 quake rat¬ 
tled the country’s north and left 
at least 16 people dead, includ¬ 
ing in a collapsed supermarket, 
where rescuers scrambled to find 
survivors. 

The U.S. Geological Survey put 
the magnitude of Tuesday’s quake 
at 6.4, while the local seismology 
agency said it was 6.5. The quake 
was centered near San Julian 
town in Eastern Samar province 
and prompted residents to dash 
out of houses and office workers 
to scamper to safety. 

There were no immediate re¬ 
ports of casualties or mqjor dam¬ 
age from the new quake. 

Classes and office work were 
suspended in San Julian, where 
cracks on roads and small build¬ 
ings and a church were reported. 
Power was deliberately cut as a 
precaution in the quake’s after- 
math, officials said. 

Meanwhile, rescuers worked 
overnight to recover bodies in 
the rubble of a supermarket that 
crashed down in Monday’s quake, 
which damaged other buildings 
and an airport in the northern 
Philippines. 

The bodies of five victims 
were pulled from Chuzon Super¬ 
market, and seven other villag¬ 
ers died due to collapsed house 
walls in hard-hit Porac township, 
in Pampanga province, north of 
Manila, said Ricardo Jalad, who 
heads the government’s disaster 
response agency. 

An Associated Press photogra¬ 
pher saw seven people, including 
at least one dead, being pulled 
out by rescuers from the pile of 
concrete, twisted metal and wood 
overnight. 

Red Cross volunteers, army 
troops, police and villagers used 
four cranes, crow bars and sniffer 
dogs to look for the missing, some 
of whom were still yelling for help 
Monday night. 

Authorities inserted a large or¬ 
ange tube into the rubble to blow 
in oxygen in the hope of help¬ 
ing people still pinned there to 
breathe. On Tuesday morning, 
rescuers pulled out a man alive, 
sparking cheers and applause. 

“We’re all very happy. Many 
clapped their hands in relief be¬ 
cause we’re still finding survi¬ 



Bullit Marquez/AP 


Residents look at the damaged Santa Catalina de Alejandria parish church following a magnitude 6.1 
earthquake in Porac township, Pampanga province, north of Manila, Philippines, on Tuesday. 


Temblor damage closes USAF’s former home 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The former home of the U.S. Air Force in the 
Philippines sustained damage after a magnitude 
6.1 earthquake struck the island of Luzon on 
Monday. 

Flights in and out of Clark International Air¬ 
port, formerly Clark Air Base, north of Manila, 
remained canceled Tuesday due to damage to fa¬ 
cilities caused by the quake, which injured seven 
at the airport, according to CNN Philippines. 

Photographs of a terminal at Clark show heavy 
damage, with collapsed ceilings and broken 
windows. 

The airport, which was transferred to the Phil¬ 
ippines and rehabilitated after it was covered in 
ash from the 1991 Mount Pinatubo eruption, has 
seen increasing air traffic in recent years. 

John Gilbert, 71, a retired Army first sergeant 


living near Clark, said he and a friend ran into 
the yard and saw their cars shaking when they 
felt the quake shortly after 5 p.m. Monday. 

“I have been through a number of quakes in 
Japan,” said Gilbert, who was stationed at Camp 
Zama, near Tokyo, in the 1980s. “We had some 
pretty good ones over there, but this is the stron¬ 
gest I’ve felt here.” 

The earthquake was centered in Zambales 
province, near Subic Bay. The local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars post reported that all its members 
were safe, Gilbert said. 

A supermarket collapsed in a village near 
Clark, and there appeared to be significant dam¬ 
age at the airport, he said. “We have a lot of shod¬ 
dy construction here,” he said. “I’m surprised 
there wasn’t more damage.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


vors after several hours,” Porac 
Councilor Maynard Lapid said 
by phone from the scene, adding 
that another victim was expected 
to be pulled out alive soon. 

Jalad said at least 15 people died 
in Pampanga province, includ¬ 
ing those who perished in Porac. 
The quake damaged houses, 
roads, bridges, Roman Catholic 


churches and a terminal at Clark 
International Airport, a former 
American air base, in Pampanga. 
A state of calamity was declared 
in Porac to allow contingency 
funds to be released faster. 

A child died in a landslide in 
nearby Zambales province, offi¬ 
cials said. 

At least 14 people remained 


missing in the rice-growing ag¬ 
ricultural region, most of them in 
the rubble of the collapsed super¬ 
market in Porac, while 81 others 
were injured, according to the 
government’s disaster response 
agency. 

The four-story building hous¬ 
ing the supermarket crashed 
down when the quake shook 


Pampanga, as well as several 
other provinces, and Manila, the 
Philippines’ capital, on the main 
northern island of Luzon. 

More than 400 aftershocks 
have been recorded, mostly un¬ 
perceived. The U.S. Geological 
Survey’s pre- 
, liminary es- 

* We’re all timate is that 
, more than 

very happy 49 minion 

... because people were 
exposed to 
some shak- 


we’re still 

finding 

survivors 

after 

several 

hours. ^ 


ing from the 
earthquake, 
with more 
than 14 mil¬ 
lion people 
likely to feel 
shaking that 
Maynard was moder- 
Lapid ate or more 
councilor intense, 
in Porac Clark 
municipality, airport 
Philippines was closed 
temporar¬ 
ily because of 
damaged check-in counters, ceil¬ 
ings and parts of the departure 
area, airport official Jaime Melo 
said, adding that seven people 
were slightly injured and more 
than 100 flights were canceled. 

In Manila, thousands of office 
workers dashed out of buildings 
in panic, some wearing hard hats, 
and residents ran out of houses 
as the ground shook. Many de¬ 
scribed the ground movement 
like sea waves. 

A traffic-prone Manila street 
was partially closed after a col¬ 
lege building was damaged by 
the quake and appeared to tilt 
slightly sideways toward an adja¬ 
cent building, officials said. 

Many schools and government 
offices, including courts, in the 
densely packed Manila metropo¬ 
lis were closed Tuesday to allow 
inspections of their buildings. 

Philippine seismologists said 
the back-to-back quakes in the 
last two days were unrelated and 
caused by different local faults. 

One of the world’s most disas¬ 
ter-prone countries, the Philip¬ 
pines has frequent earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions because it 
lies on the so-called Pacific “Ring 
of Fire,” a seismically active arc 
of volcanos and fault lines in the 
Pacific Basin. 

A magnitude 7.7 quake killed 
nearly 2,000 people in the north¬ 
ern Philippines in 1990. 


N. Ireland police: Woman arrested in slaying of jonrnalist McKee 


Associated Press 

LONDON — The Northern Ire¬ 
land Police Service said Tuesday 
they have arrested a 57-year-old 
woman under the Terrorism Act 
in connection with the slaying of 
journalist Lyra McKee. 

The arrest of the woman under 
the Terrorism Act came as an 
Irish Republican Army splinter 
group admitted that one of its 
“volunteers” killed McKee, 29, 


who was shot dead while report¬ 
ing on rioting in Londonderry. 

In a statement issued Tuesday 
to the Irish News, the New IRA of¬ 
fered “full and sincere” apologies 
to McKee’s family and friends. 

The group said the journal¬ 
ist was killed during Thursday 
night’s unrest “while standing 
beside enemy forces” — a refer¬ 
ence to the police. 

The IRA and most other mili¬ 


tant groups have disarmed since 
Northern Ireland’s 1998 peace 
accord. The New IRA has been 
formed from splinter groups op¬ 
posed to the peace process. 

Authorities believe one person 
pulled the trigger during the cha¬ 
otic rioting that began Thursday 
night but that the person had or¬ 
ganizational support. 

The use of a firearm appar¬ 
ently aimed at police marks a 


dangerous escalation in sporadic 
violence that continues to plague 
Northern Ireland 21 years after 
the Good Friday peace agree¬ 
ment was signed. 

The New IRA group rejects the 
peace agreement. 

The riot followed a pattern fa¬ 
miliar to those who lived through 
the worst years of violence in 
Northern Ireland. Police arrived 
in the city’s Creggan neighbor¬ 


hood to search for weapons and 
dissidents. They were barraged 
with gasoline bombs and other 
flying objects before someone 
wearing a black mask appeared, 
fired some shots and fled. 

No police were struck by the 
bullets, but McKee — who had 
been trying to film the riot on her 
phone — was hit. The journalist 
was rushed to a nearby hospital 
in a police car but died. 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of tree seedlings the Illinois Department of Transportation is sending to schools in the state. 

I DOT officials say the “Trees to Schools" initiative honors Earth Day, which was Monday. Trees are provided 
by the East Moline-based nature preservation group Living Lands and Waters. The program helps offset the 
loss of trees that are removed or otherwise affected by I DOT construction and maintenance work. Schools 
use the trees on their grounds or give them to students as a learning opportunity. Officials say one tree 
produces as much oxygen in a single season as 10 people do in a year. 



Chuck Buhton/AP 


Caring for gravestones 

Kristie Pristas, of Winston-Saiem, N.C., watches as her son, Jacek, 7, cleans a gravestone at God’s Acre, the Moravian graveyard in 
Winston-Saiem’s historic Old Salem district, on Friday. 




Vulture causes crash 
that kills veteran, wife 

1^ Q MEDICINE LODGE 
■ — Authorities said a 

vulture caused a crash that killed 
an Army veteran and his wife as 
they rode a motorcycle in south¬ 
ern Kansas. 

The Kansas Highway Patrol 
said the bird came out of a ditch 
Saturday afternoon and struck 
Brandon Husband, 42, of Fowler, 
in the head on a rural road near 
Medicine Lodge. The motorcycle 
went off the road, struck a barbed 
wire fence and overturned. 

The patrol said neither Hus¬ 
band nor his wife, Jennifer Lynn 
Husband, 43, was wearing a 
helmet. 

Brandon Husband’s obitu¬ 
ary says he served one tour in 
Kosovo, three in Afghanistan and 
was part of an Iraqi soldier train¬ 
ing mission on the Iraq-Jordan 
border. 

Snake blamed for 
hotel power outage 

ly I MAWHAH — Authori- 
IwJ ties said they found an 
unlikely culprit for a power out¬ 
age at a New Jersey hotel last 
week — a snake. 

The North Jersey Record re¬ 
ported that a 3-foot-long snake 
got into an underground electri¬ 
cal box on the property of the 
Sheraton Mahwah on April 15. 

Orange & Rockland spokes¬ 
woman Sophia Salas said the 
snake triggered an outage shortly 
after 11 a.m. Power was restored 
at 3:25 p.m., 

Salas said the snake did not 
survive. 

Mustang birth control 
program is revived 

ly RENO — Nevada horse 
1^ w advocates are looking 
forward to getting back to their 
work in the field after the state 
agreed to resume a birth control 
project for a herd of free-roaming 
mustangs near Reno. 

The Reno Gazette-Journal 
reported the volunteers are re¬ 
turning to the field in large part 
because Assembly Minority Lead¬ 
er Jim Wheeler, R-Gardnerville, 
persuaded Democratic Gov. Steve 
Sisolak to restore a program to 
enable volunteer darters to work 
with the Nevada Department of 
Agriculture. Darters use air rifles 
that fire darts with birth control 
into female horses’ haunches. 

The project fell apart on Oct. 
25, 2017, when Nevada Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture officials 
terminated a privately funded 
agreement. 

Ruling favors 2 ballet 
dancers fired over pics 

lyY NEW YORK — An ar- 
1 ^ 1 bitrator has ordered the 
New York City Ballet to reinstate 
two male dancers who were fired 
for sharing nude photos of women 
and sexually explicit texts. 

The arbitrator ruled Friday 
that the company should not have 
fired Amar Ramasar and Zach¬ 
ary Catazaro in September. They 
were named in a lawsuit by a for¬ 
mer student at the company’s af¬ 


filiated school. 

Alexandra Waterbury said City 
Ballet tolerated a “fratemity-like 
atmosphere” where male danc¬ 
ers understood that “they could 
degrade, demean, mistreat and 
abuse, assault and batter women 
without consequence.” 

Sergeant is suspended 
after police gear sold 

PI JACKSONVILLE — A 
r L sheriff’s sergeant in 
Florida has been suspended for 
45 days after authorities said he 
sold police-issued gear on eBay. 

The Florida Times-Union cited 
an internal affairs report in re¬ 
porting that Jacksonville Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Richard E. Vercruysse made 
$60.50 in the sale of a gun belt, 
a double magazine holder and a 
badge wallet. 

The report said Vercruysse ad¬ 
mitted to investigators that sell¬ 
ing the items was a dumb move. 

Man indicted in theft 
of 135 firearms 

II WOOD RIVER — A 
I L Madison County man has 
been charged with stealing 135 
firearms from a sporting goods 


store in southwestern Illinois. 

Federal prosecutors said Brad¬ 
ley Boswell, 30, of Wood River, 
was indicted by a grand jury 
Thursday. Boswell is accused 
of stealing shotguns, a grenade 
launcher and more in Febru¬ 
ary from Benbow City Sports in 
Wood River. 

Officers from Wood River po¬ 
lice, the Bureau of Alcohol, To¬ 
bacco, Firearms and Explosives 
and the Illinois Law Enforcement 
Alarm System conducted a pre¬ 
dawn raid in February at an ad¬ 
dress that neighbors had raised 
concerns about, prosecutors 
said. Two people were taken into 
custody. 

Boswell was later arrested at 
another location, police said. 

Officials: Avalanche 
duds could explode 

DURANGO — Trans- 
portation officials are 
warning people in southwestern 
Colorado’s San Juan Mountains 
that some explosives used in ava¬ 
lanche mitigation this past winter 
were duds and could still go off. 

The Durango Herald reported 
more than 630 explosives were 
dropped from helicopters or shot 


in the Colorado Department of 
Transportation’s southwest and 
south-central regions. Of those, 
13 didn’t explode. 

CDOT spokeswoman Lisa 
Schwantes said most were aimed 
at rugged and remote terrain 
in areas not accessed by the av¬ 
erage hiker. People who come 
across unexploded bombs should 
stay away from them and call law 
enforcement. 

Shots from a howitzer resemble 
a huge bullet, and rounds from 
CDOT’s “ava-launcher” look 
more like a torpedo and are usu¬ 
ally orange or yellow. 

Rescuers save trapped 
couple, dog on icy lake 

1^ LJ CANAAN — Police in 
New Hampshire came 
to the aid of a man and his dog 
who fell through ice on a lake, and 
his wife, who tried to reach them 
by canoe and became trapped. 

Canaan police said the dog 
wandered about 75 feet out onto 
thin ice on Canaan Street Lake 
on the evening of April 16 and 
fell through. The 67-year-old man 
tried to rescue the dog, before 
falling through, too. 

Following his 61-year-old 


wife’s attempt, a neighbor heard 
screaming and called 911. 

Rescuers deployed a sled and 
personnel in cold-water survival 
suits. They reached the man and 
his dog, who were in the water for 
about 45 minutes, then helped his 
wife. 

The man was treated for hypo¬ 
thermia. The dog was taken to an 
emergency veterinarian and was 
expected to make a full recovery. 

Civil War troops song 
could be state ballad 

1^ P AUGUSTA—ADemo- 
I w I b cratic legislator wants 
to declare a song about Maine’s 
most renowned Civil War soldiers 
as the official state ballad. 

The Portland Press Herald 
reported that Democratic Rep. 
Scott Cuddy’s bill would name 
“The Ballad of the 20th Maine” 
by the band The Ghost of Paul 
Revere as the state ballad. 

Maine doesn’t have a state bal¬ 
lad. It does have a little known, 
official song dating to the early 
1930s: “The State of Maine 
Song” by Roger Vinton Snow, of 
Portland. 

From wire reports 





















Page 18 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 24,2019 


FACES 



'Redemption 
Day' redux 


Sheryl Crow records new version 
of song with Johnny Cash vocals 


Associated Press 


Sheryl Crow has released a political and spiri¬ 
tual song about war featuring vocals from the 
late Johnny Cash that will be featured on 
what she says is her last album. 

Crow’s “Redemption Day” was origi¬ 
nally released on her Grammy-win- 
ning 1996 self-titled album and 
later recorded by Cash. It was re¬ 
leased after his death in 2003. 

Crow recorded a new ver¬ 
sion of the song and added 
his vocals for a haunting 
duet that was released 
April 19 with a music video 
featuring footage of Cash, 
alongside historical footage 
of war, genocide and politi¬ 
cal and social movements. 

Crow said she got the bless¬ 
ing of the Cash family to use his 
vocals. She told the AP that to hear 
him sing the lyrics now feels “ex¬ 
tremely powerful and profound.” 

Give it a listen at: youtu.be/rKgOvzOHIlo 


Sheryl Crow 


Evan Agostini, Invision/AP 


Rashad sets Broadway 
directing debut with ‘Blue’ 


Los Angeles Times 

When Phylicia Rashad returns 
to Broadway, she will do so as a 
director. 

The Tony-winning actress is 
set to direct the Broadway pre¬ 
miere of “Blue,” producers an¬ 
nounced Monday. 

The new staging of 
the Charles Ran- 
dolph-Wright play, 
with music by Nona 
Hendryx, will run 
in spring 2020. 

Rashad will be Rashad 
making her Broad¬ 
way debut as a director with this 
production. She starred in the 
show’s world-premiere run in 
2000 in Washington, D.C., plus 
subsequent runs off-Broadway at 
California’s Roundabout Theatre 
Company and the Pasadena Play¬ 
house in the years that followed. 

“I am happy to be directing 
this play that brought me so much 
joy,” she said in a statement. “It 
affirms the importance of theater 


and its power to touch the human 
heart.” 

The veteran actress of stage 
and screen heads to Broadway 
after collecting directing credits 
nationwide. She helmed praised 
productions of four August Wil¬ 
son classics: “Gem of the Ocean” 
at Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
“Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom” and 
“Joe Turner’s Come and Gone” 
at the Mark Taper Forum in Los 
Angeles, and “Fences” at both the 
Long Wharf Theatre in Connecti¬ 
cut and McCarter Theatre in 
New Jersey. She has also directed 
productions at Chicago’s Step- 
penwolf Theatre and New York’s 
Signature Theatre. 

“My sensitivities for the work 
were well informed from the 
work I had done as an actor pre¬ 
viously,” Rashad told The Times 
about directing in 2015. 

“Blue” centers on the Clarks, a 
socially prominent black South¬ 
ern family struggling with the 
legacy and pitfalls of their own 
good fortune. 



Luke Perry’s final 'Riverdale’ episode to air 


Fans of “Riverdale” will say 
goodbye to Luke Perry’s charac¬ 
ter this week. 

Roberto Aguirre 
Sacasa, the creator 
of the hit show, an¬ 
nounced on Twitter 
that Wednesday’s 
episode will mark 
Perry’s final 

appearance. Perry 

“As always, Fred’s imparting 


n 


words of wisdom to Archie. A 
beautiful, true moment between 
a father and his son. Wish these 
scenes could go on forever.” Saca¬ 
sa wrote Sunday. 

Perry portrayed Fred An¬ 
drews, the father of the show’s 
star Archie Andrews, until his 
sudden death in March after suf¬ 
fering from a massive stroke. He 
was 52. 

From The New York Daily News 


Current ‘Jeopardy!’ champion keeps 
dominating. Has he broken the game? 


By Emily Yahr 

The Washington Post 

On April 4, Alex Trebek kicked off “Jeop¬ 
ardy!” with some practical advice for the 
contestants: “You have to be bright. You have 
to be fast. And you have to feel comfortable 
with the categories if you want to succeed.” 
He nodded toward the previous night’s win¬ 
ner, Alex Koral, who beamed. “All of those 
three worked for Alex yesterday. Who will 
they work for today?” Trebek asked. 

The answer, unfortunately for Koral, was 
the guy to his left: James Holzhauer, the 
frighteningly talented “Jeopardy!” player 
who has dominated the past 13 games and 
racked up $942,738, second only to Ken Jen¬ 
nings. In its 35th season, the dinnertime 
show is suddenly appointment television as 
Holzhauer has shattered the idea of a typical 
“Jeopardy!” strategy. He has broken his re¬ 
cord for single-game winnings three times; 
his highest total is $131,137, which he won last 
week. Holzhauer plays, as Slate put it, “like a 
cyborg constructed for the express purpose 
of winning at this ever-popular game.” 

“Unless you have been living under a rock 
for the past two weeks, you know about our 
current champion, James,” Trebek said Mon¬ 
day evening, as Holzhauer crushed his fellow 
competitors by tens of thousands of dollars. 
“Now, it is worth noting that when Ken Jen¬ 
nings had his amazing run of 74 wins in a 
row, he was averaging $34,000 per victory. 
James is averaging $71,000 per victory.” 

As a professional sports gambler from Las 


COMMENTARY 

Vegas, Holzhauer appears to have absolutely 
no fear of making huge bets during the Daily 
Double or Final Jeopardy. He hunts around 
the board to find the Daily Double before 
anyone else has a shot. He has developed ex¬ 
cellent buzzer strategy, which is a key com¬ 
ponent. He also goes for the $1,000 or $2,000 
clues instead of starting at the beginning 
of each category, which Jennings (who won 
$2.5 million in 2004) said is a huge factor in 
Holzhauer’s success. 

“That’s honestly one of the smartest things 
James is doing, going for the high dollar val¬ 
ues early,” Jennings told Wired. “Not just be¬ 
cause it enables bigger wagers, but because 
he’s taking money off the board while he’s 
the most comfortable player, and everybody 
else is still finding their legs. It’s really, re¬ 
ally smart. Fve never seen it before.” 

Holzhauer might be playing with the ef¬ 
ficiency of a robot, but he has personality. 
In an interview with The Washington Post 
this month, he said he bets specific amounts 
based on special numbers and dates in his 
life. For example, he tried to win a total of 
$110,914 because his daughter’s birthday is 
11/09/14 — and it worked. 

“Family and friends will always mean 
more to me than any amount of money or 
‘Jeopardy!’ wins,” he explained to The Post. 
“I wanted to show them my love in an uncon¬ 
ventional way.” 

A trivia ace who is quick with the buzzer — 



Jeopardy Productions, Inc/AP 


“Jeopardy!” champ James Holzhauer made 
$942,738 in his first 13 episodes. 

and has the confidence to make massive bets 
while also giving adorable shout-outs to his 
family — is a combination that the show has 
never seen. And Holzhauer shows no sign of 
slowing down. So, did he break “Jeopardy!”? 

In short: Maybe. But no one really knows. 
At the moment he seems unbeatable, but tak¬ 
ing high-risk bets could eventually catch up 
to him. Holzhauer is well aware that it’s still 
a game, and a lot of luck is involved. “As a 
gambler, I know you can do everything right 
and still have to wait a long time to see posi¬ 
tive results if luck is not on your side,” he told 
the Ringer. 

Viewers should tune in while they can — 
not only is this kind of pop culture phenom¬ 
enon fun to watch, but it’s highly unlikely it 
will happen again. 

“Of all the very smart people who appear 
on the show every night, a tiny fraction are 
James Holzhauer-level talent,” Jennings 
said. “His is a strategy that works amazingly 
well for a tiny, tiny group of people. Right 
now it seems like it’s a group of one.” 


Will Smith, NASA, 
Fortnite among 2019 
Webby Award winners 

Actor Will Smith, NASA, Fort¬ 
nite and Disney are among the 
2019 Webby Award winners for 
internet excellence. 

The International Academy 
of Digital Arts and Sciences an¬ 
nounced the winners Tuesday. 

Smith’s The Jump won a 
Webby for events and livestream 
video while Disney was chosen 
the WebbyMedia Company of the 
Year for earning the most honors 
across all Webby categories with 
32 wins overall. Fortnite is recog¬ 
nized in the game category, and 
NASA won for best overall social 
presence. 

The 23rd annual Webby 
Awards will be presented in New 
York City on May 13. 

Other news 

■ “Today” show co-anchor 
Jenna Bush Hager is pregnant 
with her third child. The 37-year- 
old journalist shared the news 
with colleagues during Monday 
morning’s show. Hager and her 
husband, Henry, are the parents 
of daughters Mila, 6, and Poppy, 
3. The children’s grandparents 
are former President George W. 
Bush and his wife, Laura. 

From The Associated Press 
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By Michael Carpenter 

Special To The Washington Post 

I t’s a moment of truth for Ukraine. 
Volodymyr Zelensky has won a land¬ 
slide victory in the second round 
of Ukraine’s presidential elec¬ 
tion, vanquishing the incumbent, Petro 
Poroshenko. 

Most Ukrainians know Zelensky as a 
fictional TV character on the hit show 
“Servant of the People,” on which he plays 
an ordinary citizen fed up with Ukraine’s 
pay-to-play political system. Zelensky’s 
character miraculously gets elected presi¬ 
dent after one of his rants against corrupt 
politicians goes viral. Now fiction has be¬ 
come fact as Zelensky prepares for a real- 
life inauguration later this spring. 

Having run a campaign light on policy 
specifics, Zelensky is now about to show 
Ukrainians what kind of leader he will re¬ 
ally be. In contrast to his scripted TV per¬ 
sona, Zelensky is not exactly an ordinary 
citizen. He is a member of the elite, one 
who reportedly owns a lavish Italian villa 
and has close personal ties to at least one of 
Ukraine’s wealthiest — and most contro¬ 
versial — oligarchs, Ihor Kolomoisky. 

While we don’t yet know what sort of 
president Zelensky will be, it is clear what 
sort of president Ukrainian citizens want 
him to be. Opinion polls consistently show 
Ukrainians want three things from their 
political leadership. First, they want a 
statesman who will stand up to Russian 
aggression and restore Ukraine’s sover¬ 
eignty. Second, they want a reformer who 
will take a battering ram to the oligarchic 


By F. Charles Parker IV 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

I n February I wrote an op-ed here 
(“Trump is tougher on Russia than 
reporting indicates,” Feb. 16) that 
argued that President Donald Trump 
really is tough on Russia. The op-ed cited 
a change in U.S. behavior toward Europe 
and NATO that began immediately with 
the administration’s first budget request 
and continued through Trump’s first two 
years. Now that the administration has 
submitted the fiscal year (FY) 2020 bud¬ 
get request, and taking account of recent 
U.S. and NATO military activities, we can 
see that the effort to bolster NATO and U.S. 
leadership thereof is continuing for a third 
year. And the effort is bearing fruit. 

The project began as a response to Rus¬ 
sian aggression in Ukraine that began in 
2014. The Obama administration had with¬ 
drawn the last of U.S. armor from Europe 
in October 2013, making any meaningful 
NATO ground response impossible. The 
Obama administration began its reaction 
to the aggression with a $1 billion one-year 
program to deploy a rotational force and 
followed with a $3.4 billion fiscal 2017 bud¬ 
get request for the European Reassurance 
Initiative focused on continuing a rotation¬ 
al armored presence in Europe. 

The Trump administration immedi¬ 
ately accelerated and changed the nature 
of the program from “reassurance” to 
“deterrence.” The administration began 
with a $4.8 billion fiscal 2018 request (and 
changed the name to European Deterrence 
Initiative) and a $6.3 billion fiscal 2019 re¬ 
quest. The fiscal 2020 budget request for 
EDI is $5.9 billion. While slightly less than 
the 2019 request, it reflects a move from 
building capacity to increased activity. 
Acting Secretary of Defense Pat Shanahan 
explained that nonrecurring costs are com¬ 
plete and now the program is sustaining 


system that corrupts Ukraine’s politics and 
economy. Finally, they want someone who 
will strengthen economic growth, boost 
wages and create jobs. 

Those things are easier said than done. 
Yet if Zelensky truly wants to be a “servant 
of the people,” he at least knows what his 
strategic priorities ought to be. 

His campaign rhetoric seems to reflect 
an awareness of these priorities. To counter 
Russia’s continuing aggression in Ukraine, 
Zelensky has called for the United States 
and the United Kingdom to apply greater 
leverage on Moscow and get off the side¬ 
lines of the diplomatic process, which has 
been monopolized by France and Germany. 
To fight corruption, he has called for insu¬ 
lating Ukraine’s law enforcement agencies 

— especially its National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau and nascent anti-corruption courts 

— from political interference. To boost the 
economy, he has recognized that invest¬ 
ment is key but that it crucially depends 
on rule of law and respect for property 
rights. 

If Zelensky is to succeed with an agenda 
that matches this campaign rhetoric, he 
will need both domestic and international 
support. Domestically, he will need a par¬ 
liament and civil society willing to back re¬ 
forms. While the current parliament will 
likely be too fragmented and gridlocked 
to get much done, parliamentary elections 
this October offer a near-term opportuni¬ 
ty to bring in a strong bloc of reformers. 
Ukrainian civil society is already a staunch 
advocate of reforms and will be a key ally 
if Zelensky chooses to engage it. 

The other thing Zelensky needs is the 
support of the international community. 


the level of effort, conducting more exer¬ 
cises and actually deploying more troops. 
Given the 2013 total withdrawal of U.S. 
armor, the Army has been the focus of the 
funding — with the Army funding in each 
of the three years at $3.24 billion, $4.56 bil¬ 
lion and $3.98 billion, respectively. 

The amount dedicated specifically to “in¬ 
creased presence” increased in the 2020 
budget from $1.87 billion in 2019 to $2.05 
billion. The amount dedicated to exercises 
and training more than doubled from 2019 
to 2020 by going from $291 million to $609 
million. The budget also includes aid, to in¬ 
clude replacement of any weapons already 
provided, for Ukraine. 

The “increased presence” funds sustain 
an increased number of rotational forces 
and defer previously planned force reduc¬ 
tions. That ensures a U.S. presence across 
eastern Europe to include the Baltic states, 
Bulgaria and Romania. 

A part of the 1997 NATO-Russia Found¬ 
ing Act (a politically binding agreement 
that established a mechanism for NATO- 
Russia consultations) included NATO as¬ 
surances that, for the foreseeable future, 
the alliance would not permanently sta¬ 
tion “substantial” combat forces outside 
the territory of the then-16 allies. Although 
there is ample argument to conclude that 
circumstances have changed, some allies 
believe NATO should retain the “moral 
high ground” and continue to honor the 
pledge. A Polish offer to support with fund¬ 
ing infrastructure to help with the per¬ 
manent stationing of U.S. forces met with 
a welcoming U.S. response that makes it 
clear the U.S. does not believe the 1997 
act hinders the alliance from doing what is 
necessary for effective deterrence. 

On April 1 of this year, NATO Secre¬ 
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg announced 
that NATO would contribute $260 million 
to fund maintenance and storage of U.S. 
equipment in central Poland. The U.S. 


Unfortunately, like the parliament, the 
transatlantic community is also fragment¬ 
ed and consumed with other issues. That 
must change. The West must shake off its 
self-diagnosed “Ukraine fatigue” and re¬ 
place its wait-and-see attitude with a more 
strategic policy of proactively supporting 
military, anti-corruption and economic 
reforms in this strategically important 
country. 

If the international community does 
not embrace Zelensky, other actors will. 
Oligarchs are already champing at the bit 
to ensure their corrupt interests are ad¬ 
vanced. The Kremlin will do the same. And 
other vested interests such as Ukraine’s 
aging military brass will seek to delay and 
avoid the tough reforms they agreed on but 
never really wanted to implement. 

That is why the international commu¬ 
nity must engage the president-elect now 
to support the evolution of his views, his 
team and his policy agenda in ways that 
promote democratic values, an innovative 
economy and the rule of law. Western lead¬ 
ers should take Zelensky under their wing, 
provide strategic and technical advice, and 
offer to lend policy advisers who can offer 
their professional recommendations on 
defense reform, international diplomacy, 
legal questions and economic issues. 

Ukraine stands right now at an inflection 
point. The West must stop acting as if it has 
no stake in the outcome and move quickly 
to help the newly elected president lead his 
compatriots toward a more democratic, 
sovereign and prosperous Ukraine. 

Michael Carpenter is senior director of the Penn 
Biden Center for Diplomacy & Global Engagement. 


is building a prepostioned Armored Bri¬ 
gade Combat Team in central Poland. The 
NATO funding makes it clear that this is 
in support of the alliance and more than a 
bilateral U.S.-Polish effort. This is not per¬ 
manent stationing but, in addition to con¬ 
tinuous rotational U.S. forces in Poland, is 
about as close as one can get. 

The United States sent a powerful politi¬ 
cal signal on March 11 when it began to de¬ 
ploy 1,500 soldiers from the 1st Armored 
Division at Fort Bliss, Texas, on a no-no- 
tice exercise to the Drawsko Pomorskie 
training area in Poland. The m^ority of 
the soldiers landed in Europe on March 19, 
fell in on already prepositioned equipment 
and began training in the field. The United 
States, with NATO support, ultimately will 
be able to deploy rapidly a complete ABCT 
to fall in on prepositioned equipment. 

Also this month, the US. concluded a 
comprehensive defense agreement with 
Lithuania that guarantees the U.S. will 
continue to deploy troops to Lithuania and 
help the Lithuanians develop anti-tank and 
missile systems. Similar agreements with 
Estonia and Latvia are expected in the 
near future. The effort also include air and 
naval measures. The U.S. Air Force B-52s 
deployed to England, flying to Lithuania 
and Poland for training missions in March 
of this year. NATO has also stepped up its 
presence in the Black sea, a flash point 
with Russia. In 2018 NATO ships spent 120 
days in the Black Sea, up from 80 in 2017. 

The U.S. is reestablishing a strong 
presence in Europe and is again leading 
a resurgent NATO. This effort began im¬ 
mediately with the accession of the Trump 
administration and has continued consis¬ 
tently. I call that being tough on Russia. 

F. Charles Parker IV Is a retired Army colonel 
who lives in Belgium. He was the head of Arms 
Control Coordination on the International Staff at 
NATO for 16 years and is the author of “Vietnam: 
Strategy for a Stalemate.” 
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Musk plan for robotic cars met with skepticism 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Tesla CEO Elon Musk, shown speaking at Tesla’s design studio in 
Hawthorne, Calif., last month, says he expects to put fully self¬ 
driving vehicles on the road next year. 


By Michael Liedtke 
AND Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk expects to start 
converting the company’s elec¬ 
tric cars into fully self-driving 
vehicles next year as part of an 
audacious plan to create a net¬ 
work of robotic taxis to compete 
against Uber and other ride-hail¬ 
ing services. 

The vision sketched out Mon¬ 
day during an event at Tesla’s 
Silicon Valley headquarters 
requires several leaps of faith 
— something that the zealous in¬ 
vestors and consumers who view 
Musk as a technological genius 
often are willing to take. 

But self-driving car experts 
fear Musk is shirking public 
safety in an effort to boost Tesla’s 


stock and sell more of the compa¬ 
ny’s electric cars. This amid lin¬ 
gering questions about whether 
the 15-year-old automaker can 
consistently make money. 

“It sounds like a pipe dream 
that he’s selling people,” said 


Raj Rqjkumar, an electrical and 
computer engineering professor 
at Carnegie Mellon University. “I 
think it’s basically overpromising, 
which is typical of Elon Musk.” 

To prove his skeptics wrong. 
Musk will have to persuade regu¬ 


lators that Tesla’s technology for 
transforming potentially hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of electric 
cars into self-driving vehicles 
will produce robots that are safer 
and more reliable than humans. 

To do that. Musk will have to be 
correct in his bet that Tesla has 
come up with a better way to pro¬ 
duce self-driving cars than virtu¬ 
ally every other of the more than 
60 companies in the US. working 
toward the same goal. 

Some of those companies are 
aiming to have their fully au¬ 
tonomous cars begin carrying 
passengers in small geographic 
areas as early as this year, but 
many experts don’t believe they’ll 
be in widespread use for a decade 
or more. 

Unlike most of those other 
companies, Tesla’s cars won’t 
come with the light-beam sensors 


Calif, bill encourages banks to work with pot businesses 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Califor¬ 
nia legislators considered a plan 
Monday intended to encourage 
more banks to do business with 
marijuana companies that have 
been frozen out of thousands of 
financial institutions. 

Most Americans live in states 
where marijuana is legally avail¬ 
able in some form. 

But most financial institutions 
don’t want anything to do with 
money from the cannabis indus¬ 
try for fear it could expose them 
to legal trouble since the federal 
government still considers mari¬ 
juana illegal. 

The conflict between state and 
federal law has left businesses in 


California’s emerging legal pot 
industry in a legal dilemma, shut¬ 
ting out many of everyday servic¬ 
es such as opening a bank account 
or obtaining a credit card. 

It also has forced many busi¬ 
nesses to operate only in cash 

— sometimes vast amounts 

— making them ripe targets for 
crime. 

An state assembly bill would 
authorize regulators to share de¬ 
tailed sales, cultivation and ship¬ 
ping information collected from 
cannabis companies with banks, 
a step supporters hope will pro¬ 
vide additional assurances to 
financial institutions that a pot 
shop or grower is operating with¬ 
in the law. 

During the Obama adminis¬ 


tration, the Justice Department 
issued guidelines to help banks 
avoid federal prosecution when 
dealing with pot businesses in 
states where the drug is legal. 

But most banks don’t see those 
rules as a shield against charges 
that could include aiding drug 
trafficking. Also, they say the 
rules are difficult to follow, in ef¬ 
fect placing the burden on banks 
to determine if a pot business is 
complying with all legal rules. 

Cara Martinson, of the Cali¬ 
fornia State Association of Coun¬ 
ties, told members of an assembly 
committee that the bill repre¬ 
sented an incremental step until a 
solution is reached at the federal 
level. 

“This could help move the 


ball,” she said. 

The number of banks and cred¬ 
it unions willing to handle pot 
money is growing — it’s over 400 
nationally — but they still repre¬ 
sent only a small fraction of the 
industry. 
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called Lidar that many industry 
experts consider to be essential 
equipment for robotic vehicles to 
navigate the road. 

Musk trashed Lidar as a “fool’s 
errand” and “frigging stupid” in 
a put-down of companies such as 
Google spinoff Waymo and Gen¬ 
eral Motors’ Cruise Automation 
that are including the light-beam 
sensors in their systems. 

“They are going to dump 
Lidar,” Musk assured investors 
and analysts gathered at Tesla’s 
Palo Alto, Calif, office for the 
2 y 2 -hour presentation. 
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THE BLUCBIRP OF HAPPINESS & 
TUE GRACKLE OF rAELANCHOLlA 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


mm 



ACROSS 

40 Altar 

15 use audience 

1 Church seat 

constellation 

19 Lad 

4 Brit, record label 

41 Eggy quaff 

20 AWOL pursuers 

7 Singer Guthrie 


21 Dutch bloom 

8 Golf clubs 

DOWN 

22 Deceptions 

10 Vault intersection 

1 Stand-in 

23 Reply to 

11 Pig sounds 

2 Writer Wiesel 

“Shall we?” 

13 Good thing with 

3 Is curious (about) 

24 Nome resident 

a downside 

4 Goofed 

25“Kapow!” 

16 Utter 

5 Point-and- 

26 Largest 

17 Wear down 

click gizmo 

Greek isle 

18 Half of CIV 

6 Hostels 

28 Grace of “Will 

19 Vivacity 

7 Met solo 

& Grace” 

20 Prescriptions, 

8 Dome home 

29 Alpha’s opposite 

for short 

9 “Jason Bourne” 

30 Getting on 

21 “— were the 

actress Julia 

31 Anti-fur org. 


10 Baseball execs 
12 Disparaging 
14 Party cheese 


32 Curvy letter 

34 Lamb alias 

35 Part of A.D. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


days!” 

23 Expire 

25 Channel marker 

26 Animation 
frames 

27 Carte lead-in 

28 Blood line? 

30 Mimic 
33 Confusing 

statements 

36 Bit of buckshot 

37 Makes a sweater 

38 Prolonged 
attack 

39 “Downton 
Abbey” role 

4-24 CRYPTOQUIP 

HGDV QFRBDQ MFJD RO HPLG 

F KMGDJD LT CQPJCQFJ GPK 

MTJDWX OFBLVDB, PL HFK F 

CTTQ-GFBWX OQFV. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I HAVE A SNAZZY 
NEW GRIZZLY-SHAPED AREA RUG, BUT I KEEP 
AVOIDING IT. IT’S A BEAR TO WALK ON. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 



SCAM 

FADS 





D Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



Free Europe-wide delivery 


Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 

STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


STARSIQISTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com su| 


STRIPES, 


Mobile 
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Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Forcei 
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in the European Theater of Operations 
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For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 


Support the Mission 

Subscribe at Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com to donate a subscription. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned OF 
Cedric Muiiins to Norfoik (iL). Designated 
RHP Josh Lucas for assignment. Seiected 
the contract of iNF Stevie Wilkerson from 
Norfolk. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Assigned RHP 
Erasmo Ramirez outright to Pawtucket 
(IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Placed OF 
Eloy Jimenez on the bereavement list. 
Recalled OF Nicky Delmonico from Char¬ 
lotte (IL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Sent LHP Ga¬ 
briel Moya to Rochester (IL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Released LHP 
Gio Gonalez from his minor league con¬ 
tract. Signed INF Brad Miller to a minor 
league contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Recalled RHP 
Ryan Dull from Las Vegas (PCL). Op¬ 
tioned LHP Ryan Buchter to Las Vegas. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned C Nick 
Ciuffo to Durham (IL). Reinstated C Mike 
Zunino from paternity leave. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Jimmie Sherfy to Reno (PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Touki Toussaint to Gwinnett (IL). Re¬ 
called RHP Bryse Wilson from Gwinnett. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Sent LHP Mike 
Montgomery to Tennessee (SL) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Reinstated 
LHP Tyler Anderson from the 10-day IL. 
Placed LHP Kyle Freeland on the 10-day 
IL, retroactive to April 19. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed RHP 
Junior Guerra on the bereavement list. 
Optioned LHP Donnie Hart to San Anto¬ 
nio (PCL). Recalled RHPs Adrian Houser 
and Jake Petricka from San Antonio. 

NEW YORK METS - Activated INF 
Todd Frazier from the 10-day IL. Recalled 
INF Luis Guillorme from Syracuse (IL). 
Placed LHP Justin Wilson on the 10-day 
IL, retroactive to April 20. Optioned RHP 
Paul Sewald to Syracuse. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned LHP 
Steven Brault to Indianapolis (IL). Rein¬ 
stated OF Gregory Polanco from the 10- 
day IL. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Placed RHP 
Michael Wacha on the 10-day IL, retro¬ 
active to April 19. Recalled INF/OF Drew 
Robinson from Memphis (PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Recalled 
INF Jake Noll from Fresno (PCL). Optioned 
RHP Austin Adams to Fresno. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Brooklyn alternate gov¬ 
ernor Joe Tsai $35,000 for making public 
statements detrimental to the NBA. 

PHOENiX SUNS - Fired Igor Kokoskov, 
coach. 

Women’s National Basketbaii Associa¬ 
tion 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Acquired G 
Alexis Jones from Minnesota for G Odys¬ 
sey Sims. 

USA Basketbaii 

USAB — Named Atlanta Hawks coach 
Lloyd Pierce assistant men’s national 
team coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed S J.J. Wil¬ 
cox to a one-year contract. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed RB T.J. Yel- 
don to a two-year contract. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed DL Mike 
Purcell and Billy Winn and OL Jake Rod¬ 
gers. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed OL 
Evan Boehm to a one-year contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Reassigned 
F Clark Bishop to Charlotte (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled Fs Klim 
Kostin, Jordan Nolan and Austin Pogan- 
ski and D Chris Butler, Niko Mikkola, 
Mitch Reinke and Jake Walman from San 
Antonio (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

NEW YORK CITY - Named Liam Man¬ 
ning director of coaching for the Acad¬ 
emy. 

COLLEGE 

GEORGIA TECH - Junior C James 
Banks declared for the NBA draft. 

LIPSCOMB — Named Lauren Sumski 
women’s basketball coach. 

NEBRASKA — Announced men’s grad¬ 
uate basketball G Haanif Cheatham has 
transferred from Florida Gulf Coast. 

OHIO STATE - Named Jake Diebler 
men’s assistant basketball coach. 

TEMPLE — Sophomore men’s basket¬ 
ball G Tai Strickland is transferring from 
Wisconsin. 

THE CITADEL - Named Kevin Weston 
outside linebackers coach. 

VANDERBILT - Named James Strong 
assistant men’s basketball coach. 


College baseball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Golf 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Arcadia at Montclair St., ppd 
Assumption 9, Saint Anselm 4 
Bates 16, Thomas (Maine) 3 
Bethany (W.Va.) 3, Grove City 2, 11 in- 

Bloomsburg 13-13, Mansfield 0-4 
Cabrini 11-12, Marywood 2-5 
California (Pa.) 3-10, Seton Hill 2-6 
Centenary (N.J.) 7, Wilson 5 
CCSU at UConn, ppd. 

CCNY 20, Baruch 3, 2nd game ppd. 
Cobleskill 2-5, Utica 0-10 
Colby 17, Maine-Presque Isle 4 
Concord 8-1, Glenville St. 3-6 
Dartmouth 15, Harvard 7 
DeSales 7-7, Eastern 1-2 
E. Nazarene at Lasell, ccd. 

Fitchburg St. at WPI, ppd. 

Fredonia at Penn St.-Behrend, ppd. 
Gwynedd-Mercy 3-12, Marymount 
(Va.) 2-0 

Holy Cross 5, Lafayette 1 
Immaculata 5, Rutgers-Camden 1 
Johnson & Wales (R.l.) at Albertus 
Magnus, 2, ppd. 

Keystone 8-2, Cairn 5-0 
La Roche 9, D’Youville 0 
Lyndon St. 1, Norwich 0 
Mercyhurst 2, Slippery Rock 0 
Merrimack 6, St. Michael’s 0 
MIT at UMass-Boston, ppd. 

Mitchell at Lesley, 2, ppd. 

Mount Aloysius 8-4, Alfred St. 7-18 
NYIT 19-16, Lincoln (Pa.) 4-2 
Old Westbury at Lehman, 2, ppd. 
Plattsburgh St. 6, Fredonia 2 
Post (Conn.) 6, Dominican (N.Y.) 2, six 
innings, rain; 2nd game ppd. 

Sacred Heart at Rhode Island, ccd. 
Saint Rose at S. Connecticut, ppd. 
Salve Regina at Amherst, ccd. 

St. Joseph’s (Maine) 3, Bowdoin 0,8 in¬ 
nings, rain 

St. Joseph (Vt.) at Point Park, 2, ccd. 
St. Mary’s (Md.) 3, Salisbury 1 
Shepherd 6-13, West Liberty 5-1 
SUNY Canton at Plattsburgh St., ppd. 

S. Vermont 4-2, Elms 3-1 
Stevenson 8, Catholic 1 
Thiel 6, Westminster (Pa.) 2 
Ursinus 7, College of N.J. 5,11 innings 
Valley Forge 7, Baptist Bible 4 
Wells at D’Youville, 2, ppd. 

Wesley 13-5, Neumann 6-16 
Westfield St. at W. New England, ppd. 
W. New England at Curry, 2, ppd. 
SOUTH 

Anderson (S.C.) 16, Mars Hill 4 
Bryan 12, Bluefield 1 
Carson-Newman 13-6, Coker 3-5 
Catawba 8, S.C. Aiken 4 
Centre 4, Thomas More 1 
Claflin 13, Benedict 10 
Coker at UNC Pembroke, ccd. 
Kennesaw St. 12, Georgia St. 10 
Memphis 3, North Alabama 2 
Midway 5, Brescia 4 
Milligan 1, St. Andrews 0 
Randolph-Macon 6-13, Ferrum 1-5 
Reinhardt 2, Union (Ky.) 1 
Tennessee Wesleyan 5-2, Point (Ga.) 
4-13 

Virginia Wesleyan 4, Methodist 3 

MIDWEST 

Adrian 5-9, Albion 4-5 
Alma 9-11, Hope 7-9 
Anderson (Ind.) 4, Transylvania 3 
Aquinas 6, Lourdes 4 
Ashland 6, Ohio Dominican 2 
Baldwin Wallace 15-4, Capital 3-12 
Benedictine (III.) 17-6, Aurora 4-8 
Bethel (Minn.) 4, Northwestern-St. 
Paul 3 

Campbellsville at Indiana Southeast, 
ccd. 


17 

Concordia (Wis.) 1, Wis. Lutheran 0 
Edgewood 10-2, Milwaukee Engineer¬ 
ing 6-4 

Eureka 10, Knox 4 
Franklin 14-x, Earlham 2-x 
Goshen 6-7, Mount Vernon Nazarene 
1-6 

Hanover 5, Bluffton 2 
Illinois Tech 11, Lakeland 5 
Indiana South Bend at Indiana Wes¬ 
leyan, ccd. 

Indiana Tech at Indiana Wesleyan, 
ccd. 

Kalamazoo 8, Calvin 6 
Kenyon at Bluffton, ppd. 

Kenyon 6-1, Wittenberg 1-11 
Marian (Ind.) 9, Grace 0 
Marian (Wis.) 10-10, Rockford 0-4 
Martin Luther at Minn.-Morris, 2, ppd 
Ohio Northern 6, Marietta 4 
Peru St. at Doane, 2, ppd. 

Principia 17-1, Blackburn 3-3 
Rochester (Mich.) 14, Cleary 4 
St. Ambrose 8, Indiana South Bend 6 
St. Norbert 13, Beloit 7 
Saint Xavier at Clarke, ccd. 

Spring Arbor 10, Bethel (Ind.) 1 
Taylor 6, Indiana Wesleyan 5 
Trinity International 10, Roosevelt 7 
Wilmington (Ohio) 5-6, Mount Union 4- 
7,1st game, 10 innings 

FAR WEST 

Hawaii-Hilo 11-5, Holy Names 4-3 
Nevada 8, Oregon St. 7,12 innings 
Pacific (Ore.) 14, Linfield 6 
San Francisco 19, UC Davis 14 
Stanford 11, Gonzaga 10 
UC Santa Barbara 4, CSU Bakersfield 1 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 4 2 2 14 12 9 

Toronto FC 4 1 1 13 18 11 

Philadelphia 4 3 1 13 12 9 

Columbus 4 3 1 13 8 8 

Orlando City 3 3 2 11 12 13 

Montreal 3 3 2 11 8 14 

Chicago 2 2 3 9 12 11 

Cincinnati 2 4 2 8 8 13 

New York City FC 1 1 5 8 9 11 

New England 2 5 1 7 6 12 

New York 1 4 2 5 8 9 

Atlanta 1 3 2 5 5 8 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 7 1 1 22 25 7 

LA Galaxy 6 1 0 18 13 7 

Seattle 5 1 1 16 15 9 

FC Dallas 5 2 1 16 14 9 

Houston 4 1 1 13 13 8 

Minnesota United 3 3 1 10 17 15 

Real Salt Lake 3 4 1 10 10 14 

Sporting KC 2 2 3 9 15 11 

San Jose 2 5 0 6 10 17 

Vancouver 152 5 6 11 

Portland 15 1 4 9 18 

Colorado 0 6 2 2 12 23 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday, April 21 

New York City FC 2, D.C. United 0 
Los Angeles FC 4, Seattle 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at New York City FC 
D.C. United at Columbus 
Montreal at New England 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota United 
San Jose at Seattle 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Portland at Toronto FC 
San Jose at FC Dallas 
Philadelphia at Vancouver 
Colorado at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at New York 
Columbus at Houston 
New England at Sporting Kansas City 
Sunday’s games 
Chicago at Montreal 
D.C. United at Minnesota United 
Los Angeles FC at Seattle 
Real Salt Lake at LA Galaxy 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 10 14 6 1 

Portland 10 14 6 4 

Houston 10 14 2 1 

Utah 1 0 0 3 1 0 

Washington 1 1 0 3 2 1 

Chicago 0 0 2 2 5 5 

Reign FC 0 0 2 2 2 2 

Sky Blue FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Orlando 0 2 111 8 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 
North Carolina 5, Orlando 0 
Saturday’s games 
Portland 4, Chicago 4 
Houston 1, Sky Blue FC 0 
Utah 1, Washington 0 

Sunday’s game 
Orlando 1, Reign FC 1 

Saturday, April 27 
Utah at Orlando 
Reign FC at Chicago 

Sunday’s, April 28 
Portland at Sky Blue FC 
North Carolina at Houston 


Hungarian Open 

andEv 


Pro football 


2019 NFL Draft order 

At Nashville, Tenn. 

April 25-27 
First Round 

1. Arizona Cardinals 

2. San Francisco 49ers 

3. New York Jets 

4. Oakland Raiders 

5. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

6. New York Giants 

7. Jacksonville Jaguars 

8. Detroit Lions 

9. Buffalo Bills 

10. Denver Broncos 

11. Cincinnati Bengals 

12. Green Bay Packers 

13. Miami Dolphins 

14. Atlanta Falcons 

15. Washington Redskins 

16. Carolina Panthers 

17. NY Giants (from Cleveland) 

18. Minnesota Vikings 

19. Tennessee Titans 

20. Pittsburgh Steelers 

21. Seattle Seahawks 

22. Baltimore Ravens 

23. Houston Texans 

24. Oakland (from Chicago) 

25. Philadelphia Eagles 

26. Indianapolis Colts 

27. Oakland (from Dallas) 

28. Los Angeles Chargers 

29. Kansas City Chiefs 

30. Green Bay (from New Orleans) 

32. New England Patriots 

Calendar 

April 25-27 - NFL Draft, Nashville, 

May 3-6 or May 10-13 — Teams may 
hold rookie minicamps. 

May 20-22 — Spring League Meeting, 
Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Aug. 1 — Hall of Fame game. Canton, 
Ohio. 

- Hall of Fame inductions, Can- 


Monday 

At Sportll Sport and Event Center 
Budapest, Hungary 
Purse: $589,500 (ATP250) 
face: Clay-Oi- 


World ranking 

Through April 21 


Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
First Round 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Mikhail 
Kukushkin (7), Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-4. 

Alj'az Bedene, Slovenia, def. Bernard 
Tomic, Australia, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 6-2, 6-7 (3), 7-5. 

Radu Albot (8), Moldova, def. Sergiy 
Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 7-5, 6-4. 


USA 

ENG 

USA 


First Round 

Ken and Neal Skupski (3), Britain, def. 
Mate Valkusz, Hungary, and Nenad Zi- 
monjic, Serbia, 6-0, 7-6 (4). 

Porsche Grande Prix 

Monday 

At Porsche Arena 
Stuttgart, Germany 
Purse: $886,077 (Premier) 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 


USA 

USA 

ENG 


First Round 

Mandy Minella, Luxembourg, and 
Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Makoto 
Ninomiya, Japan, and Abigail Spears (3), 
United States, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Raquel Atawo, United States, and Ka¬ 
tarina Srebotnik (4), Slovenia, def. Dalila 
Jakupovic and Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, 
6-4, 6-4. 

Barcelona Open 

Monday 

At Real Club de Tenis Barcelona 1899 
Barcelona, Spain 
Purse: $2.93 million (WT500) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Denis 
Kudia, United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Mari¬ 
us Copil, Romania, 6-3, 6-7 (3), 7-5. 

Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 
def. Taro Daniel, Japan, 6-2, 6-2. 

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Pedro Sousa, 
Portugal, 2-6, 6-4, 6-0. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Reilly 
Opelka, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 6-3. 

Nicolas Jarry, Chile, def. Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4. 

Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, def. 
Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Benoit Paire, France, def. Juan Ignacio 
Londero, Argentina, 7-5,6-2. 

Istanbul Cup 

Monday 

At Garantl Koza Arena 

Istanbul 

Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface.^Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Rebecca Peterson, Sweden, def. Pem- 
ra Ozgen, Turkey, 6-1, 2-6, 6-0. 

Petra Martic (6), Croatia, def. Tamara 
Zidansek, Slovenia, 3-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, def. Jo¬ 
hanna Larsson, Sweden, 7-6 (6), 4-6, 6-3. 


1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Brooks Koepka 

4. Rory Mcliroy 

5. Justin Thomas 

6. Tiger Woods 

7. Francesco Molinari 

8. Bryson DeChambeau 

9. Xander Schauffele 
LO. Rickie Fowler 

LI. Jon Rahm 
L2. Matt Kuchar 
L3. Paul Casey 
L4. Jason Day 
L5. Tony Finau 
L6. Tommy Fleetwood 
L7. Bubba Watson 
L8. Patrick Cantlay 
L9. Patrick Reed 
!0. Webb Simpson 
!1. Louis Oosthuizen 
!2. Marc Leishman 
!3. Phil Mickelson 
!4. Gary Woodland 
!5. Kevin Kisner 
!6. Ian Poulter 
!7. Hideki Matsuyama 
!8. Adam Scott 
!9. Sergio Garcia 

10. Cameron Smith 


2020 Ryder Cup points 

At Whistling Straits 
Kohler, Wis. 

Sept. 25-27,2020 
Through April 14 
United States 

1. Tiger Woods 2,347.063 

2. Dustin Johnson 1,990.542 

3. Kevin Kisner 1,085.456 

4. Xander Schauffele 963.323 

5. Brooks Koepka 941.292 

6. Matt Kuchar 851.088 

7. Jim Furyk 729.214 

8. Webb Simpson 562.563 

9. Tony Finau 544.313 

10. Patrick Cantlay 481.990 

11. Justin Thomas 396.713 

12. Rickie Fowler 363.694 

13. Bubba Watson 312.775 

14. Brandt Snedeker 268.781 

15. Aaron Wise 267.125 


FedEx Cup leaders 

Through April 21 

1. Matt Kuchar 

2. Xander Schauffele 

3. Rory Mcliroy 

4. Paul Casey 

5. Dustin Johnson 

6. Brooks Koepka 

7. Gary Woodland 

8. Rickie Fowler 

9. Charles Howell III 

10. Justin Thomas 

11. Marc Leishman 

12. Francesco Molinari 909 $3, 

13. Patrick Cantlay “ 

14. Kevin Kisner 

15. Tiger Woods 

16. Phil Mickelson 

17. Justin Rose 

18. Corey Conners 

Bryson DeChambeau 815 $2, 
Keif -- - 


2,030 $5, 
',562 $4, 
,457 $4, 
,261 $3, 
,242 $3, 
,112 $3, 
,102 $3, 


905 $2, 


20. Keith Mitchell 


772 $2, 


Money 

,394,944 

,485,399 

,854,964 

,199,473 

,972,139 

,526,317 

,020,845 

,853,167 

,604,266 

,745,300 

,684,854 

,027,438 

,319,890 

,537,516 

,804,717 

,293,980 

,431,269 

,266,763 

,118,629 

,021,293 


Aug. 3 - 

1, oTiio. 


First Round 

Andreja Mitu, Romania, and Alexandra 
Panova, Russia, def. Prarthana Thom- 
bare, India, and Eva Wacanno, Nether¬ 
lands, 6-2, 6-2. 

Monique Adamczak and Jessica 
Moore, Australia, def. Melis Sezer and 
Ipek Soylu, Turkey, 7-6 (5), 2-6,11-9. 


Fight schedule 

April 24 

At Chonburi, Thailand, Wanheng 
Menayothin vs. Tatsuya Fukuhara, 12, for 
Menayothin’s WBC minimumweight title. 

April 25 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, 
Indio, Calif., Yves Ulysse Jr. vs. Steve 
Claggett, 10, for the vacant WBA Gold 
Super lightweight title; Oscar Negrete 
vs. Joshua Franco, 10, for the NABF ban¬ 
tamweight title; Alexis Rocha vs. Shoki 
Sakai, 10, for Rocha’s WBC Continental 
Americas welterweight title. 

April 26 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Dan¬ 
iel Roman vs. TJ Doheny, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title and 
Doheny’s IBF/WBA Super World su¬ 
per bantamweight titles; Srisaket Sor 
Rungvisai vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 12, 
for Sor Rungvisai’s WBC junior bantam¬ 
weight title; Jessie Vargas vs. Humberto 
Soto, 10, junior middleweights; Scott 
Quigg vs. Jayson Velez, 10, for vacant IBF 
International super featherweight title; 
Shakhram Giyasov vs. Emmanuel Taylor, 
10, junior welterweights. 

At Tuscany Hall, Florence, Italy, Fabio 
Turchi vs. Jean Jacques Olivier, 12, for 
Turchi’s WBC International Silver cruiser- 
weight title; Orlando Fiordigiglio vs. Ste¬ 
phen Danyo, 12, for the vacant IBF super 
welterweight title; Allesandro Riguccini 
vs. Ivan Alvarez, 12, for the vacant IBF In¬ 
ternational super welterweight title. 


Presidents Cup standings 

At Royal Melbourne Golf Club 
Melbourne, Australia 
Dec. 12-15, 2019 
Through April 21 
Top 10 automatically qualify 
United States 

1. Dustin Johnson 5,667 

2. Justin Thomas 5,359 

3. Xander Schauffele 5,064 

4. Matt Kuchar 4,939 

5. Brooks Koepka 4,629 

6. Bryson DeChambeau 4,471 

7. Rickie Fowler 3,940 

8. Tony Finau 3,664 

9. Tiger Woods 3,638 

10. Phil Mickelson 3,515 

11. Gary Woodland 3,511 

12. Patrick Cantlay 3,496 

13. Webb Simpson 3,313 

14. Charles Howell III 3,106 

15. Bubba Watson 3,013 

International 

1. Marc Leishman AUS 136.30 

2. Louis Oosthuizen RSA 130.43 

3. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 111.09 

4. Cameron Smith AUS 105.58 

5. Li Haotong CHN 104.96 

6. Jason Day AUS 94.90 

7. Justin Harding RSA 94.79 

8. C.T. Pan TPE 94.58 

9. Abraham Ancer MEX 90.49 

10. Si Woo Kim KOR 78.84 

11. Adam Scott AUS 77.87 

12. Corey Conners CAN 75.22 

13. Sungjae Im KOR 72.39 

14. Jazz Janewattananond THA 71.32 

15. Branden Grace RSA 68.38 

LPGA money leaders 

Through April 20 

Trn Money 

1. Jin Young Ko 7 $1,025,122 

2. Nelly Korda 7 $530,799 

3. Eun-Hee Ji 7 $519,216 

4. Brooke M. Henderson 7 $498,151 

5. Minjee Lee 8 $478,472 

6. Carlota Ciganda 7 $395,108 

7. Mi Hyang Lee 8 $377,023 

8. Sung Hyun Park 5 $374,927 

9. Nasa Hataoka 6 $333,570 

10. Azahara Munoz 8 $319,790 

11. Amy Yang 6 $319,367 

12. Danielle Kang 6 $306,876 

13. Lexi Thompson 5 $257,866 

14. Moriya Jutanugarn 8 $247,235 

15. Hyo Joo Kim 6 $241,741 
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Hurricanes rally past 
Caps, force Game 7 



Gerry Broome/AP 


The Hurricanes' Justin Williams collides with Capitals goalie Braden Holtby during the 
second period of Game 6 of the first-round playoff series on Monday. 


By Joedy Mccreary 
Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Justin Williams 
earned another chance to live up to his 
nickname. 

The rest of the Carolina Hurricanes 
aren’t yet ready to end their first playoff 
appearance in a decade. 

Jordan Staal scored the go-ahead goal 
and added an assist in the third period, and 
the Hurricanes beat the Washington Capi¬ 
tals 5-2 on Monday night to force Game 7 
in their first-round playoff series. 

“We didn’t have a tomorrow,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Williams scored an insurance goal sec¬ 
onds after the Capitals had the tying goal 
disallowed, Warren Foegele and Teuvo 
Teravainen also scored, Dougie Hamilton 
added an empty-netter and Petr Mrazek 
made 23 saves. 

The Hurricanes scored three third-pe¬ 
riod goals in bouncing back from a 6-0 
beatdown in Game 5 and prolonging their 
first playoff appearance in a decade by one 
game at least. 

“We answered the bell,” said Williams 
— known as “Mr. Game 7” for his NHL- 
record 14 points in those games, plus his 
record-tying seven goals and his teams’ 7-1 
record in them. 

“I said at the start of the series that if 
they’re going to knock us out, we’re not 
going to do it easy,” he added. “We’re not 
going to let it be easy on them. Let’s go play 
another game.” 

Game 7 is Wednesday night in Washing¬ 
ton. The winner will play the New York Is¬ 
landers in the second round. 


Alex Ovechkin scored for the third 
straight game, Brett Connolly also scored 
and Braden Holtby stopped 31 shots. 

Washington — which won 10 road games 
a year ago on its run to the first Stanley 
Cup title in club history — went 0-3 on the 
road in this series after winning both regu¬ 
lar-season meetings in Raleigh. 

Staal gave the Hurricanes their first lead 
of the game at 3:51 of the third period, fol¬ 
lowing a scramble in front of Holtby. Justin 
Faulk uncorked a shot from the point and 
Brock McGinn and Staal both poked at it, 
with Staal ultimately slipping it past the 
Capitals goalie to make it 3-2. 

“I was just trying to track the puck, and 
honestly, try to get a piece of it,” Staal said. 
“And it was fortunate to go in.” 

Then came the key momentum swing of 
this one — the waved-off goal that Wash¬ 
ington thought should have counted. 

As Evgeny Kuznetsov tried to tuck the 
puck under Mrazek’s pads with 9:26 re¬ 
maining, Ovechkin crashed into the goalie. 
The officials waved it off, ruling that the 
Capitals’ captain interfered with Mrazek 
by pushing his pad. 

Washington coach Todd Reirden said he 
felt the play was “worth a challenge” after 
consulting with his video review staffers. 

“That’s not how the league or the refer¬ 
ees saw it,” he said. 

Williams then put Carolina up by two 
goals 84 seconds later by tipping Brett 
Pesce’s shot past Holtby and Hamilton ex¬ 
tended the lead with his empty-netter with 
3:06 left. 

By that point, the Capitals’ frustrations 
hit their breaking point, with Ovechkin re¬ 
ceiving a slashing penalty and a game mis¬ 


conduct with 1:08 remaining. 

“I don’t want to be a bad guy or some¬ 
thing, but it was not fun,” Ovechkin said. 

It helped the Hurricanes that they got a 
bit healthier, with one of the three forwards 
injured during this series returning to the 
lineup. Jordan Martinook was back after 
leaving Game 4 with a lower body injury. 

Another theme of the series was upend¬ 
ed: At no point during the first five games 
of this series did the road team ever lead. 
Connolly ended that pesky bit of trivia by 
scoring at 5:06 of the first to make it 1-0. 
And Ovechkin’s fourth goal of the series 
— and his third in three games — put the 
Capitals up 2-1 with 4:48 left in the first. 

But they didn’t score again — and the 
Hurricanes kept pushing back. 


First, Foegele made it 1-all when he beat 
Holtby with a spinning shot from the slot 
with 9:25 left in the first, giving him four 
goals in three home games in the series. 
He’s the second player in club history with 
four home goals in a series, joining Mark 
Hunter — who did it with the Whalers 
against Boston in 1991. 

And Teravainen pulled Carolina to 2-2 at 
1:56 of the second. Sebastian Aho swiped 
the puck from Jonas Siegenthaler behind 
the net and passed to Teravainen in the 
slot. 

“In the end, we weren’t playing terrible, 
but we had to find a way to tighten it up,” 
Staal said. “It was everybody tonight, and 
that’s what we need if we want to win this 
series.” 


Klingberg’s OT goal lifts Stars 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — With a chance to 
clinch a playoff series at home for 
the first time in 11 years, the Dal¬ 
las Stars needed overtime again. 
They didn’t need quite as many 
this time and won’t have to go 
back to Music City. 

John Klingberg scored from 
the left circle 17:02 into overtime 
after a cross-ice pass from Al¬ 
exander Radulov, and the Stars 
beat the Nashville Predators 2-1 
to wrap up their first-round West¬ 
ern Conference playoff series in 
six games. 

“We wanted to close it out today 
and don’t have to deal with going 
back there,” said Klingberg, 
whose first goal of the playoffs 
came after five assists in the se¬ 
ries. “We treated it like a Game 
7.” 

The last time the Stars clinched 
a playoff series on home ice was 
in 2008, when they needed four 
overtimes for a 2-1 win over San 
Jose in a second-round series. 

“To do it in overtime in that 
fashion, what an exciting time for 
our fans,” Stars captain Jamie 
Benn said. “They were loud and 
brought a lot of extra energy for 
us in overtime.” 

The Stars, with rookie coach 
Jim Montgomery, won three 
consecutive games to close out 
the Predators. Dallas will play 


St. Louis in the second round of 
the playoffs, just like its previ¬ 
ous postseason appearance three 
years ago. The Blues, who have 
home-ice advantage this time, 
won that 2016 series with a Game 
7 win in Dallas. 

Ben Bishop, Vezina Trophy fi¬ 
nalist, had a playoff career-high 
47 saves for the Stars. 

“Obviously our best player once 
again is Bish. He’s just keeping us 
in the game,” Klingberg said. 

“We slowly, second period, 
third period and overtime got 
better and better,” Montgomery 
said. “Obviously our best player 
was Bish. He was incredible.” 

Pekka Rinne, who won the 
Vezina Trophy last year as the 
NHL’s top goalie, also set a career 
best by stopping 49 shots in his 
89th career playoff game. That 
included an impressive pad save 
on Bonn’s shot just more than five 
minutes into the overtime period, 
when the Stars had a 14-8 advan¬ 
tage on shots. 

“It’s tough. It’s a tough pill to 
swallow,” Predators defenseman 
PK. Subban said. “We came in 
here obviously wanting to take 
the series back to Nashville, and I 
thought we gave ourselves a great 
opportunity to do that.” 

Blake Comeau scored his first 
playoff goal for the Stars, tying 
the game at 1-1 in the second pe¬ 


riod. But he also had a tripping 
penalty with 1:53 left in regula¬ 
tion that put Nashville on the 
power play. 

The Predators stuck to the 
series script and didn’t score a 
goal. They didn’t even get a shot 
on goal before the third period 
ended, or when finishing the final 
seconds with a man advantage to 
start overtime. 

They were O-for-4 on the power 
play in Game 6, and finished 0 
for 15 in the series. They were 
the only one of the 16 teams that 
made the playoffs that didn’t 
have a power-play goal in the 
postseason. 

“I don’t have that answer right 
now,” coach Peter Laviolette 
said. 

“Even tonight, we had a lot of 
chances on the power play,” de¬ 
fenseman Roman Josi said. “If 
we get a goal there, it’s a different 
game.” 

Nashville had only one shot in 
the last nine minutes of regula¬ 
tion, and that doesn’t count Calle 
Jarnkrok’s shot at an angle over 
Bishop that ricocheted off the 
crossbar. 

Colton Sissons had a break¬ 
away for Nashville with about 11 
minutes left that was denied by 
Bishop, just before Comeau and 
Andrew Cogliano had swipes 
against Rinne. 


Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven) 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 0 

Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 3 
Columbus 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 7, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 3, Boston 3 
Toronto 4, Boston 1 
Boston 4, Toronto 1 
Toronto 3, Boston 2 
Boston 6, Toronto 4 
Toronto 2, Boston 1 
Boston 4, Toronto 2 
Tuesday: at Boston 

Washington 3, Carolina 3 
Washington 4, Carolina 2 
Washington 4, Carolina 3, OT 
Carolina 5, Washington 0 
Carolina 2, Washington 1 
Washington 6, Columbus 0 
Monday: Carolina 5, Washington 2 
Wednesday: at Washington 
New York Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 0 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Dallas 4, Nashville 2 
Dallas 3, Nashville 2 
Nashville 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Nashville 3, Dallas 2 
Dallas 5, Nashville 1 
Dallas 5, Nashville 2 
Monday: Dallas 2, Nashville 1. OT 
St. Louis 4„ Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 1 
St. Louis 4, Winnipeg 3 
Winnipeg 6, St. Louis 3 
Winnipeg 2, St. Louis 1, OT 
St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 2 

Coiorado 4, Caigary 1 
Calgary 4, Colorado 0 
Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Colorado 6, Calgary 2 
Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Colorado 5, Calgary 1 

Vegas 3, San Jose 3 
San Jose 5, Vegas 2 
Vegas 5, San Jose 3 
Vegas 6, San Jose 3 
Vegas 5, San Jose 0 
San Jose 5, Vegas 2 
San Jose 2, Vegas 1 (20T) 

Tuesday: at San Jose 


Monday 

Hurricanes 5, Capitals 2 


Washington 2 0 0-2 

Carolina 1 1 3-5 

First Period— 1, Washington, Connolly 
2 (Eller, Burakovsky), 5:06. 2, Carolina, 
Foegele 4 (Slavin, Hamilton), 10:35. 3, 
Washington, Ovechkin 4 (Niskanen, Or¬ 
lov), 15:12. 

Second Period— 4, Carolina, Teravain¬ 
en 2 (Aho), 1:56. 

Third Period— 5, Carolina, Staal 2 
(Faulk, McGinn), 3:51. 6, Carolina, Wil¬ 
liams 1 (Staal, Pesce), 11:58. 7, Carolina, 
Hamilton 3 (Martinook), 16:54. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 7-7-11 — 
25. Carolina 15-9-12-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 2; Carolina 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Washington, Holtby 3-3 (35 
shots-31 saves). Carolina, Mrazek 3-3 
(25-23). 

A-18,913 (18,680). T-2:50. 


Stars 2 , Predators 1 (OT) 

Nashville 1 0 0 0-1 

Dallas 0 10 1-2 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Watson 1 
(Subban, Boyle), 5:47. 

Second Period— 2, Dallas, Comeau 1 
(Faksa), 5:20. 

Overtime— 3, Dallas, Klingberg 1 
(Seguin, Radulov), 17:02. 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 19-13-8-8— 
48. Dallas 10-14-13-14-51. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
Oof 4; Dallas 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Nashville, Rinne 2-4 (51 

shots-49 saves). Dallas, Bishop 4-2 (48- 
47). 

A-19,025 (18,532). T-3:17. 


Calendar 

May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 15 — Last possible day for Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 

June 20 — NHL general managers 
meetings, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

June 21-22 — NHL Draft, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

July 1 — Free agency begins noon 
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Lamoriello, Trotz behind Isles' turnaround 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Islanders goaltender Robin Lehner celebrates with Vaitteri Filppula 
at the end of Game 4 of the first-round series against Pittsbui^h. 


By Vin a. Cherwoo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Lou Lamoriello 
and Barry Trotz say they didn’t 
know exactly what to expect 
from the New York Islanders this 
season. 

There were plenty of ques¬ 
tions after the Islanders gave up 
293 goals — the most in the NHL 
since 2006-07 — while missing 
the playoffs for the eighth time in 
11 years. There was uncertainty 
on offense when star center John 
Tavares left in free agency for his 
hometown Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“There were a lot of unknowns. 
We had no preconceived notions,” 
Lamoriello said. “Whatever ex¬ 
pectations there were, there were 
really none one way or another.” 

The answers have come in the 
form of a stunning one-year turn¬ 
around that has the Islanders in 
the second round of the playoffs. 
New York gave up a league-low 
191 goals, charged to the top of 
the Metropolitan Division and just 
swept the star-laden Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the first round. 

Knowing some had picked them 
to miss the playoff again, players 
just shrug it off. 

“That’s kind of been a little bit of 
the story line here and we’re used 
to it,” said Anders Lee, who suc¬ 
ceeded Tavares as team captain. 
“That’s just the way it’s been, not 
just this year, it’s kind of always 
been that way. This year we’ve re¬ 
ally taken it on and run with it.” 

Both Lamoriello and Trotz say 
they knew they were going to give 
up fewer goals with a better de¬ 
fensive approach. 


“We wanted to play a certain 
way,” Trotz said. “We knew we 
could fix the goals against, that’s 
commitment and that’s work 
ethic, detail and structure.” 

The 76-year-old Lamoriello, 
whose long career includes build¬ 
ing the New Jersey Devils into 
an NHL power a generation ago, 
vowed to bring a culture change 
to the Islanders when he took over 
as the president of hockey opera¬ 
tions last May. A few weeks later, 
he fired general manager Garth 
Snow and coach Doug Weight. 

Trotz was hired as coach in 
June, days after he led Wash¬ 
ington to its first Stanley Cup 
championship and then abruptly 
resigned in a contract dispute. 
The hiring was celebrated by the 
Islanders’ rabid fan base, which 
has seen just one postseason se¬ 
ries win since 1993 — a far cry 
from the glory days of winning 
four championships in a row. 

After losing Tavares, Lamori¬ 
ello went about filling the roster 
with players with winning experi¬ 
ence. Veterans like Leo Komarov, 
32, and Vaitteri Filppula, 35, were 
brought in to help the develop¬ 
ment of youngsters like Anthony 
Beauvilier. And 27-year-old Tom 
Kuhnhackl, who won two Stanley 
Cups with the Penguins, was also 
a solid addition. 

“We were looking for good peo¬ 
ple, the people who have won,” 
Trotz said. “That’s so important 
for our growth as an organization 
and a group coming in. We looked 
for character people and Lou did 
a great job.” 

The Islanders have embraced 
Trotz’s swarming, defense-first 
system. 


“It’s helped us all along,” said 
forward Josh Bailey, now the lon¬ 
gest-tenured Islander in his 11th 
season with the team. “It’s a big 
part of our identity and I think 
the more results we’ve seen as the 
season went on, the more belief (it 
fostered) in one another and what 
we were doing, and trust in our 
staff and everyone.” 

A big question in the offseason 
centered on goaltending after 
Robin Lehner was signed to pair 
with Thomas Greiss. Lehner was 
with Buffalo the previous season 
and left a game down the stretch 
because of a panic attack and was 
subsequently treated for alcohol 
and drug addiction and also di¬ 
agnosed with bipolar disorder, 
ADHD and PTSD. He talked 
openly about his personal life 
when he joined the Islanders, and 
credited the organization and his 
new teammates with giving him 
support. 

Greiss went 23-14-2 with a 
2.28 goals-against average and 
five shutouts while Lehner was 
25-13-5 with a 2.13 GAA and six 
shutouts. The two shared the Wil¬ 
liam Jennings Trophy for the 
team allowing the fewest goals 
in the league. Lehner started all 
four games in the series against 
the Penguins, limiting them to six 
goals on 136 shots, and is a final¬ 
ist for the Vezina Trophy. 

The focus on defense has meant 
playing with more discipline. 
And while a few players enjoyed 
boosts in their offensive produc¬ 
tion, it meant reductions for oth¬ 
ers, including Mathew Barzal, 
Lee, Bailey and Jordan Eberle. 
The sacrifices have resulted in 


more overall success. 

“We play as a team,” Trotz said. 
“I think everybody has given up a 
part of themselves to be a part of 
something greater.” 

The coach points to a road 
trip in December that became 
a springboard for the rest of the 
season. They had lost five of the 
previous nine after the Thanks¬ 
giving weekend, and then won 
three of four, shutting down high- 
scoring lines for Colorado and 
Dallas. 

“I think from that point we 
really trusted our game,” Trotz 
said. “We were sort of in-between 
a little bit and that sort of galva¬ 
nized the group.” 

In the second game after 
Christmas, the Islanders went to 
Toronto and shut out the Maple 


Leafs 5-0 in their first game play¬ 
ing against Tavares. It was part of 
a stretch in which the Islanders 
went 16-2-3 from Dec. 8 to Feb. 2 
to jump to the top of the division. 

“I came into this team and 
talked to the guys straight in the 
summer and a lot of the guys said 
‘We’re going to go far,”’ Lehner 
said. “That just grew during the 
season when the system started 
to jell and we started playing 
together.” 

They Islanders say they’re not 
simply satisfied with just getting 
to the second round, where they 
will face either Carolina or Trotz’s 
former team, the Capitals. 

“We’re nowhere near where we 
want to be at,” Bailey said. “You 
have to win four (series) to win it 
all.” 


Avalanche moving on for first time since 2008 


By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

DENVER—The brief message on social 
media from Colorado defenseman Nikita 
Zadorov was rhetorical in nature: “How is 
your bracket?” 

Because obviously, it’s pretty messy. 

The eighth-seeded Avalanche certainly 
played a big role in that. Colorado knocked 
off the Calgary Flames — the top team in 
the West—in five games for its first playoff 
series win since 2008. It’s on to the second 
round, where Colorado faces the winner 
of the Vegas-San Jose series. The Golden 
Knights and Sharks were to play Game 7 
Tuesday night. 

While others may be surprised, Nathan 
MacKinnon and his teammates have been 
asserting that this postseason would be 
entirely different. This time, unlike a year 
ago, they wouldn’t be content with merely 
making the playoffs. This time, they want¬ 
ed to make some noise even if they again 
entered as an eight seed and faced a No. 1 
seed. 

“We’re not just happy to be here,” said 
MacKinnon, whose team was eliminated 
in the opening round by top-seeded Nash¬ 
ville in six games last year. “We’re here to 
win the Cup.” 

Colorado actually has been in playoff 
mode for about a month, needing to go 8-0- 
2 down the stretch to earn the last spot. De¬ 
spite the Avalanche’s surge, they weren’t 
exactly a trendy pick to spring an upset on 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Avalanche goaltender Philipp Grubauer 
makes a stick save against Calgary during 
Game 4 of their playoff series. 

a Flames squad that amassed 107 points. 
But they outscored the Flames by a 17-11 
margin and outshot them 205-164. 

“Now we can rest before the second 
round,” forward Mikko Rantanen said 
Friday after a 5-1 win in Game 5. “That’s 
going to be huge.” 

And just like that, another top seed ex¬ 
ited. Tampa Bay, the Presidents’ Trophy 
winner with the league’s best record, got 
swept out of the playoffs by Columbus. 

Dating to expansion in 1967-68, this 


marks the first time the top two teams in 
each division or conference or the teams 
with the two best records have been elimi¬ 
nated in the opening round, according to 
the league. 

“We told you going into the playoffs 
that we had a different feeling, a differ¬ 
ent mindset this year, that we’re here for a 
purpose,” Avalanche coach Jared Bednar 
said. “Our guys believe it... Our guys are 
hungry for more.” 

Rantanen turned in quite a series, with 
five goals and four assists. He has at least 
a point in four straight games, which is 
one away from tying the Colorado/Quebec 
franchise mark held set by Peter Stastny 
in 1982 and equaled by Peter Forsberg on 
three separate occasions. 

This after Rantanen missed the last 
eight games of the regular season with an 
upper-body injury. He shook off some rust 
in Game 1 and then spent the rest of the se¬ 
ries shaking free of defenders. He scored 
the overtime winner in Game 4. 

“He came back and he looked amazing 
and dominated,” MacKinnon said. “It’s so 
nice to have a guy like that on your team.” 

The same can be said for goaltender 
Philipp Grubauer, whose play down the 
stretch got the Avalanche into the postsea¬ 
son and whose play now has kept them roll¬ 
ing. Grubauer posted a 1.90 goals-against 
average against the Flames. 

“He was a wall for us,” said captain 
Gabriel Landeskog, whose team went 0-3 
against San Jose during the regular season 


and 2-1 versus Vegas. “He was really im¬ 
portant for us. He’s been really solid this 
whole series.” 

Grubauer believes this team can reach 
an even higher level. 

“If we can manage to play that way for a 
long time, we’re going to set ourselves up 
for a good chance here,” said Grubauer, 
who won a Stanley Cup title with Washing¬ 
ton last season. “Guys are stepping up in 
the right moments.” 

Like recently signed rookie defenseman 
Cale Makar, who made his NHL debut in 
Game 3 and scored a goal. The 20-year- 
old signed a three-year deal with Colorado 
last Sunday, a day after his college season 
ended when Massachusetts lost in the Fro¬ 
zen Four championship game. 

Makar, who is from Calgary, grew up 
a big Flames fan. He just played a role in 
eliminating them. 

Matt Nieto had two short-handed goals 
in the series, while Tyson Barrie added 
five assists and logged the most ice time 
among Colorado skaters. 

In the clincher at Calgary, Rantanen, 
Colin Wilson, MacKinnon and Barrie all 
had at least three-point performances. 
This marked the first time in the team’s 
history that four players had at least three 
points in a series-clinching game. 

That comes as no surprise to 
Landeskog. 

“We wouldn’t be here,” Landeskog said, 
“if it wasn’t for every single guy in this 
room.” 
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This week in MLB 

Boston 
has time 
to dig out 

By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

Hold off — for now — on the 
panic in Boston. 

The Red Sox are indeed off to 
a poor start in defense of their 
World Series title. They have a 
9-13 record and baseball’s third- 
worst run differential. But after 
sweeping a three-game series 
with first-place Tampa Bay, Bos¬ 
ton has avoided the worst-case 
scenario early on. 

The reigning champs trail the 
Rays by 5 Vi games in the AL 
East, but the deficit could be big¬ 
ger. Boston ranks near the bottom 
of the American League in runs 
scored and ERA. Aside from 
J.D. Martinez, none of the team’s 
big-name hitters has been great. 
Chris Sale and Rick Porcello are 
winless, and both have ERAs 
over 8.00. 

There’s still more than a week 
left in April, though. And there’s 
plenty of precedent that suggests 
a good team can recover from 
a start like this. Here are a few 
teams since the start of the wild¬ 
card era that had even worse re¬ 
cords than the Red Sox after 22 
games — and still ended up in the 
postseason: 

■ The 2015 Rangers started 7- 
15 and were 8 Vi games out of first 
place before winning the AL West 
with an 88-74 record. They were 
eliminated in the Division Series 
by Toronto — remember Jose 
Bautista’s home run and bat flip? 

■ The 2010 Braves were 8-14 
after losing nine straight games 
in April. About a month later, they 
made up for that with a nine-game 
winning streak. They ended up as 
a 91-win wild card in manager 
Bobby Cox’s final season. 

■ The 2006 Padres were 8-14, 
but they were only 4 Vi games out 
of first at the time. The NL West 
remained pretty forgiving that 
year. In fact, when San Diego and 
Los Angeles finished 88-74, they 
tied for the second-best record in 
the whole National League and 
both made the playoffs. 

■ The 2002 Angels won the 
World Series after starting 8-14. 
They were actually back at .500 in 
early May and easily took the wild 
card with 99 wins. 

■ The Athletics of the early 
2000s had a habit of starting slow¬ 
ly and storming back. The 2002 
team featured in “Moneyball” was 
a good example, but the 2001 team 
also followed the pattern, start¬ 
ing 8-14 before turning things 
around and finishing 102-60. 
Oakland went 58-17 after the All- 
Star break, and while that wasn’t 
enough to catch the 116-win Mari¬ 
ners in the division, the A’s made 
the playoffs with room to spare. 

It’s OK to give the Red Sox some 
benefit of the doubt right now, es¬ 
pecially with the rival Yankees 
dealing with injury issues of their 
own. 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


Tampa Bay 
New York 
Toronto 
Boston 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

Seattle 

Houston 

Oakland 
Los Angeles 


Central Division 


West Division 


391 6 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

New York 12 10 .545 - 

Philadelphia 12 10 .545 - 

Atlanta 11 10 .524 'A 

Washington 10 11 .476 V/i 

Miami 6 16 .273 6 

Central Division 

Pittsburgh 12 8 .600 - 

St. Louis 13 9 .591 - 

Milwaukee 13 11 .542 1 

Chicago 10 10 .500 2 

Cincinnati 8 13 .381 AVi 

West Division 

Los Angeles 15 9 .625 - 

Arizona 12 11 .522 2V2 

San Diego 12 11 .522 IVi 

Colorado 10 13 .435 m 

San Francisco 9 14 .391 S'A 

Sunday’s games 
Minnesota 4, Baltimore 3 
N.Y. Yankees 7, Kansas City 6, 10 in¬ 
nings 

Detroit 4, Chicago White Sox 3 
Boston 4, Tampa Bay 3,11 innings 
Texas 11, Houston 10 
L.A. Angels 8, Seattle 6 
Toronto 5, Oakland 4 
Atlanta 11, Cleveland 5 
Washington 5, Miami 0 
San Francisco 3, Pittsburgh 2 
L.A. Dodgers 6, Milwaukee 5 
St. Louis 6, N.Y. MetS 4 
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona 1 
Colorado 4, Philadelphia 1 
San Diego 4, Cincinnati 3 
Monday's games 
Detroit at Boston, ppd. 

Chicago White Sox 12, Baltimore 2 
Tampa Bay 6, Kansas City 3 
Minnesota 9, Houston 5 
N.Y. Yankees 4, L.A. Angels 3, 14 in¬ 
nings 

Oakland 6, Texas 1 
Arizona 12, Pittsburgh 4 
N.Y. Mets 5, Philadelphia 1 
St. Louis 13, Milwaukee 5 
Colorado 7, Washington 5 
Tuesday’s games 
Miami at Cleveland 
Chicago White Sox at Baltimore 
San Francisco at Toronto 
Detroit at Boston 
Kansas City at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Houston 
N.Y. Yankees at L.A. Angels 
Texas at Oakland 
Seattle at San Diego 
Atlanta at Cincinnati 
Arizona at Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets 
Milwaukee at St. Louis 
L.A. Dodgers at Chicago Cubs 
Washington at Colorado 

Wednesday’s games 
Kansas City (Junis 1-2) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Miami (Alcantara 1-2) at Cleveland 
(TBD) 

Texas (Smyly 0-2) at Oakland (Brooks 
2-2) 

Seattle (Hernandez 1-1) at San Diego 
(Paddack 0-1) 

San Francisco (Pomeranz 0-2) at To¬ 
ronto (Buchholz 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Santana 0-1) at 
Baltimore (Means 2-2) 

Detroit (Ross 1-2) at Boston (Rodri- 

Minnesota (TBD) at Houston (Ver- 
lander 3-0) 

N.Y. Yankees (German 3-1) at L.A. An¬ 
gels (Pena 0-1) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 2-2) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 1-2) 

Washington (Sanchez 0-2) at Colorado 
(Marquez 2-1) 

Atlanta (Soroka 0-1) at Cincinnati 
(Roark 1-0) 

Arizona (Kelly 1-2) at Pittsburgh (Lyles 
2-0) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 0-0) at N.Y. 
Mets (Vargas 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Buehler 2-0) at Chicago 
Cubs (Hamels 3-0) 

Calendar 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting. New 
York. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 


Monday 

Yankees 4, Angels 3 (14) 

New York Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gardner cf 4 0 0 0 Fltcher2b 3 0 0 0 

Voitlb 5 111 Bourph 10 0 0 

Torres ss 5 10 1 LStlla2b-3b2 0 0 0 

C.FrzerIf 6 110 Trout cf 4 0 10 

Tuchmanrf 6 0 0 0 Simmons ss 5 0 0 0 

Forddh 4 0 0 0 Pujols lb 5 0 0 0 

Urshela3b 5 0 2 2 K.Smithdh 5 12 0 

Hgshokac 6 110 Bourispr-2bl 10 0 

Wade 2b 2 0 0 0 Lucroyc 6 112 

LMahuph-2b 3 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 4 0 0 0 

Cozart3b 4 0 10 
Penapr 0 0 0 0 

Bard p 0 0 0 0 

Cahill ph 10 0 0 
Goodwin If 5 0 2 1 

Totals 46 4 5 4 Totals 46 3 7 3 

New York 101 000 000 001 01-4 

Los Angeles 020 000 000 001 00-3 

E—Lucroy (3). DP—New York 3. LOB— 
New York 7, Los Angeles 8. 2B—C.Frazler 
(3), Higashloka (2). HR—Volt (5), Lucroy 
(1). SB-Torres (1), Urshela (1), Trout (2), 
Bourjos (2). SF-Torres (2), Urshela (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Happ 7 32225 

Ottavino 2 2 0 0 1 0 

Kahnie 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cessa 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Chapman BS,1 1 2 110 1 

Holder W,l-0 2 0 0 0 1 3 

Los Angeles 

Harvey 6 3 2 2 2 2 

Bedrosian 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Garcia 1 0 0 0 1 0 

1 0 0 0 0 3 


Cole 


■d L,0-1 


2 


Diamondbacks 12, Pirates 4 

Arizona Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J.Dysoncf-lf 5 2 10 A.Frzer2b 5 0 10 

E.EscbrSb 5 2 3 3 Me.Cbrr If 3 0 0 0 

D.PrItalf 5 12 3 J.Mrtin If 10 0 0 

Y.Lopez p 0 0 0 0 G.PInco rf 4 2 2 0 

Joseph ph 1 0 0 0 Bell lb 4 111 

Koch p 0 0 0 0 Moran 3b 5 12 2 

A. Jones rf 5 0 2 2 B.RynId cf 4 0 10 

C. WIkerlb 4 112 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

Hiranop 0 0 0 0 P.Reyescf 0 0 0 0 

I. Vrgas ph-2b 1 0 1 0 EI.Diazc 4 0 11 

Flores 2b-lb 4 10 0 C.Tckerss 3 0 10 
Ahmed ss 4 12 0 Msgrove p 2 0 0 0 

J. Mrphyc 5 2 3 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

Godleyp 2 0 0 0 Burdip 0 0 0 0 

Andresep 0 0 0 0 Shuck cf-p 10 0 0 

Swihartph 1111 

K. Mrte2b-cf2 1 1 1 

Totals 4412 17 12 Totals 36 4 9 4 
Arizona 001 000 740-12 

Pittsburgh 002 020 000- 4 

LOB—Arizona 9, Pittsburgh 10. 2B— 

D. Peralta (11), A.Jones (7), G.Polanco (1), 
Moran (3), B.Reynolds (2), C.Tucker (2). 
3B-D.Peralta (1), Bell (2). HR-E.Escobar 
(3), C.Walker (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Godley 4 7 4 4 4 2 

Andriese W,3-l 2 10 0 12 

Hirano 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Lopez 1 10001 

Koch 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Pittsburgh 

Musgrove 6 5 3 3 2 5 

Crick L,0-1 BS,1 % A 4 4 0 0 

Burdi '/3 4 5 5 1 0 

Liriano 1 3 0 0 0 1 

Godley pitched to 3 batters in the 5th 
Musgrove pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
Burdi pitched to 3 batters in the 8th T— 
3:35. A-9,233 (38,362). 

Mets 5, Phillies 1 

New York 

h bi ab r hbi 

McCtchnIf 4 0 0 0 Nimmolf 5 110 

Ralmutoc 4 0 0 0 McNeil 2b 3 12 1 

B. Hrperrf 2 0 0 0 P.AInso lb 3 112 

Quinn cf 2 0 0 0 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

Hoskins lb 4 111 Ed.Diazp 0 0 0 0 

Franco 3b 3 0 0 0 Cnforto rf 2 0 0 1 

Gsselinss 3 0 0 0 W.Ramosc 3 0 11 

C. Hrnan2b 3 0 2 0 T.Frzer3b 4 0 10 

Altherrcf-rf 2 0 0 0 Gllormess 4 0 0 0 

Arrieta p 1 0 0 0 Lagares cf 4 12 0 

J.AIvrzp 0 0 0 0 Matzp 2 0 0 0 

Nicasiop 0 0 0 0 S.Lugop 0 0 0 0 

N.WIImsph 1 0 0 0 Canoph 0 0 0 0 

E. Ramos p 0 0 0 0 J..Dvis ph 110 0 

Do.Smthlb 10 10 
Totals 29 1 3 1 Totals 32 5 9 5 
Philadelphia 000 100 000-1 

New York 002 010 20x-5 

E—Realmuto (2), C.Hernandez (3), Al- 
therr (1). LOB—Philadelphia 4, New York 
8. 2B—C.Hernandez (4), P.AIonso (8). 
HR—Hoskins (6), McNeil (1). SB—NImmo 
(1), T.Frazler (1). CS-Lagares (1). SF- 
Conforto (1). S—Arrieta (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Arrieta L,3-2 6 7 4 3 1 7 

Alvarez Vi 0 10 0 0 

Nicasio Vi 0 0 0 1 0 

Ramos 1 2 0 0 0 1 

New York 

MatzW,2-l 6 3 112 6 

Lugo H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Familia 1 0 0 0 ‘ ' 


Diaz 


2 


Arrieta pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP—by Alvarez (McNeil), by Nicasio 
(Alonso). T-2:46. A-25,293 (41,922). 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


The Phillies’ Bryce Harper, left, is restrained while aiguing with 
umpire Mark Carlson, right, during the fourth inning on Monday. 


Rays 6, Royals 3 

Kansas City Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld2b 3 0 10 Lowe lb 4 0 11 

Mondesi ss 4 0 0 0 Pham If 3 12 0 

A. Grdonlf 4 111 Y.Diazdh 3 112 

H.Dzierdh 2 12 1 Wendle2b 4 0 0 0 

Duda ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Av.Grci rf 3 110 

O’Hearn lb 4 0 0 0 Krmaiercf 4 0 10 

Owings3b 4 0 0 0 Dan.Rbr3b 3 10 1 

Solerrf 4 12 1 Zuninoc 2 112 

MIdnadoc 3 0 0 0 Adames ss 3 110 

B. HmItncf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 3 6 3 Totals 29 6 8 6 

Kansas City 100 011 000-3 

Tampa Bay 100 001 31x—6 

DP—Kansas City 2, Tampa Bay 1. LOB— 
Kansas City 5, Tampa Bay 3.2B—Lowe (5), 
Av.Garcia (4). 3B—Pham (1), Adames (1). 
HR-A.Gordon (5), H.Dozier (7), Soler (6), 
Y.Diaz (6), Zunino (1). SF-Y.Diaz (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Keller L,2-2 6'A 7 5 5 3 3 

Diekman 0 0 0 0 2 

Barlow 1 1110 1 

Tampa Bay 

Chirinos 6 6 3 3 1 3 

Roe % 0 0 0 2 1 

FontW,l-0 '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

KolarekH,6 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Pagan S,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:37. A-9,914 (42,735). 

Cardinals 13, Brewers 5 

Milwaukee St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 3 0 0 0 M.Crpnt3b 4 2 2 0 

Gamel ph-cf 1 0 0 0 GIdschm lb 4 2 3 3 

Yelich rf 4 0 0 0 DeJong ss 5 12 0 

Grandalc 4 111 Ozunalf 4 10 1 

T.Shaw3b-2b4 1 1 1 J.Mrtin rf 3 12 1 
Braun If 4 12 1 Leone p 0 0 0 0 

Thames lb 3 10 0 Rbinsn ph-rf 1110 

H.Perz2b-ss4 112 Molina c 4 111 
Arcia ss 3 0 0 0 Wietrs ph-c 10 10 
A.WIkrsp 0 0 0 0 D.FwIrcf-rf 5 3 4 4 

Houser p 2 0 0 0 Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 

A.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 Wong 2b 3 111 
Jffressp 0 0 0 0 Flhertyp 2 0 0 0 

J.Brnes p 0 0 0 0 Gyorko ph 10 0 0 

Aguilar 3b 1 0 0 0 Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 

Thms ph-cf 2 0 12 

Totals 33 5 5 5 Totals 39131813 
Milwaukee 000 031 001- 5 

St. Louis 010 220 71x-13 

DP—Milwaukee 1. LOB—Milwaukee 
2, St. Louis 8. 2B—M.Carpenter (6), De- 
Jong (10). HR-Grandal (6), T.Shaw (2), 
Braun (5), H.Perez (3), Goldschmidt (9), 
De.Fowler (1). SF—J.Martinez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Houser L,0-1 4 9 5 5 1 3 

Wilson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Jeffress 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Barnes 'AT, 5 5 2 0 

Wilkerson VA S 3 3 13 

St. Louis 

Flaherty W,2-l 6 3 4 4 1 10 

BrebbiaH,4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Leone 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Gallegos 1 2 110 1 

Houser pitched to 2 batters in the 
5th WP-Flaherty. T-3:12. A-35,819 
(45,538). 

Twins 9, Astros 5 

Minnesota Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kepler rf 3 2 11 Sprngeref 5 110 

J.PIncoss 5 2 4 4 Altuve2b 5 0 10 

Cruzdh 5 12 1 Bregman3b4 110 

E.Rsrio If 5 110 Brntley If 5 2 2 1 

C. Cronlb 5 0 12 Correa ss 5 113 

Ma.GnzISb 4 0 0 0 Gurriel dh 4 0 0 0 

Schoop2b 4 110 Reddick rf 4 0 3 1 

J.Cstroc 2 2 11 White lb 2 0 2 0 

Buxton cf 4 0 10 R.Chrnsc 3 0 0 0 

Totals 37 912 9 Totals 37 511 5 

Minnesota 210 004 020-9 

Houston 000 101 300-5 

E-Reddick (1), Ma.Gonzalez (2). DP- 
Houston 1. LOB—Minnesota 6, Houston 9. 
2B-J.Polanco (6), C.Cron (3), Schoop (5), 
White (2). HR-J.Polanco (4), J.Castro (1), 
Brantley (4), Correa (4). CS—Buxton (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi W,2-2 51^ 8 2 2 0 2 

May 'AO 0 0 10 

Harper 1 2 3 3 1 0 

Mejia 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Parker 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Houston 

Peacock L,2-l 5 6 3 3 3 2 

James 2 4 4 3 1 3 

Devenski 1 2 2 2 1 0 

Osuna 1 00000 

HBP-by Odorizzi (Chirinos). T-3:25. 
A-34,518 (41,168). 


Athletics 6, Rangers 1 

Texas Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choodh 4 0 2 0 Semienss 4 0 0 0 

Da.Sntn2b 5 0 10 Canhalb 4 0 10 

Andrus SS 2 0 0 0 M.ChpmnSbl 111 

Wisdmph-lbl 0 1 1 K.Davisdh 3 2 0 0 

Mazararf 4 0 0 0 Pinderif 4 12 1 

Gallo If 2 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 3 12 3 

A.CbrraSb 4 0 10 Lureanocf 4 0 0 0 

Frsythe Ib-ss 4 0 0 0 Profar2b 3 0 0 0 

Mathis c 3 110 Phegleyc 3 110 

DSheldscf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 6 1 Totals 29 6 7 5 

Texas 000 000 100-1 

Oakland 011 002 02x-6 

E-DeShields (1). DP-Oakland 1. 
LOB—Texas 10, Oakland 4. 2B—Chop (10), 
Wisdom (1), Pinder (5), Phegley (3). HR- 
Piscotty (4). SB—Choo (2), Da.Santana 
(4). SF-M.Chapman (2), Piscotty (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Minor L,2-2 6 4 4 4 3 4 

Gomez 2 3 2 1 0 1 

Oakland 

BassittW,l-0 5 2 0 0 4 7 

DullH,l l'/3 3 110 2 

Wendelken H,1 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Soria H,4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Rodney 1 00012 

HBP-by Bassitt (Andrus). T-2:48. 
A-8,073 (46,765). 


Rockies 

Washington 

ab r 

Eaton rf 4 1 
V.Rblescf 4 0 
Soto If 3 1 
Kndrick3b 4 0 
Zmmrman lb 4 1 
Gomes c 3 1 
B.Dzier2b 2 1 
Hlicksn p 10 
Gracep 0 0 
M.Adams ph 1 0 
Suerop 0 0 
Brreigh p 0 0 
Suzuki ph 10 
Difoss 3 0 


7, Nationals 5 

Colorado 

h bi ab r h 

1 0 BIckmon rf 5 0 ] 

0 0 Dahl If 4 1] 

1 0 Arenado3b 4 3 2 

1 2 Story ss 4 1 2 

2 0 McMhon2b 4 0 ] 

0 0 M.RynIdlb 2 1 ] 

1 3 Desmond cf 4 0 C 

0 0 Welters c 4 0 ] 

0 0 Ty.Andrp 1 0 C 

0 0 Bettis p 0 0 C 

0 0 Valaikaph 0 0 C 

0 0 Ohp 0 0 C 

0 0 Oberg p 0 0 C 

0 0 Tapia ph 1 1 ] 


Totals 30 5 6 5 Totals 33 711 7 
Washington 200 300 000-S 

Colorado 200 030 llx-7 

DP—Washington 1, Colorado 2. LOB— 
Washington 3, Colorado 6. 2B—Zimmer¬ 
man (3), Blackmon (5), Arenado 2 (4). 
HR—B.Dozier (4), Arenado (4), M.Reynolds 
(3), Tapia (2). SB-Eaton (4), Soto (2), Sto¬ 
ry (6). S-Hellickson (2), Bettis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Hellickson 5 9 5 5 2 4 

Grace 1 00010 

Suero L,l-2 1 1110 1 

Barraclough 1 1110 0 

Colorado 

Anderson 3 4 5 5 3 4 

Bettis 3 0 0 0 0 0 

Oh W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Oberg H,2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Davis S,2-2 1 10 0 10 

Ty.Anderson pitched to 3 batters in 
the 4th T-3:00. A-20,517 (50,398). 

White Sox 12, Orioles 2 

Chicago Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

L.Grciacf-lf 6 2 10 Rickard cf 5 0 0 0 

Moncada3b 4 2 10 Villar2b 4 110 

J.Abreu lb 6 2 3 5 Mancini rf 4 0 2 1 

Y.AInsodh 4 2 10 R.Nunezdh 3 0 10 

Ti.Andrss 5 2 10 Sucre p 0 0 0 0 

DImnicolf 3 10 0 Alberto 3b 4 0 10 

Engel cf 10 12 S.WIkrs If 4 0 0 0 

J.McCnnc 5 13 4 R.Ruiz lb 4 0 2 0 

Y.Sanch2b 5 0 3 0 P.Svrno c 4 12 1 

Cordell rf 5 0 10 Ri.Mrtnss 4 0 0 0 

Totals 441215 11 Totals 36 2 9 2 

Chicago 000 040 440-12 

Baltimore 000 010 001- 2 

E-Ri.Martin 2 (3), Moncada (3). LOB- 
Chicago 9, Baltimore 8. 2B—Y.AIonso (3), 
Ti.Anderson (4), Cordell (2), Mancini (10). 
HR—J.Abreu U), J.McCann (2), P.Severino 


IP H R I 


I SO 


(3). 

Chicago 

Banuelos 4 5 0 0 1 4 

Burr VA 2 110 1 

FryW,l-0 VA 1 0 0 0 2 

Fulmer 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Osich 1 1110 2 

Baltimore 

Hess L,l-4 5 5 4 4 2 3 

Ynoa 1 10002 

Scott % 4 4 2 0 2 

Castro % 5 4 4 2 1 

Yacabonis % 0 0 0 0 1 

Sucre 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Castro 3. T-3:26. A-8,555 

(45,971). 
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Arenado's HR, double play rally Rockies 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado, left, is congratulated Monday 
by pitcher Wade Davis after Arenado turned a double play against 
the Nationals to end the ninth inning in Denver. Colorado won 7-5. 


By Dennis Georgatos 
Associated Press 

DENVER — No. 1,000 was 
nothing new for Nolan Arenado. 

Arenado hit a tiebreaking 
homer for his 1,000th career hit 
and the Colorado Rockies rallied 
to beat the Washington Nationals 
7-5 Monday night. 

Arenado also doubled twice and 
drove in two to help the Rockies 
win for the seventh time in eight 
games. He is the ninth Rockies 
player to reach 1,000 hits, getting 
there with a solo shot off Wander 
Suero (1-2) in the seventh to make 
it 6-5. 

“I’m just thankful I was able 
to put the team ahead there and 
have a good quality at bat against 
a guy throwing hard and throw¬ 
ing really good cutters,” Arenado 
said. “I just tried to hit the ball 
hard there.” 

Washington manager Dave 
Martinez said Suero’s pitch to 
Arenado went over the middle of 
the plate. 

“With a guy like Arenado 
you’ve got to make a better pitch 


than that,” Martinez said. “He’s a 
really good hitter. He’s one of the 
premiere players in the game and 
you’ve got to make your pitches.” 

The Rockies located the home 
run ball, convincing the fan who 
caught it to give it up in exchange 
for balls autographed by Trevor 
Story and Charlie Blackmon. 
Clubhouse manager Mike Pon- 
tarelli put the ball in a case and 
presented it to Arenado after the 
game. 

“This is real cool,” Arenado 
said with a smile. 

Mark Reynolds and pinch-hit¬ 
ter Raimel Tapia also homered 
for Colorado, and Trevor Story 
singled twice and drove in a run 
to extend his hitting streak to 11 
games. 

Brian Dozier had a three-run 
home run for the Nationals, who 
could not hold two- and three-run 
leads. 

Tapia connected off Kyle Barra- 
clough in the Rockies’ eighth. 

Wade Davis got three outs for 
his second save, capping a strong 
showing by Rockies relievers. 


who picked up faltering starter 
Tyler Anderson by not allowing 
a run in six innings. Chad Bettis 
stabilized the game for the Rock¬ 
ies by working three innings and 
Seunghwan Oh (1-0) worked a 
hitless seventh. 

“Those guys have been doing 
a great job for us all year,” Reyn¬ 
olds said. “Bettis came in and 
threw three innings, really good 
work, then Oh and (Scott) Oberg 
and Wade. They haven’t had too 
many leads to pitch with this 
year, but when they do have the 
lead, they tend to hold it and keep 
us in games. And to fall behind 
twice and win this game against 
a really good team, it’s a confi¬ 
dence boost.” 

Washington catcher Yan Gomes 
said the Rockies relievers were 
tough to crack. 

“We knew coming in they had 
a pretty decent bullpen,” Gomes 
said. “It was just a matter for us 
to put some good at-bats together. 
We did, we were just one knock 
away from breaking the game 
open, just like they were. We took 


some good approaches, it just 
didn’t go our way.” 

Arenado helped defensively in 
the ninth, snaring pinch-hitter 


Kurt Suzuki’s sharply hit ground¬ 
er to third, stepping on the bag for 
the force before going to first for 
a game-ending double play. 


Roundup 

Pirates’ Burdi injures arm in D-backs’ win 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


Pirates relief pitcher Nick Burdi holds his right arm after delivering a pitch during the 
eighth inning Monday against the Diamondbacks in Pittsburgh. Burdi left the game 
with a team trainer. The Diamondbacks won 12-4. 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH—Nick Burdi’s combina¬ 
tion of grit and resilience — oh and a fast¬ 
ball that can touch triple digits — helped 
the Pittsburgh Pirates reliever carve out a 
spot in the big leagues less than two years 
removed from Tommy John surgery on his 
right arm. 

One innocent-looking pitch to Arizona’s 
Jarrod Dyson on Monday night likely sig¬ 
naled another abrupt turn in Burdi’s roller 
coaster career and the Diamondbacks’ 12- 
4 comeback victory. 

The 26-year-old, a former touted pros¬ 
pect in Minnesota who found traction in 
Pittsburgh, threw a 96 mph fastball to 
Dyson in the eighth inning then crumpled 
to the ground before clutching his right 
arm while tears filled his eyes. He wept 
while teammates tried to console him on 
the mound. 

Pirates director of sports medicine Todd 
Tomczyk said Burdi was dealing with pain 
in his biceps and elbow, but it was too early 
for a diagnosis. 

“It just takes the breath right out of you,” 
said Pittsburgh manager Clint Hurdle. 

Burdi had struck out 17 in 8 Vs innings 
prior to Monday after making the Pirates 
out of spring training. Christian Walker 
touched him for a two-run home run in 
Arizona’s seven-run seventh inning and 
Burdi gave up three straight singles to 
start the eighth before his second pitch 
to Dyson altered the tr^ectory of Burdi’s 
season, if not his career. 

“It’s awful,” Diamondbacks manager 
Torey Lovullo said. “We’re competitors up 
until something like that happens. We’re 
all in the same family. You hate to see any¬ 
thing like that happen. The way he went 
down, you’re just hoping for the absolute 
best.” 

Burdi’s teammates stopped by to check 
on him in the aftermath. While the progno¬ 
sis is uncertain, the Pirates are confident 
Burdi will find a way to navigate the dif¬ 
ficult path ahead. 


“He’s in good spirits,” Pittsburgh starter 
Joe Musgrove said. “He’s engaging. He’s 
talking to us. He’s not in a corner crying. 
He’s ready to face whatever it is. He’s got 
the work ethic and the mentality to bounce 
back from something like this.” 

The Diamondbacks put together their 
m^or league leading ninth comeback by 
exploding in the seventh and eighth after 
falling behind 4-1. A walk and a single 
chased Musgrove, and Arizona poured it 
on against reliever Kyle Crick (0-1) and 
Burdi. 

Yankees 4, Angels 3 (14): Gio Urshela 
singled home Gleyber Torres in the 14th 
with his second extra-inning RBI of the 
night, and visiting New York blew a 12th- 
inning lead before rallying for its fourth 


consecutive win. 

Torres reached base on catcher Jonathan 
Lucroy’s throwing error after striking out 
leading off the 14th, and he advanced on 
a wild pitch by Luke Bard (0-1) and stole 
third before he was driven home by Ur¬ 
shela. The journeyman infielder produced 
his first multi-RBI game since last May. 

Jonathan Holder (1-0) pitched the final 
two innings for the injury-plagued Yan¬ 
kees, who have still won six of seven. 

Rays 6, Royals 3: Mike Zunino returned 
from the paternity list and hit his first 
home run for host Tampa Bay, a two-run 
shot that helped stop a season-high four- 
game skid with a win over Kansas City. 

Yandy Diaz, Brandon Lowe and Daniel 
Robertson also drove in runs for the AL 


East leaders, who scored three times in the 
seventh to come from behind against Brad 
Keller (2-2). It’s the ninth time this season 
the Royals have lost after holding a lead in 
the sixth inning or beyond. 

Mets 5, Phillies 1: Steven Matz atoned 
for a dismal start last week in Philadelphia 
by pitching six fine innings, and Jeff Mc¬ 
Neil homered as host New York dealt the 
Phillies their fourth loss in five games. 

Slugger Bryce Harper was ejected for 
yelling from the dugout four batters after 
being called out on strikes. 

White Sox 12, Orioles 2: Jose Abreu 
homered and drove in five runs, James 
McCann had a homer and four RBIs and 
visiting Chicago beat bumbling Baltimore. 

McCann’s three-run drive off David 
Hess (1-4) highlighted a four-run fifth 
inning, and Abreu’s shot with a man on 
sparked a four-run seventh against Tanner 
Scott. 

Cardinals 13, Brewers 5: Dexter Fowl¬ 
er had a four-hit game with his first home 
run this season and four RBIs to lead host 
St. Louis over Milwaukee. 

Paul Goldschmidt hit his ninth home run 
and had three hits and three RBIs for the 
Cardinals. St. Louis outhit Milwaukee 18- 
5, set a season high for runs and won its 
third straight. 

Iwins 9, Astros 5: Jorge Polanco had 
four hits, including a two-run homer, and 
drove in four runs to lead Minnesota over 
host Houston for its fourth straight win. 

Max Kepler and Nelson Cruz had RBI 
singles around Polanco’s two-run single 
in a four-run sixth as the Twins built a 7-1 
lead. Polanco homered in the eighth. 

Athletics 6, Rangers 1: Stephen Pis- 
cotty homered and drove in three to back 
Chris Bassitt’s winning season debut, and 
host Oakland ended a three-game skid 
with a win over Texas. 

Rangers shortstop Elvis Andrus left in 
the seventh inning as a precaution after 
being hit by a pitch in the first and bruis¬ 
ing his right hand. 
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Suns fire 
Kokoskov 


Walton sued for assault 

Ex-sports reporter didn’t file charges against coach 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — One season was 
not enough for Igor Kokoskov to 
convince the Phoenix Suns that 
he was the man to lead the fran¬ 
chise into the future. 

The Suns fired Kokoskov Mon¬ 
day night, ending the tenure of the 
NBA’s first European-born coach 
after one disappointing season. 

“After extensive evaluation, I 
determined it is best to move in a 
different direction with our head 
coaching position,” Suns GM 
James Jones said in a statement. 
“I want to thank Igor for his work 
this past season and wish him the 
best with his future endeavors.” 

Kokoskov arrived in the desert 
with hopes of rebuilding a fran¬ 
chise coming off its second-worst 
record at 21-61. He was hired to 
replace Jay Triano, named inter¬ 
im coach after Earl Watson was 
fired last season. 

The Suns entered the 2018- 
19 season with one of the NBA’s 
most dynamic scorers in Devin 
Booker and added the No. 1 over¬ 
all pick of the 2018 draft, big man 
Deandre Ayton. 

Instead of a revitalizing season, 
the Suns continued to mire in me¬ 
diocrity, missing the playoffs for 
the ninth straight season. 

Phoenix had a franchise-worst 



Matt York/AP 


The Suns fired Igor Kokoskov, 
the first European-born coach in 
the NBA, after one season. 

17-game losing streak in 2018- 
19 and became the first team in 
the shot-clock era (1954-55) to be 
held under 10 points in the first 
quarter of consecutive games. 

The Suns finished 19-63 in Ko- 
koskov’s only season in the desert, 
worst in the Western Conference. 

Jones became the full-time GM 
after the Suns removed the in¬ 
terim tag earlier this month and 
his first big move was to fire Ko¬ 
koskov, an assistant with the fran¬ 
chise from 2008-13. 

Now, Phoenix is searching for 
its fifth coach in five seasons. 

The Serbian Kokoskov spent 18 
seasons as an NBA assistant be¬ 
fore becoming a head coach, in¬ 
cluding stints with Utah, Orlando 
Cleveland, Detroit and the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 



Tyler Kaufman/AP 


Kings head coach Luke Walton 
has been accused of sexual 
assault by a former sports 
reporter during his time as an 
assistant with Golden State. 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — New Sac¬ 
ramento Kings coach Luke Wal¬ 
ton has been accused of sexual 
assault in a lawsuit by a former 
sports reporter. 

Kelli Tennant filed the suit in 
Los Angeles County Superior 
Court on Monday, contending 
Walton assaulted her in a hotel 
room in Santa Monica while he 
was an assistant coach for the 
Golden State Warriors. TMZ first 
reported the lawsuit. 

Walton’s attorney, Mark Baute, 
called the allegations “baseless.” 

“The accuser is an opportunist, 
not a victim, and her claim is not 
credible,” Baute said in a state¬ 
ment. “We intend to prove this in 
a courtroom.” 

According to the suit, Tennant 
had considered Walton to be a 
friend and mentor, and she was 
friendly with his wife. Walton also 
wrote the forward to her book. 
She says she went to give him a 
copy while he stayed at the Casa 
Del Mar Hotel during a Warriors 
road trip to Los Angeles. 

Tennant said Walton met her 
in the lobby and invited her back 
to his room. After discussing the 
book, Tennant said Walton sud¬ 


denly pinned her to the bed and 
forcibly kissed and groped her. 
She said Walton used his full body 
weight to keep her on the bed and 
laughed when she yelled “stop!” 

Tennant said Walton relented 
and she started to leave the room 
when he grabbed her again and 
kissed her ears and neck. She 
said he finally stopped, laughed 
and said “good to see you” before 
she left the room. 

Tennant said she confided with 
people at the time but never filed 
charges. She said Walton contin¬ 
ued to harass her after he became 
coach of the Lakers and she was 
working as a broadcaster in Los 
Angeles for Spectrum SportsNet 
and SportsNet LA. She now does 
a wellness podcast. 

The Warriors and Lakers said 
they both first heard of the alle¬ 
gations after TMZ reported the 
lawsuit Monday night and had no 
further comment. Walton was an 
assistant with Golden State from 
2014-16 before being hired as 
Lakers head coach. 

Walton was dismissed by the 
Lakers this month and hired by 
the Kings. The Kings say they 
are aware of the report and gath¬ 
ering information. The team had 
no other comment. 


Faith: Teammates weren’t always friendly 


I could tell by a couple of the looks and 
maybe even a comment or two that they 
weren’t 100 percent comfortable... f 

Robin KrafI 

Nebraska golf coach on her team’s reaction to Noor Ahmed 


FROM BACK PAGE 

she didn’t immerse herself in 
it. The demands on athletes are 
great, and they are largely segre¬ 
gated, eating and studying in fa¬ 
cilities separate from those used 
by regular students. 

Nebraska coach Robin Krapfl 
said she was initially concerned 
about how teammates would 
react to Ahmed. Krapfl remem¬ 
bered meeting with her golfers 
and telling them about her. 

“I could tell by a couple of the 
looks and maybe even a com¬ 
ment or two that they weren’t 100 
percent comfortable with that,” 
Krapfl said. “A lot of our girls 
come from small-town communi¬ 
ties that are very limited in their 
ethnicity. It’s just the fear of the 
unknown. They had just never 
been exposed to being around 
someone from the Muslim faith.” 

Krapfl said she saw a golfer or 
two roll their eyes, another shook 
her head. “I overheard, ‘Why 
would Coach bring someone like 
that on the team?’ ” 

“Luckily when she got here 
people could see her for who she 
was and the quality of person 
she was,” Krapfl said. “It took a 
while. It really did. You’ve got to 
get to know somebody, who they 
really are and not just what they 
look like.” 

Smith said she sometimes 
cringes when she and Ahmed are 
in a group and the conversation 
turns to politics, immigration or 
even fashion, like when some¬ 
one innocently or ignorantly tells 
Ahmed she would look good in a 


short dress or a certain hairstyle. 

“She can never wear a short 
dress, so why would you want to 
depict her as that?” Smith said. 
“You have to respect her beliefs 
and why she’s doing it. Also, I 
think a lot of things are connect¬ 
ed to women’s beauty standards 
and how people don’t think she 
can look beautiful when she’s cov¬ 
ered. I think she’s a really beauti¬ 
ful girl no matter how much skin 
she’s showing.” 

For all the challenges Ahmed 
faced, there have been positives. 
Some people have complimented 
her for living her faith as she 
sees fit, a Muslim teen who golfs 
in a hijab and lives in the United 
Kingdom wrote to says she draws 
inspiration from her, and a play¬ 
er for another college team ap¬ 
proached her at an event to tell 
her she recently converted to 
Islam and just wanted to say hi. 

“I remember going and crying 
and, wow. I’m not alone out here,” 
she said. 

Ahmed said she’s a bit uncom¬ 
fortable with the attention, but 
she hopes Muslim girls coming 
up behind her are watching. 

“I grew up never seeing any¬ 


one like me,” she said. “Honestly, 
I didn’t realize how much grief I 
was carrying, having never seen 
an image of myself or someone 
who looked like me in popular 
American culture. It’s a big deal. 

“Why are basketball and foot¬ 
ball so heavily African American? 
If I were black and I saw people 
who looked like me competing 
in that sport, that’s probably the 
sport I would choose. I think it’s 
really important when we’re talk¬ 
ing about trying to make golf and 
other sports and other areas in 
American culture diverse, how 
important it is to see someone 
who looks like you and how it will 
fuel other people’s interest.” 

Ahmed started playing golf at 
8. Wearing the hijab has never 
interfered with her game and she 
has never considered not wearing 
it on the course. 

“I think Muslim women who 
choose to observe it or choose 
not to observe it have the right 
to exist in any space they want to 
be in,” she said, “and I would feel 
like I would be sending a message 
that the hijab doesn’t exist in this 
place or it shouldn’t, and I don’t 
feel comfortable with that.” 



Nati Harnik/AP 


Noor Ahmed, a member of the Nebraska golf team, putts during a 
practice session in Lincoln, Neb. Ahmed has encountered racism 
both on and off the course. “I’ve been called every racial slur in the 
book,” she said. 
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Scoreboard I 


Bucks win first series since 2001 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, left, is defended by Pistons 
forward Blake Griffin during the first half of Game 4 of their first- 
round series on Monday in Detroit. 


First round 

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Milwaukee 4, Detroit 0 

Milwaukee 121, Detroit 86 
Milwaukee 120, Detroit 99 
Milwaukee 119, Detroit 103 
Monday: Milwaukee 127, Detroit 104 
Toronto 3, Oriando 1 
Orlando 104, Toronto 101 
Toronto 111, Orlando 82 
Toronto 98, Orlando 93 
Toronto 107, Orlando 85 
Tuesday: at Toronto 
x-Thursday: at Orlando 
x-Saturday: at Toronto 

Phiiadeiphia 3, Brooklyn 1 
Brooklyn 111, Philadelphia 102 
Philadelphia 145, Brooklyn 123 
Philadelphia 131, Brooklyn 115 
Philadelphia 112, Brooklyn 108 
Tuesday: at Philadelphia 
x-Thursday: at Brooklyn 
x-Saturday: at Philadelphia 
Boston 4, Indiana 0 
Boston 84, Indiana 74 
Boston 99, Indiana 91 
Boston 104, Indiana 96 
Sunday: Boston 110, Indiana 106 
Western Conference 
Golden State 3, L.A. Clippers 1 
Golden State 121, L.A. Clippers 104 
L.A. Clippers 135, Golden State 131 
Golden State 132, L.A. Clippers 105 
Golden State 113, L.A. Clippers 105 
Wednesday: at Golden State. AFN- 
Sports: 4:30 a.m. Thursday, CET; 11:30 
a.m. JKT. 

x-Friday: at L.A. Clippers 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Golden State 
San Antonio 2, Denver 2 
San Antonio 101, Denver 96 
Denver 114, San Antonio 105 
San Antonio 118, Denver 108 
Denver 117, San Antonio 103 
Tuesday: at Denver. 

Thursday: at San Antonio 
x-Saturday: at Denver 

Portland 3, Oklahoma City 1 
Portland 104, Oklahoma City 99 
Portland 114, Oklahoma City 94 
Oklahoma City 120, Portland 108 
Portland 111, Oklahoma City 98 
Tuesday: at Portland 
x-Thursday: at Oklahoma City 
x-Saturday: at Portland, 

Houston 3, Utah 1 
Houston 122, Utah 90 
Houston 118, Utah 98 
Houston 104, Utah 101 
Monday: Utah 107, Houston 91 
Wednesday: at Houston. AFN-Sports: 
2 a.m. Thursday CET; 9 a.m. Thursday 
JKT. 

x-Friday: at Utah 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Houston 

Monday 

Jazz 107, Rockets 91 

HOUSTON - Gordon 5-12 1-2 16, Tuck¬ 
er 4-7 2-2 13, Capela 1-6 2-6 4, Paul 8-19 
5-6 23, Harden 8-19 8-8 30, Clark 0-0 0-0 
0, Faried 0-1 0-0 0, Hartenstein 0-0 0-0 0, 
House Jr. 0-6 0-0 0, Green 0-3 0-0 0, Rivers 

2- 6 0-0 5. Totals 28-79 18-24 91. 

UTAH - Ingles 1-4 0-0 3, Crowder 8-13 

4- 5 23, Gobert 2-4 0-0 4, Rubio 6-17 5-6 18, 
Mitchell 11-26 6-6 31, O’Neale 3-9 3-4 11, 
Sefolosha 1-2 0-0 2, Niang 1-4 0-0 3, Fa¬ 
vors 4-7 4-5 12, Korver 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37- 
86 22-26 107. 

Houston 24 23 32 12- 91 

Utah 32 21 23 31-107 

Three-point goals—Houston 17-46 
(Harden 6-12, Gordon 5-10, Tucker 3-6, 
Paul 2-8, Rivers 1-2, Green 0-2, House Jr. 
0-6), Utah 11-35 (Mitchell 3-7, Crowder 3- 
8, O’Neale 2-6, Niang 1-3, Ingles 1-3, Rubio 

1- 7, Sefolosha 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Houston 35 (Paul 8), Utah 52 
(Favors, O’Neale 11). Assists—Houston 14 
(Paul 7), Utah 24 (Rubio 11). Total Fouls- 
Houston 23, Utah 19. A-18,306 (18,306). 

Bucks 127, Pistons 104 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 5-11 6-7 18, 
Antetokounmpo 12-23 15-20 41, Lopez 3- 
4 1-1 7, Bledsoe 7-12 1-1 16, S.Brown 3-7 

3- 4 9, Wilson 3-3 0-0 7, Ilyasova 1-4 2-4 4, 
Mirotic 4-7 1-2 12, Frazier 1-1 0-0 2, Hill 2-3 

2- 2 7, Connaughton 2-3 0-0 4, Snell 0-1 0-0 
0. Totals 43-79 31-41 127. 

DETROIT - B.Brown 1-5 0-0 2, Griffin 8- 
15 2-2 22, Drummond 7-16 1-3 15, Jackson 
9-20 3-3 26, Ellington 2-6 0-0 5, Maker 2-6 
2-3 6, Smith 1-6 0-0 2, Galloway 4-11 0-0 

10, Calderon 0-0 0-0 0, Kennard 5-11 0-0 

11, Robinson III 0-0 0-0 0, Thomas 2-4 1-1 
5. Totals 41-100 9-12 104. 

Milwaukee 26 30 39 32-127 

Detroit 28 34 23 19-104 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 10-28 
(Mirotic 3-5, Middleton 2-5, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 2-6, Wilson 1-1, Hill 1-2, Bled¬ 
soe 1-3, Snell 0-1, Lopez 0-1, Ilyasova 
0-2, S.Brown 0-2), Detroit 13-34 (Jackson 

5- 9, Griffin 4-6, Galloway 2-7, Kennard 
1-3, Ellington 1-3, Thomas 0-1, B.Brown 
0-2, Maker 0-3). Fouled Out—Griffin. Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 54 (S.Brown 13), 
Detroit 36 (Drummond 12). Assists—Mil¬ 
waukee 27 (S.Brown 6), Detroit 26 (Jack- 
son 7).Total Fouls—Milwaukee 21, Detroit 
31. Technicals—Hill, Detroit coach Dwane 
Casey, Kennard. A-20,332 (20,491). 


By Noah Trister 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo drove to the basket and 
drew yet another foul, this one a 
hard hack on the arm by Blake 
Griffin. 

Griffin fouled out and headed 
to the bench, and the home crowd 
gave him a standing ovation. 
Then many fans headed toward 
the exits. 

Antetokounmpo and the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks were on their way 
to another rout against Detroit. 

Antetokounmpo scored 41 
points, and the Bucks beat De¬ 
troit 127-104 on Monday night, 
completing a four-game sweep of 
the Pistons and advancing to the 
second round of the playoffs for 
the first time since 2001. The last 
time Milwaukee won a postsea¬ 
son series, the Bucks made it all 
the way to the conference finals. 
This year’s team isn’t there yet, 
but so far Milwaukee looks the 
part of the top seed in the East. 

“I remember our first playoff 
series (in 2015),” Antetokounmpo 
said. “Chicago, the last game. 
Game 6, they beat us by 50 or 
something insane. But where 
we were and where we are right 
now, it’s been an unbelievable 
journey.” 

Milwaukee closed the third 
quarter with a 17-3 run, taking a 
10-point lead into the fourth after 
the Pistons had led much of the 
way. Detroit set an NBA record 
with its 14th consecutive playoff 
loss, a skid that began in 2008. 

The Bucks will face Boston in 
the second round. The Celtics are 


coming off a sweep of their own 
against Indiana. 

“I think it’s important that we 
take a second tonight. Enjoy it,” 
Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer 
said. “It’s a good night for Mil¬ 
waukee. It’s a good night for the 


Bucks.” 

Reggie Jackson scored 20 of his 
26 points in the first half for De¬ 
troit. Griffin fouled out with 7:06 
remaining after scoring 22. Grif¬ 
fin missed the first two games of 
the series with knee problems. 


“Blake played his heart out with 
basically one leg,” said Pistons 
coach Dwane Casey, whose voice 
was hoarse at his postgame news 
conference. “He fought through a 
lot of pain, swelling.” 

Griffin was on the bench for 
much of Milwaukee’s crucial 
run. He sat for the final 4:35 of 
the third. Antetokounmpo scored 
16 points in that quarter, half of 
which came on free throws. 

Detroit led 20-8 early on after 
a dunk by Griffin. The Pistons 
were up 62-56 at halftime but still 
couldn’t prevent a fourth straight 
blowout at the hands of the team 
that had the NBA’s best regular- 
season record. Milwaukee won 
the four games by a total of 95 
points, and no game was closer 
than 16. 

Milwaukee went 31-for-41 on 
free throws, while Detroit was 
only 9-for-12. Casey was called 
for a technical foul in the third, 
and the fans weren’t at all pleased 
with the officiating. 

At one point, Milwaukee had a 
32-8 edge in free throw attempts. 
A stat showing that was put on 
the main video board, but there 
didn’t seem to be any further re¬ 
action from the crowd. 

“Giannis shooting eight more 
free throws than our entire team 
— you’re not going to win a game 
like that,” Griffin said. “And their 
team shooting 41 — you’re not 
going to win a game like that. ... 
Some of that’s on us.” 

The Bucks move on to face the 
Celtics, who knocked Milwaukee 
out of the playoffs in seven games 
last year. 


Jazz stave off elimination 


By John Coon 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Donovan Mitchell 
turned a rough start into a fantastic finish. 

Mitchell dominated in the fourth quarter, 
rallying the Utah Jazz to a 107-91 victory over 
the Houston Rockets in Game 4 of their West¬ 
ern Conference series on Monday night. 

Mitchell scored 19 of his 31 points in the 
final quarter to help the Jazz pull away for 
their first win in the series. 

Utah staved off elimination and forced a 
Game 5 on Wednesday. 

Mitchell’s late-game performance helped 
the second-year guard make up for struggles 
earlier. He turned the ball over twice in the 
first two minutes and shot just 36 percent 
from the field in the first three quarters be¬ 
fore going 6-for-12 in the fourth. 

Mitchell never lost confidence that he could 
turn it around. 

“My teammates have had my back with 
every mistake, everything I’ve done well,” 
Mitchell said. “When you have that support 
system in the locker room every day, it makes 
it easier when you start the game with two 
straight turnovers.” 

Jae Crowder scored 23 points. Ricky Rubio 
chipped in 18 points and 11 assists and Der¬ 
rick Favors finished with 12 points and 11 
rebounds. 

James Harden scored 30 points to lead 
Houston. Chris Paul added 23 points, eight 
rebounds and seven assists. Eric Gordon 
chipped in 16 points. 


Utah’s offense got a mqjor boost from 
Crowder and Rubio in the first quarter. The 
duo combined for 25 points on 9-for-ll shoot¬ 
ing in the period to help the Jazz carve out a 
double-digit lead. 

Then the Jazz opened the fourth quarter 
with a 15-1 run and outscored the Rockets 31- 
12 during the period. 

“Of course, we wanted to end it tonight,” 
Harden said. “We had plenty of opportunities. 
They made some plays in that fourth quarter 
and we didn’t.” 

Mitchell scored 13 points in three minutes 
to fuel the run after totaling just 12 points in 
the first three quarters. He capped off the 
surge with back-to-back three-pointers, giv¬ 
ing the Jazz a 91-80 lead with 9:02 remaining. 

Mitchell provided his biggest highlight later 
in the quarter when he threw down an incred¬ 
ible alley-oop dunk after catching an errant 
pass from Royce O’Neale. 

“We’ve had our backs against the wall plenty 
of times the past two years we’ve been togeth¬ 
er as a team,” Mitchell said. “This is familiar 
ground with us. Everybody responded the way 
we expect them to, but the biggest thing for us 
is take what we did today and multiply it.” 

Crowder got things going by scoring five of 
Utah’s first six baskets. Rubio built on the mo¬ 
mentum by fueling a 14-1 run with four bas¬ 
kets and a pair of free throws. It helped the 
Jazz build a 30-16 lead. 

“Both of them attacked,” Utah coach Quin 
Snyder said. “Jae got downhill and attacked 
the rim. Ricky did the same thing.” 

Houston had three straight turnovers to 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell scored 19 of 
his 31 points against the Rockets in the 
fourth quarter Monday in Salt Lake City. 

open the door for Utah to seize a double-digit 
lead. The Jazz scored 10 points off six Rockets 
turnovers in the quarter. 

“We did things that are uncharacteristic 
of a team that wants to win,” Rockets coach 
Mike D’Antoni said. 

An 8-0 run, capped by Austin Rivers’ dunk 
off a steal by Paul, helped Houston trim the 
deficit to 30-24 before quarter’s end. 

The Rockets never built more than a five- 
point advantage, however, before Mitchell’s 
fourth quarter performance. 

“I felt like they’d thrown their haymaker, 
trying to knock us out,” Crowder said. “We 
stood tall and took those punches and came 
out ready to play in the fourth quarter.” 
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Nati Harnik/AP 


Noor Ahmed, a member of the Nebraska golf team, hits the ball during practice in Lincoln, Neb. Ahmed is the only golfer at the college level or higher known to wear a hijab 
while competing. She hopes Muslim girls are watching her and encouraged to chase their dreams in environments where they might encounter fear, uncertainty and hostility. 


Nebraska golfer Ahmed hoping to serve as role model for Muslim girls 


By Eric Olson 

Associated Press 

LINCOLN, Neb. 
oor Ahmed outwardly lives her 
Muslim faith, and even growing 
up in a state as diverse as Cali¬ 
fornia she says she encountered 
hostility on the street, in school and on the 
golf course. 

One of the top junior golfers in North¬ 
ern California coming out of high school, 
Ahmed was a starter in her first year at 
Nebraska and the No. 2 player most of this 
spring. She is believed to be the only golfer 
at the college level or higher who competes 
in a hijab, the headscarf worn in adherence 
to the Muslim faith. 

Arriving in Lincoln two years ago, 
Ahmed sensed hesitancy from teammates 
mostly from small Midwestern towns and 


unaccustomed to seeing a woman in a hijab. 
She didn’t feel embraced until an unfortu¬ 
nate yet unifying event roiled the campus 
midway through her freshman year. 

A video surfaced of a student claiming to 
be the “most active white nationalist in the 
Nebraska area,” disparaging minorities 
and advocating violence. The student, it 
turned out, was in the same biology lecture 
class as Ahmed. 

Teammates offered to walk with her 
across campus, and one who would become 
her best friend, Kate Smith, invited Ahmed 
to stay with her. She didn’t accept but was 
heartened by the gesture. 

“That,” Smith said, “was when she real¬ 
ized how much each and every one of us 
care for her on the team, that it wasn’t just 
like, ‘Hey you’re our teammate.’ No, it’s 
‘We want you to be safe, we want you to feel 
at home here.’” 


Having grown up in the post-9/11 era, 
Ahmed, like many Muslims in the United 
States, has been a target for bullying and 
verbal abuse. She began wearing the hijab 
in middle school. 

On the course, in an airport or even 
walking across campus she can feel the 
long stares and notices the glances. She 
said she has never been physically threat¬ 
ened — “that I know of” — and that most 
of the face-to-face insults came before she 
arrived at Nebraska. 

Much of the venom spewed at her now 
comes on social media. She has been the 
subject of several media profiles, and each 
sparks another round of hateful messages. 
She acknowledges she reads but doesn’t 
respond to messages and that an athletic 
department sports psychologist has helped 
her learn how to deal with them. 

“I’ve been called every racial slur in 


the book,” she said. “I’ve been told explic¬ 
itly that people who look like me don’t play 
golf, we don’t have a right to exist in Amer¬ 
ica, you should go home. It would definitely 
faze me a little bit, but it never deterred me. 
I’m really stubborn, so I’m going to prove 
you wrong, just wait. When people think 
they’re dragging me down, it kind of fuels 
the fire in me that I’m going to be a better 
golfer. I’m going to be a better student. I’m 
going to keep climbing up the ladder.” 

The daughter of Egyptian immigrants is 
from a close-knit family in Folsom, Calif, 
and she steeled herself for the cultural 
adjustment she would have to make at 
Nebraska. 

She dealt with loneliness and anxiety, es¬ 
pecially her freshman year. She had diffi¬ 
culty finding a support network. There is a 
small Muslim community on campus, but 
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